Parish Council of St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Minutes


Minutes of the meeting of the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council held at Thirlmere Recreational Hall on Thursday 22nd March 2018 at 19:00.

Present: Mr I Hartland (Chairman), Mrs C Archbold, Mr M Cockbain, Mrs P Darrall, Mr B Vidler, Mr L Walton, Ms B Carter (Clerk), Ms D Marsh (Stakeholder Co-ordinator for UU), Mr S Mooney (Principle Project Manager UU), Mr Andy Roe (LDNPA), Mr D Hunt (LDNPA), 2 members of the public. 

15/18  Apologies for Absence.

Apologies were received from Cllr S Hope, Cllr D Lamb, A/BC Cllr M Pugmire

16/18 Declarations of Interest & Requests for dispensations

None 

17/18 Approval of the minutes of the meeting held 18th January 2018

Resolved by all present that the minutes be signed by Chairman as a true and accurate record of the meeting held on the 18th January 2018.  

Action: Clerk to upload the minutes to the website. 

18/18 Public Participation

Two members of the attended to speak regarding 7/2018/2046 (Refectory Keep).  In addition two written representations were received relating to this application.

A summary of the points made by the applicant is provided below.

This is a revised application following the withdrawal of 7/2017/2257 which was objected to by a number of parties including St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council.  This application has been revised taking into account the comments made on the original application.  The overall aim of the design by the applicant is to be as environmentally sustainable as possible and to enhance the local environs by being in keeping with the local vernacular. 

This design has been modified including reducing this size so that it now fits within the existing footprint of the current buildings, this means it is less imposing from the road. The new design is more traditional and more in keeping with the local architectural heritage. In addition the elevation viewed from the road is now going to be slate clad. The balcony has been removed from the designs as it was thought to be intrusive. Finally the fence has been removed and the boundary will be defined using planting. 

The applicant confirmed to the meeting that he has worked with the Lake District National Park Authority on this design and encompassed their advice into this new design, in particular the LDNPA requested that the design differentiate using materials between the garage part (Render with a Slate Roof), and the new part (Steel roof, timber & slate). 

The proposed development will have a very high sustainability/energy efficiency rating if approved. 

A neighbour to the development then spoke and confirmed that he had been the one who submitted the original application (7/2015/2066). He confirmed that he is fully in support of the current plans.  The area is a mixed development with a number of different shapes & styles of building within close proximity to this application. The ridge line of Storms House is significantly higher than this proposed development (by between 4-5m).  

The Clerk read out two written representations regarding this development which raised the following points.

Email 1:
-That the development is still too large, height, domineering & a non traditional structure
-The internal floor area remains the same, being significantly larger (3X) that of the previously approved application for a 3 bed local needs house. 
-The height remains the same
-Some attempt has been made to disguise the non-traditional build of the east wing, but it is still timber clad with a metal roof.

Email 2:
-The revised plans are not substantially different in the areas of sheer scale of the development & its visual impact
-The overall size & height of the building are the same
-Concerns relating to the design principle regarding the window reveals (designed from the inside out, which is the opposite of the constraints imposed by the LDNPA on the Sunset Hill development). 
-Concerns relating to the light pollution generated by the building.

19/18 United Utilities West Cumbria Link Main Update

United Utilities attending the meeting to provide an update on this project. The presentation was led by Mr Sean Mooney, with specific issues addressed by Mr Andy Roe & Mr Dan Hunt. 

Mr A Roe & Mr D Hunt are employed by the LDNPA to co-ordinate the environmental management for this project and to work with the applicant on the discharge of relevant planning conditions.  

The overall project remains on target for overall completion by March 2022, with commissioning of the treatment works starting in March 2020. 

The project didn’t progress as far as UU hoped in the Bassenthwaite area in the 2017 year (Underskiddaw/Bassenthwaite).  However in terms of the overall project 23km of piping is in the ground of a total of 95.6km which needs to be laid. The project has now worked over 330,000 man hours accident free. UU are working on the discharge of planning conditions as part of the on-going project delivery. 

Mr Mooney confirmed that they have learnt a number of lessons from Year 1 not least the impact of the weather & its associated environmental impacts. As a result the project has had to raise the team & resources around environmental challenges.  The discharge of planning conditions has also provide challenging, along with on-going delays around the A66 compound which is now hopefully moving forward. The final significant lesson that has been learnt relates to the importance of communication, which has not been good enough in year 1. 

As a result of these lessons being learnt additional resources have been put into planning, contract & land owner liaisons, environmental resources, and into the review of the contractor programme or works & the communications strategy. 

Mr D Hunt gave an overview of the Environmental Controls related to the project. The area within the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council is a very sensitive landscape with a number of conservation designations (SSSI/SAC). This has been reflected in the planning requirements linked to this project being delivered without environmental harm. The steering group which Mr D Hunt & Mr A Roe facilitate are tasked with delivering the project as it has been designed without any environmental impact. 

