Parish Council of St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Minutes

Minutes of the meeting of the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council held at Thirlmere Recreational Hall on Thursday 21st September 2019 at 19:00
Present: Mr I Hartland (Chairman), Mr B Vidler, Mrs S Hope, Mr L Walton, Ms B Carter (Clerk), Mr Ian McCoy (United Utilities), Markus Campbell- Savours (ABC).
72/19 
Apologies for absence

Apologies received from Cllr J Sutcliffe, Cllr D Lamb, Cllr C Archbold  
73/19   Approval of Minutes of the meeting held on 19th September 2019
Resolved by all present that these be approved as a true and accurate record and signed as such by Cllr I Hartland.
Action: Clerk to upload the minutes to the website. 
74/19
Declarations of Interest

None 
75/19 
 Public Participation
United Utilities.

The Clerk noted that concerns had been raised in writing from a Parishioner regarding United Utilities working hours/patterns in the Naddle Valley. In particular with two incidents recently where work was taking place at 11pm at night, and another were work was taking place in the early hours of the morning (on this occasion the parishioner in question called the police).
These concerns were noted and were raised with United Utilities Mr Ian McCoy. Who confirmed that the 11pm in the evening event was as a result of flock units (used for maintaining water quality) requiring 24 hours maintenance which residents had been made aware of.

The second incident (early hours of the morning) has been looked into by United Utilities and they have no record of anyone working on site at that time/location and confirmed that when they consulted with the Police it transpired that it was the Police on the site doing a patrol (contact reference 420).

Mr I McCoy noted that if people are having issues/concerns with the Work Standards/Hours etc of the project that evidence is required to enable this to be reviewed. It was noted that United Utilities have permission to work within reason outside of standard operating hours. 

Action: Clerk to convey this information to the Parishioner.

Mr I McCoy attended on behalf of United Utilities to update all on the progress of the project. Circa 99% of the pipeline is in the ground, with circa 300m of pipe left to lay. In the Naddle Valley UU anticipate they will be finished laying pipeline within the next 2-3 weeks. The putting the pipe in the ground is only 40% of the project. The remaining 60% is reinstatement.
United Utilities recognize that reinstatement should have started in the Summer of 2019 but that due to the wet summer this has been delayed. They are now working on the winterization of the easement and they will be back in March to start the reinstatement. 

In terms of permanent structures there will be a number along the route through the Parish, at this stage Ian McCoy is only aware of 1 kiosk within the Parish but as well as the Kiosk there will be a number of air valves, manholes for washouts etc along the easement. These are all sited within a concrete pad. In terms of the finish on the Kiosk these details are still being discussed with the Planners. 

Action: Ian McCoy to share printed copies of the maps showing the permanent structures with the Clerk for distribution to all Councillors.

Action: Clerk to distribute this information to all councillors.

Going forward UU will be starting water testing on the pipe on the 2nd December 2019, with circa 5million litres being extracted from Thirlmere between now and Christmas. The route will then be tested in sections from January. 

UU will be organizing a number of drop in’s to update people on the project, there will be one in Keswick before Christmas and then on in St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn after Christmas. 

It was noted by some councillors that where reinstatement has taken place it has been of a high quality (Shoulthwaite Moss). 
Resolved by all present that United Utilities should give further thought to how people contact them/report issues to United Utilities over the winter season e.g. making it more straightforward for people to reference the project without the need for the reference number. 

Action: Cllr I McCoy to consider undertaking a mail drop to all affected residents including the contact details for the project to be kept for reference. 

United Utilities Defibs

All present raised concern with Mr I McCoy that St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council received no grant support as a result of the United Utilities Project as the ‘legacy’ fund expired very quickly. Mr I McCoy asked the Clerk to price up the cost of Defibs and then contact him directly to discuss if there is any assistance United Utilities can offer.

Action: Clerk to undertake this research and contact Mr I McCoy. 
All present thanked Mr McCoy for attending. Mr McCoy left the meeting. 
76/19
 Update from visiting councilors/other bodies

Allerdale Borough Council
Waste Collection Issues:
Cllr J Sutcliffe Clerk to check with Cllr J Sutcliffe regarding her bin situation
Cllr S Hope- No Garden Bin

Cllr I Hartland- No Garden Bin or Co-Mingled Bin
Action: Clerk to chase up missing bins and feed information to A/BC Cllr M Campbell-Savours. 

All present thanked A/BC Cllr M Campbell-Savours for attending the meeting.
Cumbria County Council

It was noted by all present that the current road works on Penrith Road (creation of a pumping station for the Castlehead Storage Basin) are running significantly behind (road should have re-opened on the 15th December 2019). This Closure will now remain in place until at least the end of the 1st Week in February.
77/19
 Reports on Matters Arising/Clerks Report
Clerks reported circulated to all with meeting papers. 
Resolved by all present that this be noted as received. 

Carol Singing-It was noted by all present that the dates for this have now been set and are advertised in the Parish Magazine. 
Stone Circle- Clerk confirmed that the National Trust are willing to organize a meeting between all relevant parties. A selection of 3 dates have been offered by the National Trust. Councillors present confirmed that there were councillors available to attend any of the offered dates.
Action: Clerk to contact the National Trust and ask them to go ahead with organizing a meeting at their convenience and St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council will send representation. 
Grey Squirrels

United Utilities have confirmed that they do still undertake Grey Squirrel Management. Currently the Wildlife Trust & Red Squirrels Northern England provide the grey control and the monitoring of reds through the whole of Thirlmere. The current picture at Thirlmere suggests that the red population is improving every year and though they are still seeing greys the cull that is being organized is keeping numbers fairly constant. The main issue is ingress from surrounding areas and in particularly the North-Western End. UU are committed to continue with this work with the RSNE for the next 3 years. If anyone notices any Grey Squirrels it can be reported to the UU office (017687 72334) or Matthew Stuart the local ranger for the RSNE based in Threlkeld on 07949 366334.

