Parish Council of St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Minutes

Minutes of the meeting of the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council held at Thirlmere Recreational Hall on Thursday 21st March 2019 at 19:00

Present: Mr I Hartland (Chairman), Mr M Cockbain, Mr B Vidler, Mrs S Hope, Mrs P Darrall, Mr L Walton,  Mrs C Archbold, Ms B Carter (Clerk).

15/19 Apologies for Absence.

Cllr D Lamb –(illness)

Cllrs P Darrall & M Cockbain informed the meeting that they would not be seeking re-election in the 2nd May 2019 elections.

Resolved by all present that sincere thanks be offered to Pat & Mark for their many years of dedication and work on behalf of the local community. 

16/19 Declarations of Interest & Requests for dispensations

None 

17/19 Approval of the minutes of the meeting held 17th January 2019

Resolved by all present that the minutes be signed by Chairman as a true and accurate record of the meeting held on the 17th January 2019 

Action: Clerk to upload the minutes to the website. 

18/19 Public Participation

None

19/19 Update from visiting councillors/other bodies.

None Present

20/19 United Utilities- Vicky Bowman- Update on Western Side of Thirlmere Works

The Western Road (U7003 001) is currently closed between Armborth Carpark & Shoulthwaite Farm. The reason for the closure was initially two fold 1) to allow for the removal of the storm blow following the Beast from the East in March 2018 and 2) (and the reason it remains closed now) is due to the Statutory Plant Health Notice from DEFRA that was served on United Utilties in July 2018 for Phytophthora Ramorum. Which required the felling or killing of all infected plants and a ‘barrier’ area within a 6 month time period. Due to the volume involved (266 hectares) UU have agreed that works would start at the Keswick End to prevent the spread of the disease towards Keswick. The works are being done in ‘blocks/units’ and a number of them are now completed. The areas currently being worked on are hoping to be completed in the coming months and then Vicky is hopeful that the Western Road can be reopened as the remaining areas that are to be cleared/felled have had access track improvements completed in the recent months so all works can be done from within the Plantation and not impact the Western Road. 

The Western Road has had to be closed during the current and completed works as the works have been in such close proximity to the road, or the risks of debris/rock fall on to the road have been too great, additionally a number of the steep areas have no other access and so have had to be accessed from the Western Road. 

There is an added complication that at the start of April United Utilities (Pipeline) takes over the working easement from Thirlmere Dam towards Keswick and at this point UU forestry have to be off the land. 

Action: Clerk to speak with UU Pipeline to again confirm arrangements for access for commons graziers to Armboth Fell during the works as the current access is going to be closed/blocked by the pipe easement.

Vicky confirmed that one of the issues with Phytophthora Ramorum is that it is spread via the spores, each infected needle can produce hundreds if not thousands of spores which are air borne and can be spread via air or via movement on animals/humans.  There is a risk that if the issue is not dealt with rapidly enough that the virus could mutate and potentially impact other species. One positive about the virus is that it doesn’t sporulate in the soil. So once the tree is killed & down the risk is mitigated. Once an area has ‘had’ the virus it is declared as ‘infected’ for 7 years.  Moisture & temperature impact on the prolification of the species so it is possible that last years dry summer may have slowed down the sporulation rate. 

Vicky confirmed that the intention of UU is to allow for natural regeneration on the sites, which they will supplement if required with native species. They do not intend to replant Larch on the sites. 

UU are concerned  about the impact the large scale removal of these Larch on the Reservoir, but where possible the root balls are being left in the soil to stabilise the run off. 

Vicky further noted that concerns had been raised regarding the Rhododendrons in the Church Yard at St Johns (as these are known carrier species) and also it has been noted that they Cypress trees in the Graveyard are getting very tall as well and maybe at risk of splitting. 

Action: BC to agenda for a future PC meeting.

Vicky confirmed that works were ongoing to repair the car parking machines & the toilet blocks on the UU car parks and it is hoped these will reopen from April. The funds from the car park machines will now be coming directly back to the UU local team. 

All present thanked Vicky for attending the meeting. 

21/19 Reports on Matters Arising/Clerks Report

Resolved that the Clerks report as circulated be noted as received.

Thirlmere Dam Road- The Clerk informed the meeting that CCC have received plans from UU on locations for ‘passing’ places on the Dam that would enable it to be reopened to two way traffic. Subject to these passing a safety audit it is hoped that the road can reopen.

Action: Clerk to speak to CCC regarding a timescale for these works.  

22/19 Highways & Transport Matters

Sunken Iron Works

It was noted that around the raised footpath going towards the A66 from Threlkeld Quarry junction the manholes are sinking and one in particular is now very low risking damage to a vehicle.

