Parish Council of St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Minutes


Minutes of the meeting of the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council held at Thirlmere Recreational Hall on Thursday 24th November 2016 at 19:30.

Present: Mr I Hartland (Chairman), Mrs C Archbold, Mr M Cockbain, Mrs S Hope, Mr D Lamb, Mr L Walton,  Ms B Carter (Parish Clerk), Mr P Phillips (United Utilities), Ms V Bowman (United Utilities)

34/16 Apologies for Absence.

Apologies were received from Cllr P Darrall, Cllr B Vidler, C/Cllr A Lysser, PCSO H Donoghue 

35/16 Approval of meeting minutes held on 29th September 2016

Resolved by all present that the minutes of the bi-monthly Parish Council meeting held on the 29th September 2016 be accepted as a true and accurate record and the Chair be authorised to sign a copy.

36/16 Declarations of Interest

Request for dispensations

None received

Declarations of interest

Cllr M Cockburn declared an interest in planning applications 7/2016/2225 and 7/2016/2222

37//16 Public Participation

No members of the public were present. 

38/16 Update from visiting councillors/other bodies.

i. Police report

Resolved that no up to date report had been received from the police. 


ii. United Utilities- Mr P Phillips & Ms V Bowman

Mr P Phillips & Ms V Bowman attended from United Utilities following the comments that the Parish Council made in response to the UK Woodlands Assurance Scheme Audit at the September 2016 meeting. United Utilities recognised that the issue of woody debris was something that had repeatedly come up over the past year from St Johns’ Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council.  UU have passed their UKWAS every year for the last 11 years with only minor actions. 

The Clerk read out the full response provided by UU to the queries raised as part of the UKWAS response. Resolved that this response from UU be noted as received. 

Action: Clerk to circulate written UU response to all councillors for reference.

UU confirmed they are trying to manage Thirlmere to very high standards, they appreciate that the area around a felling site can look untidy but they do not leave brashings where they can enter water courses and they only leave full trunks on sites where extraction would be too dangerous or another agency requires them to be left for purposes of preserving SSSi’s etc. 

Mr P Phillips confirmed that UU had commissioned a report following Storm Desmond to look at what UU could do from a catchment management point of view to prevent/reduce the impacts of weather events such as Storm Desmond , when the report can be shared Mr P Phillips will circulate it to the Council. Mr P Phillips confirmed that the report suggested that the main issue was the rocky debris that was washed down hill by the torrents of water and that very little could be do to manage this issue, in addition the report noted that woody debris was a small proportion of the debris contributing to the blockages after Storm Desmond

Action: Clerk to circulate this report to all once it is received. 

Mr P Phillips confirmed that UU are continuing to work on ‘resilience’ within the their network and managed land e.g. in the immediate aftermath of Storm Desmond the large/old trees on the slope adjacent to the A591 these trees had been come wind infirm and were causing a possible risk. The closure of the road due to the damage following Storm Desmond allowed UU to remove all of the trees to further future proof the site.  The slope will now be repopulated with more native lower growing scrubby species e.g. blackthorn, juniper, hawthorn etc. The Stumps of the old trees have been left in the ground to stabilise the soil and the new species will continue to grow and further stabilise the slope. 

Ms V Bowman confirmed that most of the work on the Easter side of Thirlmere is now nearly completed, there has been a significant amount during the last 3 years, firstly with the removal of trees due to pytoptharo ramorum then more latterly to manage the after effects of Storm Desmond. Over the next few years on the eastern side of Thirlmere the only works will be responding to wind blow and re stocking, on the other side of the reservoir there are other large conifers that need to be removed to keep it regenerating. The aim for UU is to have constant woodland cover, with a mixture of species to future proof the site to weather events (as far as possible) and to woodland diseases. 

The Council thanked Mr P Phillips & Ms V Bowman for attending. 

No other authorities were present so no update received.  

39/16 Report on Matters Arising/Clerks Report

Resolved that the Clerks written report be noted as received and unless mentioned below no further actions were required/or updates received.

iv.  Newsletter

The latest Newsletter was circulated to all for distribution. 
v. Children’s Play area- Quarry

The Clerk informed the meeting that she had attended the Cumbria Archives Centre in Carlisle and had found reference to the Parish Council signing a licence between them and ARC (then owner of the quarry) for the siting of a play area.

ARC/Hanson Aggregates have confirmed in writing that this licence was sold as an on-going concern with the land when it was purchased by the Threlkeld Quarry Mining Musuem Company- So the licence is now in place between the Parish Council & Threlkeld Quarry/Mr I Hartland.

The Clerk informed the meeting that the Play area committee had confirmed in writing that they are the owners of the equipment and they pay for the on-going maintenance & inspections of the site.

There appears to be no formal linkage between the Parish Council and the Play-area it is ran and managed by a separate entity the Threlkeld Quarry Play Area Committee. 

vi. Derwent 7 

The Clerk informed the meeting that a paper was to be circulated prior to the January meeting for consideration regarding the future direction of the Derwent 7 and the attendance of parishes (e.g. St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn).  

40/16  Highways & Transport matters

A66/Storms Junction- Resolved that concern be raised with CCC Highways, Highways England, Kier Highways and the Police regarding the water that is running down the Junction for Storms/Burns towards the A66 junction. This has been going on for some time but has become a more serious issue in recent days as it has now frozen and a number of near misses have occurred.

