St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council 
MINUTES of the Annual Parish Meeting of St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council held at Thirlmere Recreational Hall, Thursday 23rd May 2019 at 19:00
Present: Ian Hartland (Chair) Sue Hope (Vice Chair), Laurie Walton, Claire Archbold, David Lamb, Judy Sutcliffe,  Becx Carter, Dr Susi Wood, Stuart Cresswell.
1. Welcome, introductions and apologies for absence


Ian Hartland welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish Meeting of St John’s, Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council. Apologies were noted from Mr B Vidler.   
2. Minutes.  
All members had received a copy of the Minutes from the Annual Parish Meeting held on 24th May 2018
All present were in favour of these minutes being accepted as a true & accurate record.
Resolved : that the minutes of the Annual Parish meeting held  on 24th May 2019  were confirmed  as a true and accurate record and were signed as such by the Chairman. 
Action: Clerk to upload the minutes to the website. 
3. Chairman’s report for 18/19
Ian Hartland provided a brief chairman’s report on the past 12 months:

Mr I Hartland thanked the Clerk for her on-going hard work and dedication to the Council in keeping them up to date with all legislation and keeping the Council in order. 
Further Mr I Hartland thanked all councillors for their dedication in attending meetings over the past 12months. 

The pipeline is the main going matter within the Parish (and wider areas) is the United Utilities Pipeline which is still causing disruption and destruction across the Parish. The Parish Council did have a site visit to the tunnelling compound but were unable to view inside the tunnel due to Health & Safety Concerns. It was noted that the tunnelling aspect of this project ran very smoothly had the rest of the project been managed as well as the tunnelling works this project would have been completed by now with much less disruption and damage. 
Thirlmere is currently being denuded of larch in the main due to Phytophthora Ramorum, following on from the Best from the East recovery. Hopefully the felling of the Larch will prevent the spread of this disease, this is why the Western Road is currently closed and will remain so until the work is completed (hopefully by the end of June 2019). The removal of the Larch will have a big impact on the skyline. 

The Coach Road has been repaired throughout its length and is now passable, the works have all been done by public subscription and donations. It is a remarkable achievement on behalf of those that raised the money and organised it. 

A new piece of road has appeared in the valley in front of Forneside. Where CCC decided they needed to undertake an emergency road works for damage that had occurred over 3 years ago. And instead of doing a minor repair job on the beck, CCC decided they would move the road away from the beck at significant cost & disruption to the local community. Additionally it appears that as it was an emergency works no consultation was undertaken with local residents.

Mr G Darrall has written a new book on Thirlmere, which is now one of many books written and prepared by Mr Darrall with the support of Mrs Darrall.  The Parish Council noted the remarkable amount of work that is put into the books and the importance of documenting the history and stories  relating to the area before they are lost. The Parish Council commended Mr & Mrs Darrall for this work. 
St John’s Beck is having a survey conducted on it this year for the purposes of future plans for flood mitigation and management. (In particular with reference to UU being able to open the now replaced valves on the dam in advance of bad weather arriving). Before UU can do this the impact needs to be quantified so this action doesn’t flood land and become the liability of UU. However it appears that the surveying work can’t be completed until the valves on the dam are opened but UU won’t open the dam without the survey….The Parish Council are unclear what happens next with relation to this.

4. Questions & Open Discussion
No questions were raised.
The Annual Parish Meeting for St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council 2018 closed at 19:22
Signed ……………………………………………..

Dated……………………………………………….