The programme uses an ecological clerk of works (and each contractor has an environmental team), the role of these individuals is to ensure that the project is compliant with design, UU also have a team. Mr D Hunt & Mr A Roe do site inspections to ensure compliance, they then feedback to ensure issues are addressed. 

In terms of project delivery the project has a code of practice which the steering group oversee, if any lessons need to be learnt they are. 

One of the biggest problems that have been occurred on the project so far is to do with water/mud management to prevent sediment entering the water system. Due to the bad weather in late summer/autumn 2017 the steering group required UU to work with the contractors to provide a winterisation scheme to protect the sites over the winter, these lessons learnt are being rolled out across the rest of the project delivery.  This includes using environmentally appropriate chemicals to treat the water. It is hoped that within 5 years no one will know where the pipeline has been.

Going forward into Year 2 the aim is to connect the raw water pipe to the treatment works, to complete the tunnelling under the River Derwent, to complet the Keswick Works & the works in St Johns in the Vale (including the Castlerigg Tunnel).  In total 4 tunnels will be bored, (Castlerigg, Under the A591 at Chestnut Hill, Nether Place, and the Sheepdog field- to Post Office Sorting Field). The first tunnel to be commenced will be the Sheep Dog Field one which will hopefully start tunnelling in April/early May. At Castlerigg the access routes are being constructed.  

In addition during Year 2 work will start on the reinstatement of the 23km already buried. 

Mr S Mooney confirmed in response to a question from the Parish Council that it is unlikely that pipes will be being laid any within the Parish other than within the Castlerigg Tunnel during this year, more likely next year. 

UU confirmed that the route the pipeline is taking around Shoulthwaite Moss has been determined to reduce the environmental impact on this very delicate area of land. In addition UU are contractually bound to undertake compensatory environmental works in that area. 

Within the remainder of the pipeline area within St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish during Year 2 works will be undertaken on localised access points & salmonid crossings.  The water courses will be flumed to allow access under the water crossings when it comes to the pipelaying. (There is a set working window for salmon rivers between June-Sept, if the crossings can be put in during this year, it reduces the restrictions on the works in Year 3). At the moment the project is running circa 3-4 months schedule. 

Mr S Mooney confirmed that fencing won’t take place in the Naddle Valley until Year 3. There may be some very minor fencing around the flumed water courses for health & safety purposes but the main easement fencing won’t be installed until next year.  

There is one area within the Parish where exceptionally hard rock has been identified UU are hoping that they maybe able to access this area during Year 2 to break up the rock to make the laying of the Pipe in Yr 3 easier. 

Action: Mr S Mooney to confirm to the Parish Council the frequency of movements in and out of the Castlerigg Tunnel Area.

Action: UU to provide a copy of the UU presentation to the Clerk for distribution to the Parish Councillors. 

UU confirmed that the Legacy Fund is now open via Cumbria Community Foundation along with the Tree Planting Fund (being managed by Cumbria Woodlands). 

Mr S Mooney confirmed that the Castlerigg Tunnel doesn’t have a lining it is a one pass concrete tunnel. The tunnel boring machine is followed by concrete segments that are installed as the tunnelling head moves forward.  The tunnel will be 2.7m in diameter and will have the water pipes running through it on ‘spiders’ to hold them in place. Once the pipes are laid in the tunnel it will then be sealed and the shafts back filled. 

Action: Mr S Mooney to look into if it is possible for people to have a look through the tunnel before it is sealed. 

Mr Mooney confirmed that where possible the project was trying to reuse the spoil from the works. They are anticipating a circa 95% reuse rate, which may include settlement ponds on the surface within the tunnelling compound to allow the sediment to settle out of the water (which is used to cool the tunnel boring head). 

Mr Mooney confirmed that he is anticipating the tunnelling at Castlerigg to start around the 23rd May 2018 and take approximately 70 days to complete. 

A query was raised regarding the noise disruption from the tunnelling. Mr S Mooney confirmed that once the tunnel boring machine is in the ground that it won’t be audible, but the crane being used to lower the concrete sections into the tunnel & remove skips of waste from the tunnel will be audible.  The deepest the tunnel will be below ground is 60m, with a standard depth being 30m. 

Mr Mooney confirmed that whilst the tunnelling machine will be working 24 hours a day the movements on and off the compound will be restricted to working hours. 

20/18 Update from visiting councillors/other bodies.

None present

21/18 Reports on Matters Arising/Clerks Report

Resolved that the Clerks report as circulated be noted as received.

Letter to United Utilities

Resolved by all present that the letter prepared by Cllr P Darrall be sent to the Chief Executive of United Utilities. 

Action: Clerk to send the letter and table any response for a future meeting. 

22/18 Highways & Transport Matters

The on-going issue relating to the condition of the roads within the Parish was noted.

