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Parish Council of St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Minutes 
 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council held at Thirlmere 
Recreational Hall on Thursday 30th March 2017 at 19:00 
 
Present: Mr I Hartland (Chairman), Mrs C Archbold, Mr M Cockbain, Mr D Lamb, Mr L Walton, Mrs P 
Darrall,  Ms B Carter (Parish Clerk), 4 members of the public, Mr C Saunders (Capital Programme Manager 
UU), Ms G Murphy (Stakeholder Manager UU), Mr D Baines (Senior Project Manager UU), Mr K Harvey 
(Senior Civil Engineer UU), Mr D Maguire (Roadbridge representative)    
 
15/17 Apologies for Absence. 
 
Apologies were received from Cllr S Hope, PCSO Todd Stuart  
 
16/17 Approval of meeting minutes held on 26th January 2017 
 
Resolved by all present that the minutes of the bi-monthly Parish Council meeting held on the 26th January 
2017 accepted as a true and accurate record and the Chair be authorised to sign a copy. 
 
Action: Clerk to upload the minutes to the website & circulate to all.  
 
17/17 Declarations of Interest & Requests for dispensations 
 
None received 
 
18/17 United Utilities West Coast Pipeline Project Presentation 
 
Mr D Baines gave an overview of the project prior to a question and answer session. A summary of the 
presentation is provided below, followed by the notes from the question & answer session.  
 
The contract for the works has been awarded to a joint venture Farrans & Roadbridge. 
 
The origin of the project is that there is a need to find an alternative source of water for West Cumbria, 
following a lengthy consultation period and Secretary of State endorsement the option chosen was the 
West Coast Pipeline Project, a gravity fed pipeline as far as Bothel with the water then being piped up and 
down the West Coast.  The under-lying objective is to provide sustainability to the West Coast water supply 
and link it in to the water grid, at any given time the West Coast of Cumbria is less than 6 weeks from 
drought status.  
 
Currently water is extracted from Ennerdale, the Environment Agency as the regulator for this site has 
given notice that as from 2022 water can’t be extracted from Ennerdale due to it being a rare species 
habitat.  
 
The overall planning application was approved in November 2016 by the three relevant planning authorities 
Allerdale, Copeland & the LDNPA.  
 
In addition to the main West Coast Pipeline project an additional minor project is going to be taking place at 
the Bridge End Treatment works. These works are to deal with ‘start up waste’, these works will involve the 
installation of a tank circa 8m in diameter, and 2m high. It will be installed in April-June and UU are working 
with the LDNPA to prepare a screening plan.  The information on this project was noted by the Parish 
Council. 
 
Regarding the overall project the original route lines is going to be altered in the light of the damage 
incurred on the banks of the Greta during Storm Desmond. As a consequence United Utilities are looking to 
bore a tunnel in a straight line parallel to the A591 connecting back in with the approved pipeline on 
Chestnut Hill.  The revised plans for this route alteration are expected to be submitted to the LDNPA in 
May/June and will then be circulated for public consultation.  
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The revised proposal involves two access routes being created one from just below Low Nest of the A591 
into a large depot/compound where the tunnel will be bored from and where the spoil will be removed from. 
A second access road will be created around the brow of the Hill on the A591 above Keswick for the crane 
to access the end of the tunnel to remove the boring machine.  
 
Action: United Utilities to provide a copy of the presentation and revised route map to the Clerk for 
reference.  
 
Q: How deep will the tunnel be? What geological surveys have been done? 
A: During Summer 2016 bore holes were sunk to understand the strata along the tunnel path. The tunnel 
will be circa 30m deep (but this depends on the terrain above the tunnel). There is 5 bar water pressure 
within the tunnel, and UU are aware that the rock they are planning on boring through is ‘blue rock’ and is 
exceptionally hard.  
 
Q: Will the tunnel alter the water table above it? The land above the tunnel has natural spring water supply 
and landowners have concern that once the tunnel is installed the water table above will be affected. 
A: UU the tunnel is being bored very deeply and whilst there are fissures in the rock, once the tunnel is in it 
is a sealed unit (the machine bores the tunnel and then clads the inside of it with concrete tunnel rings). It 
won’t impact on the water table levels.  
 
Q: How big is the tunnel? 
A: It is one tunnel 2.4m internal diameter, into which the two 900m pipes will be laid.  
 
Q: Will there be any noise? 
A: No because of the depth. 
 
