St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council held in a virtual meeting room via GoTo Meetings on Thursday 23rd July 2020 at 19:00

Present: Sue Hope (In the Chair), Clare Archbold, Bob Vidler, Ian Hartland (via phone), Becx Carter (Clerk)
Apologies: David Lamb (Agricultural commitments), Laurie Walton (family commitments)
Absent: Judy Sutcliffe, 
With 4 Councillors present the meeting was quorate to continue. Due to technological difficulties for Cllr I Hartland, Cllr S Hope agreed to chair the meeting. 
27/2020 Apologies for absence
Apologies were received and noted from the above.
28/2020 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
No declarations of interest nor dispensations were noted or requested. 
29/2020 Minutes of the meeting held on the 25th June 2020
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes.

Resolved by all present that the minutes be signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting by the Chair, Cllr Sue Hope 

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
30/2020 Public Participation 
None
31/2020 Vacancy for Co-option
None received
32/2020 Update from Visiting Councillors/other bodies
Markus Campbell Savours was present but had no matters to update the Council on.  
33/2020 Report on Matters Arising/Clerks Report
i. Footway Lighting Transfer
The Clerk updated all present that ABC are looking to devolve responsibility for the electrical costs of street lighting to Parish Councils effective as of 2021. CALC have sought legal advice which has confirmed that ABC are entitled to do this, under S.3 of the Parish Councils Act 1957 Parish Councils can provide or contract for electrical services. ABC are proposing to transfer the electrical costs of footway lighting to Parish Councils (Highways Lighting is a Statutory function that rests with CCC). 

Under S.101 of the Local Government Act 1972 a local authority can arrange for any of its functions to be done by another authority, subject to an agreement being formed between those two parties.

As Footway Lighting is a power and not a duty there is no statutory obligation for ABC (or a Parish Council) to provide footway lighting.

A spreadsheet & map of the light locations have been distributed to all Parish Councilors. St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council is entitled to choose to take on the responsibility for some, all or none of the footway lighting going forward. Any ABC footway light that the Parish Council choose not to take on the electrical costs for will be removed by ABC at their cost.

The cost to St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council would be in the region of £670 per annum, which would equate to a precept rise of approximately £3.68 per annum per band D household.

All councillors present noted that they felt it was important to maintain lighting in the Parish area for safety purposes. 

A/BC Cllr M Campbell Savours noted that in some other parishes they are undertaking an audit of the street lighting to ensure that the information provided is accurate. 

Cllr B Vidler noted that there have been some complaints about the brightness of the lights due to them being at approximately the same height as bedrooms. 

Resolved by all present that all councillors review lighting within their area, and discuss the implications of street lighting removal with local residents to canvas opinion. 

Action: Clerk to contact ABC to ensure that they will continue to replace Sodium light heads with LED lights and the timescale for this, as this will have a cost implication. 

Action: All to review the lighting in their local area to identify if the maps are correct. 

Action: Clerk to agenda this matter for decision at the Sept 2020 meeting. 
ii. Request from local resident for alteration of a street light (Lucy Bank, Threlkeld Quarry) & issues with the replacement of the Security System at the Business Units at Threlkeld Quarry
The Clerk informed those present that she had received a significant volume of communication from one set of local residents regarding issues relating to a street light close to their property, and the proposed replacement of the security system at the Business Units at Threlkeld Quarry. The volume of communication runs to in excess of 40 emails in the last 4 months. 

The residents in question are seeking Parish Council support for the removal of the street light that is in close proximity to their property. This would leave a dark ‘hole’ in the limited street lighting scheme that Threlkeld Quarry has. It was noted that whilst this may satisfy the complainants it may raise other issues with other local residents. The complainant is requesting that an approach be made to ABC to request that this light is changed for a lower kelvin light. 

The Clerk noted that there may or may not be a cost attached to this, and it is not clear where this cost would lie. 

Resolved by all present that the Clerk provide information to Markus Campbell Savours on this issue, for him to take forward. 

Action: Clerk to action this. 
Action: Clerk to convey this decision to the parishioner in question. 

The second issue relates to the resident’s knowledge due to their regular communication with the managers of the business units, that the security lighting/CCTV etc system is due to be replaced. The Clerk has confirmed with the LDNPA planning department that there is no requirement for planning permission or consultation for the replacement of a security lighting system. The Clerk has conducted further research and identified no requirement for the owners of the business park to undertake any formal consultation regarding their proposed replacement/upgrading of the security system at the site.

