St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council held in a virtual meeting room via GoTo Meetings on Thursday 1st October 2020 at 19:00

Present: Sue Hope (In the Chair), Judy Sutcliffe, Claire Archbold, Bob Vidler, Becx Carter (Clerk)
Apologies: None
Absent: Ian Hartland, Laurie Walton, David Lamb
With 4 Councillors present the meeting was quorate to continue. Due to technological difficulties for Cllr I Hartland, Cllr S Hope agreed to chair the meeting. 
40/2020 Apologies for absence
No apologies were received. 
41/2020 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
No declarations of interest nor dispensations were noted or requested. 
42/2020 Minutes of the meeting held on the 23rd July 2020
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes.

Resolved by all present that the minutes be signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting by the Chair, Cllr Sue Hope 

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
43/2020 Public Participation 
Bat Survey – The Clerk informed those present that a resident from Threlkeld Quarry has requested that the Parish Council consider commissioning a bat survey as some unusual species have been observed and it is important to the resident to know if there is a protected species present and about the possible impact the change in security lighting at the Threlkeld Business Park and footway lighting alterations might have on them.

The Clerk noted that she was unaware of any power or duty under which the Parish Council could consider a bat survey for a general area (not linked to a Parish Council led development or neighbourhood plan preparation).

Resolved by all present that whilst we fully support the preservation of wildlife and local habitats the commissioning of a generalised bat survey is not something that the Parish Council are legally able to be involved in. The Parish Council suggest that the local resident raise concerns about the impacts on bat habitats in response to appropriate planning applications, and for further advice to contact the Bat Conservation Trust or Natural England who maybe able to offer some guidance. 

Action: Clerk to convey this information to the local resident who raised the query.
44/2020 Vacancy for Co-option
None received
45/2020 Update from Visiting Councillors/other bodies
None
46/2020 Report on Matters Arising/Clerks Report
i. Footway Lighting Transfer
The Clerk updated Parish Councilors that matter requires no further discussion as Allerdale Borough Council are withdrawing the request for Parish Councils to consider taking financial responsibility for the electrical costs of footway lighting.  This is due to a number of factors:
· The current ABC Executive have a different view from the previous Executive who made the original decision
· The Covid 19 pandemic has severely delayed the timescales we were hoping to work to and site surveys and site meetings with the Parishes were unable to take place
· With the real prospect of Local Government re-organization in the next couple of years, ABC think it would be prudent to wait until the outcome of any new re-organization was known, particularly as all lights may come under one new authority. 

Resolved by all present that the suggestion of Threlkeld Quarry being considered as a dark skies be passed to ABC following their decision to consider moving the electrical costs to Parish Councils being withdrawn. ABC remain the responsible authority for footway lighting and would be the best placed organisation to deal with this.

Action: Clerk to convey this decision to the Threlkeld Quarry Road Management Group and pass it on to ABC.

Cllr B Vidler surveyed the Threlkeld Quarry area and circa 4 or 5 of the households would like it to be dark, however the vast majority would like the lights to remain but with a screen on the lights, especially up round Saddleback View, Glendramackin Terrace & Stable Cottages as the new LED lights are very bright and shine into residential premises.

Action: Clerk to suggest this to ABC
ii. Castlerigg Layby 
Deferred until the November 2020 meeting.
iii. Correspondence from Parishioners regarding Blencathra business centre & light no 4 Threlkeld
A number of items of correspondence have been received regarding these matters. Correspondence has been received to both the Clerk and Cllr B Vidler.  The parishioners in question disagreed with the wording of the July 2020 minutes regarding these matters. 

The Clerk had confirmed that it is for Parish Councillors to confirm minutes as a true and accurate record, not members of the public. 

Resolved that no further action be taken. 
iv. Parking on the Highway at Sunset Hill/Storms Business Unit
Concern had been raised with the Parish Council regarding the increased parking on the U2960 in the area of Sunset Hill/Storms Business Unit, it is impacting pedestrians walking on the road and accessing their properties. No photos or evidence of the issue has been provided. These maybe linked to a local business trading from the area, where people are meeting at the site to be transported to an activity. 

Resolved by all present that the Clerk report these concerns to Cumbria County Council.

Action: Clerk to report this issue. 
v. Size/scale of Building at Storms 
It was noted that concern had been raised regarding the size/scale of the new house being developed at Storms.

The Clerk informed those present that if there is genuine concern that this development is being constructed outside or without planning consent then this could be reported to the LDNPA as a Planning Compliance matter however the LDNPA are not currently taking compliance issues forward unless it is an extreme circumstance.

Action: Clerk to be informed if the development is believed to be outside of planning approval, Clerk to send round the planning details to all. 
vi. Unauthorised development of Shepherds hut
It was noted that concern had been raised regarding a Shepherds Hut sited within the Parish that appears to be outwith planning consent, the unit is sited at Birkett Mire, and is being marketed as ‘The Stag’. Serious concern was raised regarding the lack of planning consent but also how waste water and sewage are being handled by the development.

As per the above minute the same will apply regarding compliance reports to the LDNPA.

Action: Clerk to report this to the LDNPA. 
47/2020 Highways & Transport Matters
B5322 from its junction with the A66 to the Junction with the A591- Concern has been raised about a lot of potholes developing, and the sides of the road in a number of locations have large chunks missing. The road is deterioriating rapidly and St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council have serious concerns about further damage to the road over the winter season. The entire road needs to be surveyed and repaired.