Q: Will there be surface vibrations? 
A: UU have very sensitive monitoring equipment and have recently used the same equipment to bore a 
tunnel under central London close to listed buildings/museums and the systems didn’t detect any surface 
vibrations. 
 
Q: Will all of the tunnelling process be done from the Naddle End?  
A: Yes, and all bored material will come out from the Naddle End, where possible the removed material will 
be reused or recycled, if this can’t occur then the material will be removed to a licensed facility.  
 
Q: Will the tunnelling be a 24 hour process? 
A: Yes the tunnelling will be running on a 24 hour basis, but the actual above ground compound will be 
working on a standard working day 8am-6pm. UU are in the process of producing a traffic management 
plan which will dictate the access times/flow. UU confirmed that any material removed from the tunnel 
during the night will be stored at the surface and then removed during the normal working hours.  
 
Q: Where exactly is the access for the compound/depot? 
A: Along the footpath below Low Nest (where the stile is).  
 
Serious concern was raised by those present regarding the lack of communication/mis-feed of information 
from UU regarding this project.  
 
Q: Will the footpath be reinstated at the end?  
A: Yes will be reinstated to pre-entry condition. And during the period of the works the footpath will be 
diverted with a formal footpath diversion.  
 
Q: United Utilities have a past track record of the reinstatement of land being less than satisfactory and not 
returning to rectify failures of the reinstatement how will this be handled in this project.  
A: Carl agreed that this has been correct in the past. To try and mitigate this/provide a baseline UU have 
had the entire route aerial surveyed in two different seasons (Autumn & Winter) and when they enter the 
land the entire route will be photographed and a copy of all this information will be provided to each 
landowner as the ‘baseline’ condition of the land. As land drains etc are discovered they too will be 
photographed and the evidence managed in the same way.  
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Q: Should a local contractor be used who is still here when the project is finished to ensure on going after 
care? It is not just immediate reinstatement that is important. 
A: The statutory responsibility for reinstatement is 6 years and they will be using local contractors where 
possible. 
 
Action: Carl to look into if a longer voluntary agreement could be put in place to provide local 
reassurance on the reinstatement of the land.  
 
Q: Please can you clarify the position for access for residents who live on the other side of the pipeline and 
where road closures may reduce/prohibit access? Will UU be working with CCC to improve the quality of 
other access routes to make the serviceable for access?  
A: UU will work with local residents to provide access across the pipeline working corridor where ever 
possible. It maybe that there are short delays whilst access boards are laid over the working corridor etc. 
UU are in on-going dialogue with CCC regarding highways matters etc,  
 
Q: How will the Naddle road be crossed? 
A: It will be an open trench crossing and the road will be closed whilst the crossing takes place (circa 5 
days) with two 3 day periods either side for the laying of the recessed access fencing/removal of the 
fencing etc.  
 
Q: What pressure are you UU putting on CCC to replace/repair the road from St Johns Church down to 
Naddle which is no longer being maintained? 
A:  Carl Saunders agreed to raise this matter with Dominic Donnini and feed back to the Parish Clerk 
regarding this matter. UU confirmed once again that CCC Highways are the ones that will determine the 
final access/egress routes from the depots etc.  
 
Action: Clerk to circulate the response to all councillors once received from UU/CCC. 
 
Q. Will there be traffic lights on the A591 during the works? 
A: No but it is likely there will be a temporary 30mph limit past the access/egress to improve the road 
safety.  A Traffic Management Plan is being prepared in conjunction with CCC.  
 
United Utilities noted the strong concern from local residents regarding the dangerous nature of this stretch 
of road in terms of lack of lines of sites, overtaking, and accident statistics. Also in terms of the large 
amounts of water that runs down the road in bad weather, which then forms into ice in cold weather.  
 
Q: When will the works be taking place? 
A: The aim start laying out the access track and depot area in the Autumn, with the shaft sinking & boring of 
the Tunnel commencing in Jan/Feb 2018.  The tunnel is 1.3km long and will take about 6 months to bore. 
They will then set up the road at the end of the tunnel to remove the tunnelling machine and then 
commence the laying of the pipes within the tunnel.  At the same time they will be working on the Naddle to 
Shoulthwaite Section.  
 