It was noted by all present that some additional security at the business park would be beneficial due to some of the issues that have recently occurred in the vicinity. 

Resolved by all present that no further action be taken by the Parish Council relating to this matter.

Action: Clerk to convey this decision to the parishioner in question. 
iii. Castlerigg Layby
The Clerk informed all present that the National Trust have been in contact noting that there appears to be positive momentum gathering at moment regarding mulit-agency responses to the extreme levels of visitor numbers and behaviour within the LDNPA area. A lot of the issues relating to this are being sorted by the ‘Car Park Strategy Group’ which is co-ordinated by the LDNPA, looking to address issues associated with parking. The National Trust feel that this group might have a more receptive ear than previously to issues around the Castlerigg Stone Circle Layby. 

The National Trust are seeking Parish Council feedback on how the Solstice Weekend went, as from the point of view of the National Trust the present of the Police, Traffic Wardens & a National Trust Ranger seem to avert some of the worst of the issues, though there were still local complaints regarding the impact on land further afield (particularly to do with human effluent). 

Further the National Trust are requesting a site meeting to discuss some of the issues, the National Trust would then feed back any relevant recommendations to Highways and other members of the Car Park Strategy Group.

Resolved by all present that the Clerk set up this meeting and let all everyone know. 

Action: Clerk to set up a meeting date with the National Trust and communicate the date of this to all Councillors. Any Councillor who is able to will attend the meeting along with the Clerk and the National Trust. 
iv. Bram Cragg, Request for Letter of Support
A letter has been received requesting that the Parish Council send a letter of verification to the owner of Bram Cragg, confirming that:

-The Railway Carriage in Fornside High Fields has been present for many years. 

This has been requested by the owners land agents.

Resolved by all present that a signed statement be sent from the Parish Council in the name of Bob Vidler confirming that they have personal recollection of the Railway Carriage being there for at least the last 40 years. 

Action: Clerk to prepare and issue this letter on behalf of the Parish Council 
v. Additional Defib potential location
The Clerk confirmed she had emailed and written to the owners of Dalebottom Farm Campsite to ask if they would be willing to host a Defib, but no response has yet been received.

Action: Clerk to continue to pursue this with the owners of Dalebottom Farm Campsite. 
vi. Shepherds Hut Consents Required 
The Clerk confirmed that she had spoken with the LDNPA and they have confirmed that Planning Consent would be required for a Shepherds Hut permanently located in a field e.g. connected to services etc. If this was the case it could be reported as a compliance planning matter, however the LDNPA are not acting on Complaints Cases at the moment due to Covid 19. 

Cllr I Hartland noted that he has spoken to the landowner and they are intending to submit a planning application in due course. 
34/2020 Highways & Transport Matters
None
34/2020 Planning Applications & Consultations

Ref:		7/2020/2139
Location:	Barn Opposite Mire House, Threlkeld, Keswick
Proposal:	Proposed barn conversion

Resolved by all present that the Parish Council objection to this proposal due to concerns about the drainage at this site as it floods when there is heavy rain the flood water also includes effluent which is an Environmental/Health concern (this drainage issue is also causing damage to the road surface which is continually forming potholes) additionally concerns were also raised regarding if there were sufficient parking provision included as part of this development. Councillors also raised concerns about the access/egress from the site on to this fast & busy road. 

Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 

35/2020 Planning Decisions

Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted:

	Ref No
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	7/2020/2046
	Site to north of Sunset Hill, Keswick
	Extension of channels & river improvements
	Approved with conditions

	7/2020/2102 (03)
	Birkett Mire, Threlkeld
	Barn conversion to form 2 no holiday studios
	Approved & listed building consent granted

	7/2020/2104
	Naddle compound, Keswick to Threlkeld
	Permanent retention of existing temporary access track & re-landscaping etc
	Approved with conditions 


36/2020 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts
None
ii. Approval of monthly bank reconciliation & spend against budget report 
Resolved by all present that these be signed as a true & accurate record.
37/2020 Correspondence Received for Discussion 
None
38/2020 Councillor Matters
None 
39/2020 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all present that the next meeting date be set as 24th September 2020 at 19:00 in a Virtual Meeting Room 

Signed……………………………………………. (Chair) Dated………………………………………………..