Action: Clerk to report this and request action immediately. 

Resolved that the Clerk request Highways England to install green/appropriate coloured cats eyes across the junction as it is difficult to spot in at night time. 

Action: Clerk to raise this matter with the relevant persons. 

Shundraw Hill Speed Control- Resolved that some form of speed control is required in this locality, or at the very least signs warning of the approaching tight bend at the top of the hill. In addition there is a damaged sign in the vicinity of Shundraw that is swinging loose and needs to be repaired.

Action: Clerk to request that ‘warning of bends’ sign be installed at Shundraw
Action: Clerk to request that the relevant sign is repaired/replaced after a photo is provided by Cllr S Hope. 

Bus Stop at the Nest- Resolved that the Clerk contact CCC Highways to ask that the bus stop at the Nest be reinstated/erected (currently lieing down).

Action: Clerk to action this.

A66 Slip Road Wording- Resolved by all present that the wording on the slip road should be ‘Keswick’ or no marking on the road.

Action; Clerk to feed this back to John Ferguson. 

41/16 Planning Applications for Consideration

Ref: 7/2016/2225
Location: Castlerigg Hall, Castlerigg, Keswick
Proposal: To allow touring pitches no’s 26-32 to be used for either touring caravans, motorhomes or pods 

Resolved by all present that the Parish Council have no objections

Action: Clerk to submit this comment. 

Ref: 7/2016/2222
Location: Storms Farm, Keswick
Proposal: Extension to agricultural shed

Resolved by all present that the Council had no objections.
Action: Clerk to submit this comment

Ref: 7/2016/2296
Location: Land to the south of the A66 and west of River Greta, Keswick
Proposal: Construction of a gauging station and associated infrastructure.

Resolved by all present that the Council had no objections.
Action: Clerk to submit this comment. 

42/16 Planning Decisions

Resolved that the below decision be noted:

	Planning Ref
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	7/2016/2233
	Threlkeld Quarry & Mining Museum
	Proposed pitched roof to existing museum building
	Approve with conditions



Resolved that the recent approval of the United Utilities Pipeline be noted. Concern was raised that the final route under/around the Stone Circle has not yet been confirmed to the Parish Council.

Action: Clerk to circulate final map for the area, and Clerk to seek clarity from UU on the proposed final route in this area and confirm to all. 

43/16 Correspondence received

Resolved that all correspondence be noted as received unless otherwise mentioned below. 

i) Success Regime Consultation 

It was noted that the Success Regime is currently open and that a public meeting is taking place on Monday 28th November at 19:00 in Queens Hall.

ii) Response from UU re Forestry management

Covered above

iii) Local Government Technical Finance Settlement

Resolved that the response prepared and submitted by the Clerk be approved.

Action: Clerk to circulate response to all for information.

iv) Potential Creation of Footpath & Permitted Cycle Path (Whitehead Coppice)

Resolved by all present that this request to register a public right of way be strongly supported by St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council.

Action: Clerk to convey this support to the relevant parties.

v) Response from LDNPA re removal of Brundholme Bridge.

The Clerk read out a response from the LDNPA which was noted as received by the Council. 

Resolved that a comment be submitted in response to the work being undertaken by Capita on consideration of possibilities for the reconnection of this footpath. That the LDNPA/Capita should consider the option of reinstatement of the railway in its entirety with a footpath alongside it. The construction of the railway would absorb the costs of the footpath creation.

Action: Clerk to action the above comment. 

44/16 Finance & Accounts

i. Bank Reconciliation 

Resolved that it be noted that the current Bank Balance for the Parish Council is £3804.51 and the Bank reconciliation be signed as a true & accurate record. 

ii. Receipts 

None received

iii. Invoices for Approval

Resolved by all present that the below invoices be approved & the cheques signed by two signatories (Cllr S Hope & Cllr M Cockburn).

	Invoice Received from
	Works/Services undertaken
	Amount

	HMRC
	PAYE
	£172.12

	Becx Carter
	Salary (Qtr 3) Paid via SO
	£594.24



Action: Clerk to process the above invoices for payment. 

iv. Consideration of budget 17/18

Resolved by all present that the Clerk prepare two budgets for consideration at the January meeting one including an amount of a Parish Lengthsman the other without. Clerk to include Band D comparitors. 

Action: Clerk to prepare two budgets 

45/16 Councillor Matters

-West Cumbria Rivers Trust’s role in river management. Action: Clerk to research this and put it on the next agenda
-UU security light at Thirlmere which is on all night and is very bright causing light pollution and disturbance to local residents. Action: Clerk to contact UU and request this is tilted downwards/turned off
-Phone box at Wythburn Resolved by all present that if this phone box comes up for consultation for removal that the Parish Council strongly object as there is no mobile phone signal in this local. Action: Clerk to submit the councils response if this consultation is received. 

46/16 Date of Next meeting

Resolved that future meeting times be moved to 19:00. 

26th January 2017-19:00
30th March 2017-19:00
18th May 2017-19:00- AGM & APM
27th July 2017-19:00
21st September 2017-19:00
30th November 2017- 19:00
25th January 2018-19:00

Action: Clerk to upload meeting dates to website.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Meeting Closed 21:03


Signed…………………………………………………………………………. Cllr I Hartland (Chairman)
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