Parish Council of St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Minutes


Minutes of the meeting of the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council held at Thirlmere Recreational Hall on Thursday 17th January 2019 at 19:00

Present: Mr I Hartland (Chairman), Mr M Cockbain, Mr B Vidler, Mrs S Hope, Mrs P Darrall, Mr L Walton, Ms B Carter (Clerk), 2 members of the public.  

United Utilities Representatives: Mr D Watson, Mr I McCoy, Mr A Roe, & Mr D Hunt. 

1/19 Apologies for Absence.

Cllr D Lamb

2/19 Declarations of Interest & Requests for dispensations

Cllr I Hartland declared an interest in planning reference 7/2018/2288 and took no part in the discussions relating to this application. 

3/19 Approval of the minutes of the meeting held 29th November 2018 

Resolved by all present that the minutes be signed by Chairman as a true and accurate record of the meeting held on the 29th November 2018

Action: Clerk to upload the minutes to the website. 

04/19 Public Participation

A member of the public attended to speak regarding planning application 7/2018/2284 which St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council objected to at the November 2018 meeting.

The Clerk read out a pre-submitted email from the members of the public prior to the members of the public speaking which laid out 4 concerns regarding the objection submitted to the LDNPA on the 20th November 2018. 

1) That the proposal will be removing a parking space in order to build the garage and the garage will only accommodate one vehicle. The land where the vehicles are parked is private land and accommodated two vehicles, it is not designated as a parking area. The applicant is a family of four adults each with a vehicle. By ‘removing’ one parking space the applicant will utilise waste ground where no parking is possible, allowing for the accommodation of three vehicles
2) The Parish Council concerns regarding the garage abutting the road causing access issues. Currently the vehicles project outside the proposed building area. This would cease if the garage was built alleviating the ‘narrowing’ of the road.
3) Parish Council concerns about the garage creating worsening access for ambulances. The applicants house is the last house in the row. Access to the properties beyond is by use of the Quarry. No access issues exist. 
4) That there have been no access difficulties by any authorities outside of our property and the member of the public suggests that the Parish Councils inference of this is misleading. 

The two members of the public then spoke to the matter for 5 minutes as public participation. They confirmed verbally that if the Parish Council were to retract their objection & the development were to be allowed this development would out of the loss of ½ a parking space create 3 parking spaces. 

The Parish Council thanked members of the public for attending and confirmed that the matter would be discussed later on in the agenda.

The two members of the public left the meeting. 

05/19 Update from visiting councillors/other bodies.

Police Report- It was noted that the 10 weekly Parish Council engagement meetings have now ceased due to staff resource issues. 

LDNPA- The Clerk informed all present that the next stage of LDNPA Local Plan Review has been delayed due to the volume of comments received in response to the consultation held during Summer/Autumn of 2019. 

06/19 Reports on Matters Arising/Clerks Report

Resolved that the Clerks report as circulated be noted as received.

Thirlmere Dam Road

The Clerk informed the meeting that no further updates have been received from the CCC since the update provided at the November meeting.

It was noted by the Parish Council that the closure of the Dam & Western Road has been persisting for over 18months now and the issue requires rectification before the start of the tourist season for 2019.

Action: Clerk to pursue this with CCC and update all Councillors by email. 

07/19 Highways & Transport Matters

Temporary Speed Restrictions on the A591

It was noted that a broadcast notice had been issued by CCC confirming a 10mph speed limit on the A591 from the dual carriage way road end, to Swirls Car Park, under traffic light & convoy control for 3 weeks commencing from the 21st January 2019. 

Action: Clerk to seek further clarity from CCC Highways on the works being undertaken as part of this speed restriction and circulate information to all councillors. 

08/19 Planning Applications

Review of comments on application 7/2018/2284

Following the attendance of the two members of the public regarding this application, and the explanation provided by the members of the public regarding the fact that this application will allow for the use of land that is currently redundant and inaccessible to alleviate parking issues which was not clear in the original application. 

Councillors Vidler, Walton & Cockbain (in compliance with Standing Orders) moved a motion to reconsider the resolution given by the Parish Council at the November 2018 meeting.

Proposed that the Parish Council’s objection to application reference 7/2018/2284 be withdrawn and a no objection response be submitted in its place. The justification for this being that new information had been provided to the Parish Council clarifying matters that had been unclear in the original application. In particular with regard to the benefit of this application in utilising redundant land to address parking issues. The Parish Council further noted that the alleviation of parking issues would improve clear access on the legal right of access to the domestic properties recently built (planning application reference 7/2011/2085). Resolved by all present that this proposal be approved. 

Action: Clerk to submit this revision to the LDNPA. 

Ref:		7/2018/2288
Location: 	King Kong Climbing Walls, Threlkeld  
Proposal: 	To build a timber building on land behind existing workshop for use as an essential office space. 

Cllr I Hartland declared and interest in this application and abstained from discussions relating to the application. 

Resolved by all present that the Parish Council have no objections to this proposal. The new building appears to be designed to be visibly low intrusion and when compared to the size of the other structures on the site will blend in. 

Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 

9/19 Planning Decisions.

Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted as received. 


	Ref No
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	7/2018/2303
	Birkett Mire, Threlkeld
	Use of vacant agricultural shed for caravan storage
	Approved with conditions

	7/2018/2278
	Refectory Keep, Keswick
	Conversion of garage to form local needs dwelling
	Approved with conditions

	7/2018/2271
	Land adjacent to Dale Head Hall Hotel, Keswick
	Construction of stone pedestrian access path to provide access to rain gauge
	Approved with conditions 



10/19 Correspondence Received.

Resolved by all present that all correspondence listed on the Clerks report be noted as received. 