Q: When will the works be taking place in the open tunnel sections? 
A: In agricultural land the works can only take place between the period March-October, starting in Spring 
2018. The aim is to undertake the works from Bridge End Treatment Works- Chestnut Hill in Spring 2018, 
there will be a staggered approach to each section with actual works in each field taking about 6 weeks. 
The easement fencing will be erected in advance and will remain in situ for approx. 18months-2 years and 
will only be removed once the reinstated ground is stock proof. Crossing points over the working easement 
will remain in place until the actual works are taking place on site and will then be closed for safety during 
the works.  
 
Q: How large is the easement fencing? 
A: The Easement corridor is 40m wide to provide the relevant working width, this will be reduced/narrowed 
at hedge crossings/road crossings where possible. It is a post and rail fence that will enclose the working 
easement. The aim would be to have the area reinstated/and returned to cultivation around Spring 2019.  
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Q: Have you looked at the option of putting the access road from the compounds to the old A66 and then 
directly on to the A66 rather than accessing the site from the A591 with all haulage traffic going down into 
Keswick and turning right on the A66 to avoid it going through the town? 
A: United Utilities agreed to look into the options regarding this matter, they are aiming to take the 
easiest/safest access routes and to dig up as little land as possible.  
 
Action: UU to feed back on the possibility of considering this revised access route to the Parish 
Clerk for circulate to all. 
 
Q: Where will the works be located in this year? 
A: The works this year will take place from the A66 Crosthwaite Roundabout to the Castle Inn (circa 8km), 
along with works from Williamsgate to Quarry Hill, and on the outskirts of Cockermouth.  In addition there 
will be pockets of activity within the more local area on vegetation removal/preparation for the works 
commencing. 
 
Q: How are you getting through Shoulthwaite Moss? 
A: It has been a challenge, but the route is now skirting the Moss and is going through the very edge of the 
Moss along the forest road where the bore holes were dug. In addition all the consents/environmental 
derogations have been applied for/are in place.  
 
In addition UU noted that prior to works commencing a large amount of planning conditions have to be 
discharged regarding matters including drainage/water table impacts, reinstatement etc. These conditions 
have to be approved prior to works commencing.  
 
Q: When the job has finished and the grass is reinstated/replanted will it be done with the appropriate seed 
mix for the area? 
A:  A team of land agents will be working with landowners to ensure the correct seed mixes are used.  
 
Q: Will there be any better management of Thirlmere when the pipeline is completed to help avoid/mitigate 
flooding? 
A: Currently UU are restricted in how much water they can let out of the reservoir. UU have been working 
with Keswick Flood Action Group to look at how UU can release more water that won’t cause flooding else 
where to allow for more capacity for storm water storage during bad weather. One of the matters that they 
are looking into as part of the wider West Cumbria Pipeline Project is the replacement of valves at 
Thirlmere (currently only one is controllable and can only be either open of closed) which will enable more 
control to be had over the release of water from the reservoir.  However prior to additional water being 
released a full environmental impact assessment has to be undertaken (which is currently in progress).   
 
Action: UU to update the council when the EIA has been completed 
 
Q: To what extent have you looked at increasing flood alleviation through the new works rather than the 
replacement of existing valves.  
A: There is no flood alleviation planned as part of this scheme, but as part of the scheme there maybe 
further capacity for retention in Thirlmere that might have a flood benefit.  
 
Q: How much water can the pipes remove in a day? 
A: About 90 megalitres a day (90 million litres a day), it is gravity fed and controlled at the far end so there 
has to be somewhere for the water to go. UU confirmed that they have no intention of altering the working 
level of Thirlmere at the moment.  
 
United Utilities noted the public concern over the downward trend in the management of Thirlmere since 
the locally based officers ceased managing the site.  
 
19/17 Public Participation 
 
Cumbria Farmer Flood Group 
 
Mr P Barnes attended the meeting to speak about the Cumbria Farmer Flood Group, which was started 
following frustration with the Environment Agency & Cumbria County Council at the lack of works being 
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done. Meetings have been held with across the county now with many local Councils providing written 
support to the idea of farmers providing management to reduce flooding.  The Group feel that many of the 
issues stem from the rising levels of river beds due to lack of gravel extraction and poor infrastructure 
management. The Group are wanting support to give them a mandate to speak on the top level to get 
actions on flooding rather than words on flooding. 
 
There is a strong public opinion that this project is nothing to do with water sustainability but is to do with 
putting in a supply to the nuclear industry.   
 
The Group believe that if roadside ditches/pipes were maintained correctly by the relevant authorities then 
these issues wouldn’t occur. The Carlisle area are taking it one step further and saying that people should 
consider taking legal action against authorities for their culpability in the events. 
 