Action: Clerk to circulate information on the HIMS system and Allerdale Borough Council App for flytpping/littering to all councillors

Cllr P Darrall informed councillors that the road in Naddle is due to be resurfaced w/c 26th March 2018. 

It was noted that the road to Fisher Place is in bad condition but historically it appears there has been a dispute over who was responsible for this road. 

Problems were reported on a number of other parish roads:

-Castle Lonnin/Rake Foot Lane
-Blocked drains/culverts between Birkett Mire & Mire House

Action: Clerk to report the above matters.

It was noted with concern the road closure of the back of Thirlmere due to the fallen trees, and the on-going closure of the Dam Road. 

Action: Clerk to chase up both of these matters with Cumbria County Council and report back to all councillors via email. 
 
23/18 Planning Applications

Ref: 		7/2018/2046
Location: 	Refectory Keep, Keswick
Proposal:	 Conversion of garage block to form local needs dwelling (resubmission)

Resolved by all a majority of those present (5 in favour, 1 abstention)  that the Council support this application, the applicant has taken into consideration the concerns raised to the previous application.

Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 

Ref: 		7/2018/2027
Location: 	St Johns Church, St Johns in the Vale, 
Proposal: 	Change of use from field to churchyard 

Resolved by all present that the Parish Council fully support this application.

Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 

Ref: 		7/2018/2054
Location: 	Castlerigg Farm Camping & Caravan Site, Keswick
Proposal: 	Use as tea room without complying with condition no 3 of planning approval ref 7/2006/2341

Resolved by all present that the Parish Council have no comment on this application

Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 

Ref: 		7/2018/2035
Location: 	1 Yew Tree Cottages, St Johns in the Vale
Proposal: 	Demolition of existing attached single story garage & replacement with two storey extension to original cottage.

Resolved by all present that the Parish Council have no comments or objections to this proposal.

Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 

Resolved by all present that the Clerk chase up the enforcement order on the Carriage Mews that was imposed and it is believed is no longer being complied with. 

Action: Clerk to chase this matter up.

24/18 Planning Decisions.

Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted as received. 

	Ref No
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	7/2017/2257
	Refectory Keep, Keswick, CA12 4R
	Conversion of garage block to form local needs dwelling
	WITHDRAWN 

	7/2017/2322
	Castlerigg Hall, Castlerigg, Keswick
	Proposed workshop & storage building with staff accommodation above
	Approved

	7/2017/2307
	Summerhouse & Fisher Crag Plantation, West of Thirlmere Reservoir
	Upgrade & improvement of existing forest track including creation of stacking areas and turning circle (retrospective)
	Approved unconditionally

	7/2017/2313
	Land at Bridge End Farm, Thirlmere
	Installation of a 15 m high lattice mast and associated infrastructure
	Approved 

	7/2017/2298
	Land at Thirlmere
	Thirlmere Activity Hub: Development of a zipwire attraction
	WITHDRAWN

	7/2017/2270
	1 Lonscale View, Keswick
	Side Extension
	Approved

	7/2018/2031 & 7/2018/2021 Bridge End Water Treatment Works, Bridge End. Various compliance with condition applications relating to the United Utlities Pipeline project. 



25/18 Correspondence Received.

Resolved by all present that the below two items be noted as received. 

i) Allerdale Borough Council-Notification of no compliant to answer on all points of the compliant against the Council made by Tree Top Treks. 

ii) Keswick Town Council-Notification via the press that Keswick Town Council have requested a review of their Town boundaries to considering the inclusion of the houses on Lonsties into Keswick Town Council area as opposed to St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council. Further consultation will take place in due course. 

26/18 Finance, Accounts & Governance

Invoices for Approval

Resolved by all present that the below invoices be paid. Cheques were signed by Cllr C Archbold & Cllr M Cockbain. 

	To
	For
	Amount

	Becx Carter
	Salary (Qtr 4)
	£604.12

	HMRC 
	Qtr 4 PAYE
	£151.20

	Thirlmere Recreation Hall
	Room Hire
	£72.00

	Becx Carter
	Expenses
	£16.00

	Mr G Darrall
	Newsletter Expenses
	£232.51

	Becx Carter
	Salary (Qtr 3) 
	£604.32



Action: Clerk to pay the above accounts.

Approval of Bank Reconciliation & Spend Against Budget Report

Resolved by all present that this be noted as received and be signed by Cllr L Walton as a true and accurate record.

Signing of standing order letter for the Clerks Salary

Resolved by all present that it be noted that Lloyds Bank have ceased to pay the Clerks Salary and that a new Standing Order letter be signed and sent to the bank with immediate effect.

Action: Clerk to action this matter. 

27/18 Date of Next meeting

31st May 2018 at 19:00

Meeting Closed 20:45

Signed…………………………………………………………………………. Cllr I Hartland (Chairman)
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