Footway Lighting Update from ABC

The Clerk informed all councillors that a letter was received from Allerdale Borough Council in Dec 2018 which suggested that footway lighting would be transferred to Parish Councils from April 2020. 

CALC have followed up on this matter and have confirmed that Parish Councils can’t be forced to take on footway lights. The letter from ABC was notification that that at some point in the future the will be looking to speak with Parish Councils regarding asset transfer.

1) Notification of outcome of Community Governance Review

Resolved that it be noted that Allerdale Borough Council have formally approved the Community Governance Reviews that were consulted on in late 2018. The impact for St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn is the removal of the properties on Fieldside Close & Londsdale View from within the Parish. These properties move to being part of Keswick Town Council with whom they more naturally align. 

Action: Clerk to circulate revised Parish Map once it is received from ABC.

2) Highways England Consultation Re Threlkeld- Scales Cycleway.

Resolved by all present that as long as these proposals wouldn’t result in any further A66 Closures (Overnight or otherwise) and would be managed under traffic light control the Parish Council support the provision of a safe cycle route. 

Action: Clerk to submit these comments to Highways England. 

11/19 Finance, Accounts & Governance

Invoices for Approval

Resolved by all present that the below invoices be paid. Cheques were signed by two designated signatories. 

	To
	For
	Amount

	Geoff Darrall
	Newsletter Expenses
	£119.13



Action: Clerk to pay the above accounts.

To approve & sign the Bank Reconciliation & Spend Against Budget Report

Resolved by all present that the Bank Reconciliation be signed as a true and accurate record by Cllr I Hartland

Approval of revised standing orders

The Clerk informed the meeting that three minor revisions were required to the Standing Orders to bring them in line with recent Statutory changes relating to the General Data Protection Regulations. 
Resolved by all present that the new Standing Orders be adopted with immediate effect. 

Action: Clerk to update the website

Confirmation of Statutory Salary Increase for the Clerk 

Resolved that it be noted that a Statutory Pay Rise has been approved Nationally. 

Action: Clerk to calculate the revised standing order required and any balancing payment for the March 2019 meeting.

12/19 United Utilities Project Update

Four representatives of the United Utilities West Cumbria Link Project attended the meeting to provide an update on the progress and forward plan for this project. 

Mr Dave Watson
Mr Ian McCoy
Mr Andy Roe
Mr Dan Hunt 

In the immediate local area, the majority of the link main is in place with some ‘gaps’ in Bassenthwaite (about 400m remaining), either side of Keswick to link up the works that have been completed, Castlerigg Tunnel- Chestnut Hill & the area within the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council.

The main focus for the 2019 season is the works within the Parish from Bridge End to Castlerigg Tunnel works.  A couple of small areas have been done in advance in this area (St Johns Beck & A591 Crossing). The approximate plan for the project in 2019 is looking at vegetation removal along the working easement in February 2019 with fencing then being erected following this the ground preparation will commence with a view to the pipe being laid through the summer & reinstatement starting in Autumn 2019.  The finer details of the plans will be known by the Public Meeting that will be held on the 12th March 2019. The exact plans are not yet in place as they are still being finalised and require sign off by all relevant organisations. 

Dan Hunt reassured all present that the project is well aware of the very sensitive nature of the areas in which the project will be working within the St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish. In particular they are still working on a plan for the crossing of Shoulthwaite Moss, and the works that are going to be done in the close proximity of the Naddle Beck. 

It was confirmed that when the works commence, they will only access the working easement from the Shoulthwaite end, and they will start work at the far end and work backwords to prevent damanging the already worked ground and to remove the need for any other access routes. 

Concern was raised by councillors present regarding alternative access arrangements for the forestry track at Shoulthwaite if this is to be closed in particular for the deer stalking contract for the United Utilities land and the tenants of Armboth Fell. 

Action: Ian McCoy to ensure that all those with a right of access along this track is consulted in the next month to ensure the minimum of disruption linked to the project. 

Councillors present raised queries relating to the planned timetable for the road crossing on the Dalebottom-Naddle road as this is the only official access road in/out of these residences & farms. 

United Utilities confirmed that a full road closure would be required whilst the pipe crosses this road and that they would look into working with CCC to ensure that the road over the top is in as good a condition as possible for access purposes (in particular Broadstones-Sykes Farm), additionally UU confirmed that they would be giving consideration to how emergency vehicles would access this area during the road closure. Consideration would also need to be given to impacts of severe weather during the road closure e.g. snow/flooding which would make the road up to the Church impassable thereby trapping local residents. 

Action: United Utilities via Mr Ian McCoy to confirm the arrangements for this road closure to the Clerk for distribution.

Action: United Utilities to send a copy of all documents shown/presented on the 12th March 2019 to the Clerk for reference & distribution to Parish Councillors. 

All present thanked the United Utilities team for attending. 

13/19 Councillor Matters

1. A query was raised regarding the works United Utilities are undertaking on the Western Side of Thirlmere and if any works were being done outside of just emergency felling works following the beast from the east & Phytophthora removal. 

Cllr L Walton confirmed that UU were still working to remove all the damaged stock and this appeared to be all they were doing.

Action: Clerk to ask UU for an update on the works being undertaken and the timescales remaining.

2. Carol Signing. Cllr P Darrall informed all those present that the Carol singing had been very well attended and the feedback received from residents & visitors alike was overwhelmingly positive. A total of £325 was raised which has been donated to the Friends of Keswick Hospital for use in the finishing works on the 4 new rooms that are being created currently. 

14/19 Date of Next meeting

Resolved by all present that the date of the next meeting be Thursday 21st March 2019 at 19:00


Meeting Closed 20:35

Signed…………………………………………………………………………. Cllr I Hartland (Chairman)
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