Parish Council of St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Minutes


Minutes of the meeting of the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council held at Thirlmere Recreational Hall on Thursday 26th July 2018 at 19:00

Present: Mr I Hartland (Chairman), Mr M Cockbain, Mr B Vidler, Mr L Walton, Mrs S Hope, Mr D Lamb, Ms B Carter (Clerk). 1 Member of the Public. 

50/18 Apologies for Absence.

Mrs C Archbold & Mrs P Darrall.

51/18 Declarations of Interest & Requests for dispensations

Mr D Lamb declared an interest in planning application ref 7/2018/2168 and left the room whilst the matter was considered. 

52/18 Approval of the minutes of the meeting held 28th June 2018 

Resolved by all present that the minutes be signed by Chairman as a true and accurate record of the meeting held on the 28th June 2018   

Action: Clerk to upload the minutes to the website. 

53/18 Public Participation

1 Member of the public attended to raise a number of issues:

1) The Speed that Traffic travels along the Quarry Road is unacceptable and regularly in excess of the 20mph speed limit. Additional Signage is required to encourage drivers to comply with the speed restriction e.g. ‘Slow School Holidays’. Due to the increased amount of children playing out during the holiday period. 

Action: Clerk to raise this concern with Cumbria County Council 

2) Protected Species in the Quarry. A number of planning applications have been submitted recently that state there are no protected species within the Quarry area. This is believed to be incorrect as there are red squirrels & deer present. In addition there is a jackdaw roost.

Action: Clerk to note these concerns to the LDNPA and query how this should be recognised as part of the planning process. 

3) King Kong Site Lighting- Concern was raised regarding the large amount of flood lighting/security lighting that is erected on the King Kong Site which causes disturbance to local residents and wildlife. The member of the public present queried if planning permission was required for the lighting.
4) Planning application ref 7/2018/2116.  The member of the public present raised a number of issues regarding this application. Firstly that the regrading of the route at the Threlkeld end will result of woodland which contains red squirrels; secondly, that the proposed surface covering is tarmac which is un-natural in the landscape; thirdly that a result of the tarmac surface it is likely that cyclists using the route would go faster and with no audible means of warning the risk of conflict between the users of the route is significantly increased. 

These comments were noted by all Councillors present.

54/18 Update from visiting councillors/other bodies.

Police Report- The Police report was noted as received with 5 incidents having occurred within the Parish in the last 2 months.. The next community engagement meeting will be held on the 7th August 2018.

LDNPA- The Clerk informed the Parish Council that the LDNPA with less than a months notice had decided they would no longer be consulting Parish Councils in paper format despite no formal consultation, or plan in place on how the revised electronic consultations would work given the lack of equipment & wi-fi that Parish Councils have. 

Action: Clerk to inform the LDNPA of the Parish Councils upset & disappointed at the way the LDNPA have proceed with this. St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council have no means of accessing plans at meetings and as such feel they are being disenfranchised by the LDNPA from being consulted. 

55/18 Reports on Matters Arising/Clerks Report

Resolved that the Clerks report as circulated be noted as received.

United Utilities West Coast Pipeline Update

The Clerk informed the meeting that the last update received from United Utilities in June 2018 confirmed that tunnelling activities would commence in Mid-Late May. UU confirmed that the works had commenced in the form of creation of accesses etc.  UU confirmed that the dates of the target programme are subject to variance if needed for securing necessary permits, landowners consents & approvals. 

Regarding Shoulthwaite Moss there is an agreed route secured through planning, and the route hasn’t changed. If any changes were required they would need to be agreed with the relevant authorities and the stakeholders would be updated. 

No further updates have been received.

Action: Clerk to circulate any updates received to all councillors via email. 

56/18 Highways & Transport Matters

Burns Lonnin-  No update has been received from Cumbria County Council to the latest concerns raised regarding this matter. The condition has continued to deteriorate. 

Resolved by all present that the Clerk contact Cumbria County Council once again regarding this matter and request that ‘do not follow Sat Nav’ signs are erected to try and reduce the risk of any further visitors using the route and getting stuck.

Action: Clerk to contact Cumbria County Council regarding this matter. 

It was suggested that United Utilities be contacted to ask if when they come to remove the access routes from the tunnelling project if the rough slate that was used for the access roads could be used to fill the issues on Burns Lonnin then Cumbria County Council/United Utilities be asked to top dress the hardcore. 

Action: Clerk to raise this idea with Cumbria County Council if they are not forthcoming with repairing the road.

Thirlmere Dam & Western Road- Concern was raised that the Parish Council have not had any further updates regarding these closures, or seen any consultation documents regarding the future re-opening of the Dam road following the United Utilities works which have resulted in the road being unable to be reopened to two way traffic.

It was noted by a Councillor that United Utilities are utilising the road being closed to undertake the scheduled felling on the Western Side of Thirlmere. 

Action: Clerk to chase up the progress on re-opening of this road/the length of the closure/consultation regarding the Dam road closure and distribute to all.

Wanthwaite Bridge- Concern was noted regarding the large/heavy vehicles that used the Wanthwaite Bridge (U2234) road during the recent closure of the B5322.  

Resolved by all present that the Clerk contact Cumbria County Council to ask the process for having the bridge inspected for damage due to the heavy usage and also to consider the imposition of a weight limit on this bridge to prevent this issue occurring in the future and protect the bridge structure.

Resolved by all present that the Clerk contact CCC to ask why no notice was received of this road closure and raise concerns over the inappropriate signage that was used for the road closure (resulting in vehicles getting trapped on the B5322 trying to turn round – rather than the closure being signed at the A66 junction). 

Action: Clerk to proceed with this request.