78/19
Highways & Transport Matters

An opportunity for Councillors to raise concern about Highways & Transport Matters.
B5289 Closure- Concern was once again raised regarding the way that the recent road closure on the B5289 was advertised & signed. This road closure was put in place with very limited notice, and the signage was misleading/not specific enough. E.g. it didn’t specify where the road was shut, and it took over 5 weeks to get ‘businesses open as usual’ signs in place. 
It appears that Cumbria County Council don’t understand the impact these lengthy road closures in particular during the peak tourist season have on rural businesses. St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council are seriously concerned that if there were any further road closures required that the same errors would be made again. 

Action: Clerk to write once again to Cumbria County Council via C/Cllr Tony Lywood to raise these concerns. 
79/19
 Planning Applications

Ref: 

7/2019/2267
Location: 
 Foxton Garth, Lonsties, Keswick
Proposal: 
 Single Storey side/rear extension to split level detached house & first floor side balcony 

Resolved by all present that this is not within the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council boundary. 
Action: Clerk to submit this comment. 

The below applications received for information only were noted as received:

	Reference
	Location
	Proposal

	7/2019/2278
	Units 1 & 2 Sunset Hill Business Park
	Approval of details reserved by condition no 5 (zinc standing seam roof replaced with local Westmorland Green Slate); condition no 6 (timber rainscreen cladding) and condition no 7 (local stone cladding) of planning permission 7/2018/2139. Live/work unit including development kitchen, integral garage & additional parking spaces

	7/2019/2085
	Sykes Farm, Naddle, Keswick
	Agricultural access bridge


80/19
 Planning Decisions
Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted. 
	Ref No
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	7/2019/2219
	Bridge End Farm, Thirlmere
	Roof to existing collecting yard
	Prior Approval not Required 

	7/2019/2142
	Land adjacent to Thirlmere Valve Chamber
	The installation of 1 no 1.2 meter satellite dish
	Approved with conditions 

	7/2019/2228
	Low Briery Holiday Village,
	Amendment to permitted occupancy period, condition 2 on planning permission 7/2009/2249 to allow for year round occupancy
	Approved with conditions 

	7/2019/2260
	Land adjacent to A591 Naddle Valley, Keswick
	Confirmation of compliance with condition attached to planning permission 7/2019/2260
	Complies with condition 

	7/2019/2235
	Fornside Farm, St Johns in the Vale
	Relocate part of farm track from immediately in front of the listed farmhouse building, 20m westwards to an area that is currently predominately concreted hard-core hardstanding and then across a small area of field
	Withdrawn 

	7/2019/2164
	Construction of a workshop facility
	Bridge End Water Treatment Works
	Withdrawn 

	7/2019/2216
	Land at Rock Wood, Thirlspot
	Approval of details reserved by conditions on planning application 7/2019/2072
	Complies with condition 


81/19
 Correspondence Received For Discussion 
Unless otherwise noted below all correspondence was noted as received. 
i. Keswick Town Council Vote of No Confidence in the Chief Officers of the LDNPA
The Clerk read out the no confidence motion passed by Keswick Town Council in October. Following a robust discussion it was resolved by all present that St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council support the actions of Keswick Town Council. It was noted that the Parish Council have similar concerns regarding the direction that the LDNPA currently appears to be taking, and the seeming lack of compliance with the Environment Act 1995/Sandford Principle. 

Action: Clerk to convey this statement of support to Keswick Town Council 
82/19
 Finance, Accounts & Governance
i. Invoices for Approval

Resolved by all present that the below invoices be paid.
	To
	For
	Amount

	Geoff Darrall
	Magazine Expenses
	£58.79

	Becx Carter
	Expenses
	£59.26

	HMRC
	PAYE
	£247.20

	Becx Carter 
	Salary Via SO
	£658.08


Action: Clerk to pay these accounts.
ii. Approval & Signing of Bank Reconciliation & Spend against Budget Report
Resolved by all present that this be signed as a true and accurate record. 
iii. Consideration of draft budget 20/21

The Clerk presented the draft budget for the 20-21 period, this has been prepared based upon the previous years expenditure and the known costs of the forthcoming year. This is an initial draft budget and it will be revised prior to the January 2021 meeting when a decision will need to be taken.

It was noted that the Band D figures from Allerdale Borough Council arrived very late in Jan 2019 meaning the information wasn’t available to councillors to determine impacts on individual properties when they were making decision on precept level.

Action: A/B Cllr M Campbell Savours to raise this with ABC.

Action: All to let the Clerk know if there are any errors or omissions in the circulated draft budget. 

iv. Approval of Revised Financial Regulations

Resolved by all present that the revised Financial Regulations be adopted with immediate effect.

Action: Clerk to upload this document to the website.

v. Keswick & District First Responders Request for Grant

Resolved by all present that a S.137 Grant of £60 be offered to the Keswick & District First Responders for the ongoing cost of a first responders pager.

Action: Clerk to process this donation. 
83/19 Councillor Matters

None
84/19
 Date of Next Meeting

Resolved by all present that the date of the next meeting be 16th January 2020 at 19:00