Action: Clerk to report this issue to CCC Highways. 

Concern was raised regarding the footpath alongside the B5322 from the railway bridge below the quarry to the raised footway. This stretch is very over grown and not able to be used. 

Action: Clerk to establish if this is a registered public right of way and if so report the concerns to Cumbria County Council. 
48/2020 Planning Applications & Consultations
Ref:		7/2020/2181
Location:	Barn Opposite Mire House, Threlkeld, Keswick
Proposal:	Proposed conversion of part of a barn to provide leisure facilities and erection of four camping pods

It was noted that councillors were concerned about the leisure facilities and the potential noise implications.
A request was made for appropriate screening for sound and vision. 

It was noted that this application has now been approved by the LDNPA.

Action: Clerk to note these concerns to the LDNPA. 

Ref:		7/2020/2206
Location:	Land at Storms House, Threlkeld Bridge, Keswick
Proposal:	Proposed general purpose shed for specific use in conjunction with applicants ground works & construction contracting business operating as S.Crozier including removal of previously approved small plant store sheds

Resolved by all present that the Parish Council have no comments or objections. 

Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 

Ref:	7/2020/2207
Location:	The Coach, Fornside, St Johns in the Vale
Proposal:	Use as residential holiday let.

The Clerk confirmed that the above application has been received by the LDNPA but it is a Certificate of Lawful Use submission. There is no provision for consultation on this type of application. 

49/2020 Planning Decisions

Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted:

	Ref No
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	7/2020/2116
	Burns Farm, St Johns in the Vale
	Use of land as touring caravan & tented campsite (year round use)
	Approved with conditions 

	7/2020/2194
	Naddle Compound, Keswick to Threlkeld Railway
	Approval of details reserved by conditions 
	Complies with conditions

	7/2019/2327
	Castlerigg Farm Camping & Caravan Site, Keswick
	Conversion of barn into soft play area (first floor) and café/restaurant and staff room (ground floor). Parking area
	Approved with conditions

	7/2020/2139
	Barn opposite Mire House, Threlkeld
	Proposed barn conversion
	Refused

	7/2019/2267
	Foxton Garth, Lonsties
	Single Storey Side/Rear extension to split-level detached house & first floor side balcony
	Approved with conditions



50/2020 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts
Resolved by all present that the below invoices be approved. 

	To
	For
	Amount

	Becx Carter
	Salary (Via SO)
	£625.18

	HMRC
	PAYE
	£164.40

	NEST
	Pension
	£57.57



Resolved by all present that the Clerk circulate her expenses & invoice for the website accessibility works to all via email once they are completed for approval and payment prior to the Nov 2020 meeting.

Action: Clerk to pay the above accounts
Action: Clerk to circulate her additional expenditure as it is completed. 
ii. Approval of monthly bank reconciliation & spend against budget report 
Resolved by all present that these be signed as a true & accurate record.
iii. Consideration of purchase of extra Community use Defib 
The Clerk confirmed that the Lodge in the Vale are now reopening following Covid-19 and are still willing to host the UU funded defib (the other is sited in the phone box at Threlkeld Quarry).

Dalebottom Campsite have confirmed they would be willing to host a third community use Defib as long as it were fully funded by the Parish Council. The Clerk confirmed this would cost circa £2500 to purchase and then £150 per annum management fee. The Clerk confirmed the Parish Council had sufficient in its reserves to consider funding this in the new financial year 21/22 (So it could be appropriately budgeted for). It was noted that the requirement to check on the unit regularly might be challenging, and a rota might need to be organised to undertake this. 

Resolved by all present that the Clerk add this to the budget for the forthcoming financial year.

Action: Clerk to add this to the budget for 2021/22.

It was noted that there are local concerns about the visual impact and ongoing disruption in the Naddle Valley area. The Clerk noted that there has been no proactive communication from United Utilities in over 6months. 

Action: Clerk to raise these concerns with United Utilities.
iv.  NALC Salary Award
The National Joint Council for Local Government Services has reached agreement on the new pay scales for public sector workers. This equates to a 2.75% increase. 

The financial impact on St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council is £96.72 per annum

Resolved by all present that the Clerk be awarded the nationally agreed salary rise.

Action: Clerk to process this pay-rise and revise the standing order for the turn of the financial year. 
v. Website Accessibility Policy 
The Clerk confirmed that this work wasn’t completely finished but would be imminently. 

Resolved by all present that the Clerk complete these works and then circulate her invoice and the Website Accessibility Policy to all for approval. 

Action: Clerk to complete these works and circulate to all for approval via email. 

51/2020 Correspondence Received for Discussion 
i. CALC interim statement on Local Government Reorganisation

This statement regarding the interim position of CALC on a possible reorganization (to unitary authority) of local government in Cumbria was noted as received.

It was noted that if Cumbria did move towards Unitary Authority that it is likely that greater responsibility/reliance maybe placed on Parish Councils. 

ii. National Consultation on Planning Reforms

All councillors present had received a copy of the Consultation documents relating to possible changes to the Planning System prior to the meeting.

52/2020 Councillor Matters
None 
53/2020 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all present that the next meeting date be set as 26th November 2020 at 19:00 in a Virtual Meeting Room 

Signed……………………………………………. (Chair) Dated………………………………………………..