57/18 Planning Applications

Ref:		7/2018/2139
Location: 	Sunset Hill, Keswick, CA12 4RN 
Proposal: 	Live/work unit including development kitchen, integral garage & additional parking 

Resolved by all present that the Parish Council have no objections to this development but would request that an appropriate local occupancy clause be imposed on the new development, and that all other planning conditions imposed on the remainder of the Sunset Hill development should also be included on this application to ensure that this development is contiguous with the rest of the site. 

Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 

Ref: 		7/2018/2169
Location:	Moor Farm, Castlerigg, Keswick
Proposal:	Create a covered midden and concrete pad adjacent to an existing cattle shed

Resolved by all present that the Parish Council have no comments or objections to this development.

Action: Clerk to submit these comments.

Ref:		7/2018/2116
Location: 	Site of Keswick to Threlkeld Railway
Proposal:	Re-instatement, improvement & resurfacing of a traffic free Multi-User Trail along a section of former railway line between Keswick & Threlkeld. 

Resolved by all present that the Parish Council fully support this development to reinstate this valuable local asset. The Parish Council request that appropriate conditions are applied to any approval to protect the/preserve the track bed of the former railway as per other developments along the route in case of any future plans to reinstate the railway line. The Parish Council also noted concerns regarding the potential increase in the speed of cyclists on the faster surface and would encourage the LDNPA where possible to encourage cycle calming measures. Finally the Parish Council note that there are Red Squirrels present in the woodland along this route and care should be taken to protect & preserve these mammals during the re-grading of the route at the Threlkeld end. 

Action: Clerk to submit these comments.

Ref: 		7/2018/2168
Location: 	Burns Farm, St Johns in the Vale
Proposal:	Current male & female shower/toilet block converted into a shop & current agricultural shed converted in to a shower block.

Cllr D Lamb left the room.

Resolved by all present that the Parish Council have no comments or objections to this proposal.

Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 

58/18 Planning Decisions.

Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted as received. 

	Ref No
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	7/2018/2035
	1 Yew Tree Cottages, St Johns in the Vale
	Demolition of existing attached single storey garage & replacement with two storey extension to original cottage
	Approved with Conditions. 

	7/2018/2031 & 7/2018/2021 & 7/2018/2093 Bridge End Water Treatment Works, Bridge End. Various compliance with condition applications relating to the United Utilities Pipeline project. 



59/18 Correspondence Received.

Resolved by all present that all correspondence listed on the Clerks report be noted as received. 

60/18 Finance, Accounts & Governance

Invoices for Approval

Resolved by all present that the below invoices be paid. Cheques were signed by two designated signatories. 

	To
	For
	Amount

	HMRC 
	PAYE Qtr 1
	£151

	Becx Carter
	Salary (Via SO) Qtr 1
	£604.32

	Geoff Darrall
	Newsletter Expenses
	£208.45

	John Jackson
	Dalebottom Noticeboard Replacement
	£200



Action: Clerk to pay the above accounts.

To approve & sign the Bank Reconciliation & Spend Against Budget Report

Resolved by all present that the Bank Reconciliation be signed as a true and accurate record by Cllr D Lamb.

S.137 Request St Johns Church

The Clerk informed the Parish Council that a request had been received for a grant from the Parish Council towards Churchyard Maintenance which could be used in the future to cover equipment hire for Churchyard Grasscutting.

Resolved by all present that the Parish Council would consider a grant request from the Church if it were supported by receipts for the hire of the relevant equipment.  This is to ensure that the funds are only used for Churchyard Maintenance. 

Action: Clerk to communicate this decision to the Church and ensure that appropriate figures are included in future budgets. 

Consideration of submission of an application to the United Utilities Legacy Fund

The Clerk informed those present that it had been confirmed that an application for De-fib purchases would be eligible within the rules of the fund. 

It was noted that the Village Hall do not wish a unit to be sited on the building due to concerns about the ongoing requirements for checking/monitoring the unit. 

Resolved by all present that the Clerk seek the relevant consents for the installation of defib units in the Telephone Box at Threlkeld Quarry and if possible on the Lodge in the Vale. If consents are granted, then an application be submitted to the Legacy Fund. 

Action: Clerk to proceed with this matter. 

Budget authorisation for Website HTTPS Works

The Clerk informed the meeting that following a recent change in how Google views websites all websites need to move to being HTTPS rather than HTTP format to prevent them being listed as ‘content not secure’.

Resolved by all present that a budget of £80 be approved for these works to be undertaken.

Action: Clerk to authorise the commencement of these work. 

61/18 Councillor Matters

Coach Road- It was noted that a group of volunteers have been fundraising and undertaking works to improve the condition of the Coach Road.   Which was badly damaged during the storms over the previous winters.  

The Parish Council noted their thanks to the group of volunteers for their commendable works. 

It is possible that the group may seek grant support from the Parish Council in the future.

Motorbikes in the Countryside

It was noted by all those present that there have been a number of incidents recently where large groups of motorbikes have surprised walkers. Most notably on Tuesday 24th July 2018 a walker was surprised on Raise by a group of 7 or more motorbike riders to the point at which the individual felt intimidated and threatened.  In addition there are often motorbikes riding in Klondike Quarry and up on to the screes on Clough Head. 

Action: Clerk to contact the LNPDA and raise these concerns and ask what enforcement they can do.
Action: Clerk to contact the LDNPA & CCC and ask for improved signage at either end of the Coach Road (large) reminding users of the code of conduct on this green road.

62/18 Date of Next meeting

27th September 2018 at 19:00

Meeting Closed 20:15

Signed…………………………………………………………………………. Cllr I Hartland (Chairman)
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