Action: Clerk to report this on HIMs.

Layby at Castlerigg Stone Circle

It was noted that this is once again in very poor condition with large ruts/potholes in it.

Action: Clerk to raise this matter with the National Trust who it is understood are the landowners (they take fees from the Ice Cream Van who parks there)

23/19 Planning Applications

None 

24/19 Planning Decisions.

Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted as received. 

	Ref No
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	7/2019/2002
	Land adjacent to West of Thirlmere Reservoir & Shore Road
	New Access Track
	Prior approval not required

	7/2019/2017
	Site of Keswick to Threlkeld Railway
	Approval of details relating to conditions
	Confirmation of compliance & partial compliance

	7/2018/2288
	King Kong Climbing Walls, Threlkeld Quarry
	Timber building on land behind existing workshop for use as office space
	Approved with conditions 

	7/2018/2284
	2 Stable Cottages, Threlkeld
	Proposed demolition of existing brick build shed and construction of new garage
	Approved with conditions



25/19 Correspondence Received.

Resolved by all present that all correspondence listed on the Clerks report be noted as received. 

1. Notification of Footpath Closures for UU works

Resolved by all present that these be noted.

Action: Clerk to circulate these maps to all for reference.

Request for support from Cumbria Bridleways Society

Resolved by all present that St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council add their support to the letter being prepared by this organisation regarding the inappropriate use of tarmac as a surface dressing for the new Keswick-Threlkeld Railway Footpath.

Action: Clerk to convey this resolution to the Cumbria Bridleways Society. 

Consultation on additional Footpath Closure for UU works

This additional closure was noted along with Vicky Bowman’s comments that UU local area team were working to create a new temporary route for access during the pipeline works. 

Action: Clerk to circulate this map to all for information.

Application to correct the Commons Register for CL123 St Johns Common

Resolved by all present that St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council fully support this application to correct the register.

Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 

26/19 Finance, Accounts & Governance

1. Invoices for Approval

Resolved by all present that the below invoices be paid. Cheques were signed by two designated signatories. 

	To
	For
	Amount

	DJ Web Design
	Website Fees
	£100

	Becx Carter
	Balancing Payment
	£127.49

	HMRC
	PAYE
	£183

	Becx Carter
	Salary (Via SO)
	£604.20

	Thirlmere Recreational Hall
	Room Hire
	£72.00



Action: Clerk to pay the above accounts.
Action: Clerk to speak with HSBC regarding a Bank Mandate update for signatories & a complex manadate to allow for Clerk to have Internet Access. 

To approve & sign the Bank Reconciliation & Spend Against Budget Report

Resolved by all present that the Bank Reconciliation be signed as a true and accurate record by Cllr I Hartland

Confirmation of Statutory Salary Increase for the Clerk 

Resolved that it be noted that a Statutory Pay Rise has been approved Nationally and an updated Standing Order Mandate be signed. 

Action: Clerk to process this revised standing order mandate. 

27/19 Councillor Matters

1. United Utilities Working Hours

It was noted that UU are not keeping to their working hours around Naddle. They are starting work before 7am. 

Action: Clerk to raise this with Ian McCoy. 

United Utilities Permenant structures after Pipeline Completion

Local Residents have recently become aware that once the Pipeline is completed there will be a significant number of permenant structures along the route (valves/kiosks/air valves) that residents (and the Parish Council) were not made aware of during the planning process. These will have a visual impact but also an impact on farmers & land owners etc. 

Action: Clerk to ask for detailed plans for all permeant structures/sittings that will remain after the pipeline easement has been restored and distribute to all.

Responsibility for roles from retiring councillors

Parish Magazine- Pat confirmed that she and Geoff were happy to continue with the Parish Magazine for the next year but someone would need to take over the responsibility for the advertising collection. Resolved that Cllr Sue Hope & Cllr Bob Vidler split this role between them going forward.

Action: Cllr Sue Hope & Cllr Bob Vidler to split this work between them as required
Action: Cllr Sue Hope & Cllr Bob Vidler to prepare a post meeting report for the Parish Magazine as required.

Church Yard Grass Cutting- This will need to be organised.

Action: Clerk to agenda this for the May 2019 agenda

Carol Singing- A date will need to be set for this in September. Pat confirmed she was happy to organise this as long as the Parish Council set a date. 

Action: Clerk to agenda this matter for the September 2019 agenda. 

Noticeboard –Dalebottom

Action: Clerk to agenda this for the May 2019 agenda. 

28/19 Date of Next meeting

Resolved by all present that the date of the next meeting be Thursday 23rd May 2019 at 19:00


Meeting Closed 20:35

Signed…………………………………………………………………………. Cllr I Hartland (Chairman)
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