Parish Council of St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Minutes


Minutes of the meeting of the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council held at Thirlmere Recreational Hall on Thursday 23rd May 2019 at 19:15

Present: Mr I Hartland (Chairman), Mrs C Archbold, Mr L Walton, Mrs S Hope, Mr D Lamb, Mrs J Sutcliffe, Ms B Carter (Clerk), Dr Susi Wood, Stuart Cresswell. 

Prior to the meeting commencing all councillors completed their declaration of acceptance of office which was witnessed by the Clerk as the Proper officer of the Council. 

29/19 Apologies for Absence.

Mr B Vidler

30/19 Election of Chairman & Vice Chairman

Cllr S Hope proposed Ian Hartland for the position of Chair
Cllr D Lamb seconded the motion

All present were in favour.

Resolved by all present that Cllr I Hartland be elected as Chairman of St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn parish Council for the forthcoming year.

Cllr I Hartland signed the Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office and this was witnessed by the Clerk to the Council.

Cllr C Archbold proposed Sue Hope for the position of Vice-Chair
Cllr J Sutcliffe seconded the motion.

All present were in favour

Resolved by all present that Cllr S Hope be elected as Vice-Chairman of St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn parish Council for the forthcoming year. 

Action: Clerk to update the website

31/19 Declarations of Interest & Requests for dispensations

None 

32/19 Approval of the minutes of the meeting held 21st March 2019

Resolved by all present that the minutes be signed by Chairman as a true and accurate record of the meeting held on the 21st March 2019   

Action: Clerk to upload the minutes to the website. 

33/19 Public Participation

Stuart & Susi attended to give St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council an overview of the plans being considered for St Mary’s Church in Threlkeld. The Church are keen to make St Mary’s Church more welcoming and fit for 21st Century usage. The project will include a re-ordering of the current building to make it more friendly and welcoming to the local community, in the hopes that they will be able to attract some of the ‘unchurched’ members of the community to attend the church more regularly.  The reason for presenting to the Parish Council is that the Parochial Church Council area of St Mary’s covers part of the Civil Parish of St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn. 

Susi noted that as an aside St John’s in the Vale Church is hopefully getting an outside toilet in the near future (provided by the Youth Centre). 
St Mary’s Church was built in 1776 and was last reordered in 1910. St Mary’s needs to be reordered to better fit with local community needs and also to attract new congregation members, the current congregation is an old older one with only 2 members of it under the age of 70.  If the congregation doesn’t expand the church will be faced with closure in 20-30years.

The crucial areas that the Church want to work on are the installation of a toilet, kitchen, creche/meeting room, comfortable seating and a warm environment (better heating and insulation).  There are a number of options that are being considered (1. A Big extension on the west of the Church, 2. A partition within the Church to accommodate the new spaces required, or 3 a smaller extension and a partition within the church). The preferred option is number 3.

It was stressed that everything in from the Choir Pews to the eastern end would remain in situ with no changes (other than potentially insulation of the roof).

St Mary’s Church are looking for a letter of support from the Parish Council to be used when looking for funding etc.

A public meeting is being held on the 18th July 2019 for wider consultation.

Resolved by all present that a letter of support be sent to the relevant bodies.

Action: Clerk to prepare this.

34/19 Nomination of Councillors to other bodies

Resolved by all present that the below nominations be made:

Planning Sub Committee-Ian Hartland, Sue Hope, Bob Vidler, Claire Archbold
Thirlmere Recreational Hall-  Laurie Walton
Threlkeld Housing Trust- Claire Archbold

Action: Clerk to update the website. 

35/19 Update from visiting councillors/other bodies.

None present

36/19 Reports on Matters Arising/Clerks Report

Resolved that the Clerks report as circulated be noted as received.

Thanks to outgoing councillors

Resolved by all present that some small gifts should be purchased for the outgoing councillors (Cllr M Cockbain & Cllr P Darrall) to recognise the many years of dedication and service they have given to the Parish Council. 

Action: Cllr L Walton to purchase a gift for Mr M Cockbain and deliver it (Expenses to be reclaimed at the July meeting)
Action: Cllr C Archbold to purchase a gift for Mrs P Darrall and deliver it (Expenses to be reclaimed at the July meeting).

Cypress trees Wythburn Church

It was noted that these trees are getting very large and are in close proximity to the Church. Councillors present were concerned about the possible impact they may be having in terms of roots on the Church building and possible damage in the event of a storm. Councillors were keen that if the trees were deemed to be unsafe that they should be replaced with other trees to prevent the loss of trees in the area. 

Action: Clerk to contact UU and ask for them to undertake a safety survey on the trees and then for the matter to be bought back to the Parish Council. 

Churchyard Grass Cutting

This will be taking place on the 10th June 2019 at 1pm.

Dalebottom noticeboard

Resolved by all present that Cllr J Sutcliffe be responsible for the Dalebottom Noticeboard. 

37/19 Highways & Transport Matters

Allerdale Area Speed Limit Review- Resolved by all present that St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council have no objections to the making permanent of the 40mph speed limit on the A591.

Action: Clerk to convey this decision to CCC.

Burns Lonin- It was noted that this was once again in a very poor condition.

Action: Cllrs to report the matter on the Highways Information Management System.

Action: Clerk to send round HIMS link to all councillors for the reporting of potholes and other road defects.

Shundraw Hill- It was noted that there is damage to the carriageway here, leading to a large ‘drop off’ which could potentially cause damage to passing vehicles

Action: Cllrs to report this on the HIMS system

A66 Potholes-It was noted that there are 3 or 4 large Potholes on the West Bound Carriageway on the approach to Keswick around the Storms Junction that are very deep and often cast in shade meaning vehicles are hitting them. 