Mr P Barnes informed the meeting that the group feel that the Environment Agency via the Rivers Trust are 
the opposite of an ecology group as they are preserving neglect, not conservation or habitat improvement.  
The entire system needs a re-think in terms of drainage plan. 
 
Mr P Barnes asked the Council to support him and his group representing circa 1000 farmers and over 
150k of population to take the matter to the Council to ask them to allow the Cumbria Farmers Flood Group 
to speak at the highest level regarding these concerns.  
 
Mr Barnes informed the meeting that they have met with the EA and demanded that the community needs 
a voice at the top table via either the Cumbria Farmers Flood Group or through the catchment approach.  
The EA have accepted the Cumbria Farmers Flood Group (CFFG) as a representative, the Derwent 
Catchment have still not decided on a representative to sit on this group. 
 
On a local level one of the largest issues is that the constant releases from Thirlmere don’t allow any bank 
stability to occur e.g. flora growth and associated stabilisation via root structure, the CFFG want to get 
infrastructure improvements in urban and rural areas regarding watercourse management, and get wildlife 
back on the priorities list.  
 
Mr P Barnes informed the meeting that they have done experiments at two different points and removed 
4000 & 5000 tonnes of gravel respectively from different sites, which if they could be sold would have 
raised circa 25k (if it had been screened) a screener could be purchased for circa 28k.  
 
Mr P Barnes left the meeting. 
 
Resolved by all present that St John’s, Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council fully support the Cumbria 
Farmers Flood Group in their proposals. 
 
Action: Clerk to confirm this support in writing to the CFFG.  
 
20/17 Update from visiting councillors/other bodies. 
 
None received 
 
22/17 Report on Matters Arising/Clerks Report 
 
Resolved that the Clerks written report be noted as received and unless mentioned below no further 
actions were required/or updates received. 
 
22/17  Highways & Transport matters 
 
Vehicles leaving the Old Coach Road track. It was noted that this had been reported to the Police who had 
attended and were going to pay the drivers in question a visit.    
 
23/17 Planning Applications for Consideration 
 
Ref:    PB/2016/0055 
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Location:   Phone Box in lay by opposite Causeyway Foot, Naddle, Keswick 
Proposal:    Proposed removal of public payphone (0 uses in last 12 months to 29/11/16) 
 
Resolved by all present that the Council had no comments or objections relating to this units that have 
been minimally used in the last 12 months. 
 
Action: Clerk to submit this comment.  
 
Ref:   PB/2016/0050 
Location:  Phone Box Car park nr Wythburn Church, Thirlmere 
Proposal:  Proposed removal of public payphone (0 uses in last 12 months to 29/11/16) 
 
Resolved by all present that the Council had no comments or objections relating to this units that have 
been minimally used in the last 12 months. 
 
Action: Clerk to submit this comment.  
 
Ref:   PB/2016/0057 
Location:  Phone box near to 1 Stannah Lane, Thirlmere, Keswick 
Proposal:  Proposed removal of public payphone (0 uses in last 12 months to 29/11/16) 
 
Resolved by all present that the Council had no comments or objections relating to this units that have 
been minimally used in the last 12 months. 
 
Action: Clerk to submit this comment.  
 
Ref:   PB/2016/0063 
Location:  Phone box Chapel House, Threlkeld Quarry, Keswick 
Proposal:  Proposed removal of public payphone (5 uses in the last 12 months to 29/11/16) 
 
Resolved by all present that the Council had no comments or objections relating to this units that have 
been minimally used in the last 12 months. 
 
Action: Clerk to submit this comment.  
 
Ref:   7/2017/2039 
Location:  Mire House, Threlkeld, Keswick 
Proposal:  Grass covered self catering camping pods 
 
Resolved by all present that the Council have no objection to this proposal. 
 
Action: Clerk to submit this comment. 
 
Ref:   7/2017/2056 
Location:  Land to east of the A591 near Dunmail Raise, Thirlmere, Keswick 
Proposal: Removal of existing culverted pipe crossing proving quad bike access & replacement 

with clear span timber bridge with stone abutments 
 
Resolved by all present that the Council fully support this proposal. 
 
Action: Clerk to submit this comment.  
 
Ref: 7/2017/2054 
Location: Row End, St Johns-in-the-Vale, Keswick, Cumbria, CA12 4UB 
Proposal: Single storey dining room extension 
 
Resolved by all present that the Council have no objection to this proposal. 
 
Action: Clerk to submit this comment.  
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Ref: 7/2017/2053 
Location: Land to east of A591 & south of Thirlspot Farm, Thirlmere, Keswick 
Proposal: Construction of replacement access bridge following damage caused during Storm 

Desmond 
 
Resolved by all present that the Council have no objection to this proposal. 
 
Action: Clerk to submit this comment.   
 
Ref: 7/2017/2066 
Location: Castlerigg Farm, Castlerigg, Keswick, CA12 4TE 
Proposal: Use of existing caravan & camping site for 12months of the year (current use 

restricted to 1 March-15 November) 
 
Resolved by all present that the Council have no objection to this proposal. 
 
Action: Clerk to submit this comment.  
 
24/17 Planning Decisions 
 
Resolved that the below decision be noted: 
 
Planning Ref Location Proposal Decision 
7/2016/2296 Land to the south of the 

A66 & West of River 
Greta 

Construction of gauging 
station and associated 
infrastructure 

Approved  

7/2016/2341 West of Thirlmere 
Reservoir, Thirlmere 

Repairs to permissive 
path along the West of 
Thirlmere 

Approved 

 
25/17 Correspondence received 
 
Resolved that all correspondence be noted as received unless otherwise mentioned below.  
 

i. Allerdale Borough Council Electoral Review- It was noted that the proposal was to link St John’s 
Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council with Keswick in terms of ABC wards. 

ii. Defib Offer from the Village Hall- Resolved by all present that if the Village Hall would like to 
purchase a defib this would be greatly appreciated but that the Parish Council don’t feel they are 
able to take on the commitment of the on-going management of a unit.  

 
26/17 Finance & Accounts 
 

i. Bank Reconciliation  
 
Resolved that it be noted that the current Bank Balance for the Parish Council was noted and the Bank 
reconciliation be signed as a true & accurate record.  
 

ii. Receipts  
 
Resolved that it be noted that the following receipts have been received: 
 
Newsletter Income £490 
 

iii. Invoices for Approval 
 
Resolved by all present that the below invoices be approved & the cheques signed by two signatories (Cllr 
C Archbold & Cllr M Cockburn). 
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Invoice Received from Works/Services undertaken Amount 
Geoff Darrall  Magazine Expenses £91.94 
CALC Training Costs (C Archbold) £35.00 

CALC Training Costs (S Hope) £35.00 
Lakeland PC Website hosting £100 
HMRC PAYE £151.20 
Becx Carter Salary (Via SO) £594.04 
Becx Carter Expenses £48.39 

 
Action: Clerk to process the above invoices for payment.  
 

iv. Appointing of Internal Auditor 
 
Resolved by all present that Mrs J Airey be appointed as the internal auditor for St John’s Castlerigg & 
Wythburn for the forthcoming coming financial year end.  
 
Action: Clerk to complete the internal audit. 
 

v. Request for funding Cumbria Dyslexia Project 
 
Resolved by all present that as the request has not come from a constituted charitable body and appears 
to be a request to duplicate statutory funding as such the Council aren’t able to support the request at this 
stage. 
 
Action: Clerk to communicate this to the applicant. 
 

vi. Request for funding Cumbria First Responders 
 
Resolved by all present at the suggestion of Cllr Darrell that this matter be considered by Village Hall 
Committee.  
 
Action: Cllr P Darrell to raise this as the next Village Hall Meeting.  
 
27/17 Councillor Matters 
 
Village Hall Tree Felling- Cllr L Walton informed the meeting that he had sought the guidance of Mr P Fox 
of the Forestry Commission who had confirmed he would prefer it if the already pollarded/coppiced trees 
continue to be pollarded/coppiced and that the dead trees are left as habitats for wildlife. The contractor 
who did the original works to the trees is to be contacted again and ask if he can undertaken the required 
works.  
 
C/Cllr A Lysser- Resolved by all present that a letter of thanks be sent to C/Cllr A Lysser for all his work in 
his role as County Councillor over the last 4 years. 
 
Action: Clerk to send this letter.  
 
28/17 Date of Next meeting 
 
Resolved that the next meeting time be 18th May 2017 at 19:00 (APM) 
 
Meeting Closed 20:45 
 
 
Signed…………………………………………………………………………. Cllr I Hartland (Chairman) 
	