Action: Clerk to report them to Highways England.

38/19 Planning Applications

Ref:		7/2019/2089
Location:	Land adjacent to A66, Naddle Beck & Greta Viaduct
Proposal:	Temporary works consisting of formation of a vehicle lay-by and haul road at A66 Greta Viaduct plus creation of site access and construction compound at A66/Naddle Beck

Resolved by all present that Councillors are not clear why this is required and why the works could not be 
accessed via the railway line route itself. Also, it was noted that the plans provided for public consultation were
overly complicated and very difficult to interpret. 

Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 

Ref:		7/2019/2099
Location:	Green Farmhouse, St Johns in the Vale
Proposal:	Addition of proposed ground mounted solar array to the rear of the property

Resolved by all present that the Parish Council have no comments or objections relating to this application.

Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 

39/19 Planning Decisions.

Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted as received. 

	Ref No
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	7/2019/2075
	Site of the Keswick to Threlkeld Railway
	Approval of details reserved by condition
	Approved with conditions 



40/19 Correspondence Received.

Resolved by all present that the below two items be noted as received. 

Nomination for new LDNPA Member

Resolved that no member of St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council wishes to stand for nomination. 

LDNPA Local Plan Consultation on Soundness & Legal Compliance

Resolved by all present that St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council have no comments on this consultation.

Pre-Consultation Proposed Based Station, Existing Mast Land adjacent to Thirlmere Valve Chamber

Resolved by all present that St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council have no comments on this consultation.

41/19 Finance, Accounts & Governance

1. Invoices for Approval

Resolved by all present that the below invoices be paid. Cheques were signed by Cllr C Archbold & Cllr S Hope

	To
	For
	Amount

	Jean Airey
	Internal Audit Fee
	£35

	Zurich
	Insurance 
	£257.60

	HMRC
	PAYE
	£164.40

	Becx Carter
	Salary
	£658.08

	Cumbria Payroll Service
	Payroll Fees
	£67.20

	Geoff Darrall
	Newsletter Expenses
	£45.87

	CALC
	Subscription
	£135.89

	Geoff Darrall 
	Newsletter Expenses
	£36.91

	Lakeland PC
	Repairs to Newsletter Printer
	£30

	
	
	



Action: Clerk to pay the above accounts.
Action: Clerk to organise a bank mandate form to add new signatories to the Parish Council Account. 

Approval & Signing of Certificate of Exemption for Audit Purposes. 

Resolved by all present that St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council sign the statement of exempt authority to remove the need for an external audit due to the Council having a turnover & expenditure of less than £25,000 for the last financial year. 

Action: Clerk to submit the certificate of exemption 

To receive the Internal Auditors Report
Resolved by all present that the unqualified audit report be noted as received.

To consider & approve the Annual Governance Statement 18/19
Resolved by all present that the following responses be given to the Annual Statements of Governance for Y/E 31st March 2019

	Statement
	Response

	1.We have put in place arrangements for effective financial management during the year, and for the preparation of the accounting statements 
	Yes

	 2.We maintained an adequate system of internal control including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness 
	Yes

	3.We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves that there are no matters of actual or potential non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper Practices that could have a significant financial effect on the ability of this authority to conduct its business or manage its finances
	Yes

	4.We provided proper opportunity during the year for the exercise of elector’s rights in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts & Audit Regulations.
	Yes

	5.We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this authority and took appropriate steps to manage those risks, including the introduction of internal audit of the accounting records and control systems
	Yes

	6.We maintained throughout the year an adequate and effective system of internal audit 
	Yes

	7.We took appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from internal and external audit
	Yes

	8.We consider whether any litigation, liabilities or commitments, events or transactions, occurring either during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on this authority and where appropriate have included them in the accounting statements
	Yes

	9.(For local Councils only) Trust funds including charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing trustee we discharged our accountability responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including financial reporting and it required independent examination or audit.
	N/A




To approve the Accounting Statements & End of Year Accounts of Y.E 31st March 2019 & Statement of Variances

Resolved by all present that the End of Year Accounts for 31st March 2019 & the Statement of Variances be approved by all.

Resolved by all present that the Accounting Statements for 18/19 be approved & signed by the Chair & Responsible Financial Officer of the Parish Council

Action: Clerk to submit and publish the audit form. 
  
42/19 Review & Adoption of Governance Policies

Resolved by all present that the below that the below policies be re-adopted with no alterations.

· Standing Orders 2019
· Financial Regulations
· Publication Scheme
· Asset Register
· Risk Assessment
· Complaints Procedure 
· GDPR Policy
· GDPR Privacy Notice

Action: Clerk to upload all relevant information to the website. 

43/19 Councillor Matters

Cllr J  Sutcliffe notified those present that she had received an email from a Parishioner requesting that the Parish Council object to the latest UU planning application on the grounds of the continuing flaunting of the terms of the planning consent and environmental damage. In particular working at 7am or earlier, and often causing Naddle Beck to go milky/cloudy due to sediment discharge. 

Additionally, it was noted that UU have not been paying farmers/landowners in a timely fashion for the land usage which is causing issues with stewardship schemes & penalties. 

Resolved by all present that the concerns relating to the UU works be reported to UU, the EA & the LDNPA.

Resolved by all present that the Clerk contact the resident in question regarding the application that was referred to in the correspondence as there is no current UU application received to the knowledge of the Council. 

Action: Clerk to report these matters to UU, LDNPA & EA
Action: Clerk to contact the local resident in question for clarity on the application referred to. 

44/19 Date of Next meeting

18th July 2019 at 19:00

Signed…………………………………………………………………………. Cllr I Hartland (Chairman)
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