St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council held in a virtual meeting room via GoTo Meetings on Thursday 26th November 2020 at 19:00

Present: Sue Hope (in the Chair), David Lamb, Bob Vidler, Claire Archbold, Ian Hartland, Becx Carter (Clerk),
Apologies: Judy Sutcliffe (IT issues)
With 4 Councillors present the meeting was quorate to continue. Due to technological difficulties for Cllr I Hartland, Cllr S Hope agreed to chair the meeting. 
54/2020 Apologies for absence
i. Apologies
No apologies were received. 
ii. Resignation of Mr L Walton
The Clerk confirmed that Mr L Walton had resigned from the Parish Council with immediate effect for personal reasons.

Resolved by all present that Mr L Walton be formally thanked for all his dedication and commitment during his years as a Parish Councillor.

Action: Clerk to process the relevant paperwork
55/2020 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
Cllr D Lamb declared an interest in planning application ref 7/2020/2221
56/2020 Minutes of the meeting held on the 1st October 2020
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes.

Resolved by all present that the minutes be signed subject to a minor correction as a true and accurate record of the meeting by the Chair, Cllr Sue Hope 

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
57/2020 Public Participation 
None
58/2020 Vacancy for Co-option
i. Application for Co-Option Mr D Felton

Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated a completed co-option questionnaire from Mr D Felton who has applied to fill the one seat open for co-option on St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council.  

As part of his co-option application Mr D Felton had expressed an interested in local democracy and to play a part in nurturing and protecting Cumbria. 

The Clerk confirmed that Mr Felton satisfies all the legal eligibility checks to be co-opted on to St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council. 

Resolved by all present that Mr Felton be co-opted on to St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Council with immediate effect. 

Action: Clerk to prepare the relevant paperwork. 

59/2020 Update from Visiting Councillors/other bodies
None
60/2020 Report on Matters Arising/Clerks Report
i. Castlerigg Layby 
Following a meeting between various agencies and Cllr’s S Hope & B Vidler the Clerk confirmed that Cumbria County Council Highways have agreed to put down subbase material, to remove the lip where it meets the road and fill the potholes. This will be done before the end of the financial year. 
ii. Community Use Defib- The Lodge in the Vale
This defibrillator has been installed and requires its weekly checks to be undertaken. A member of staff at Lodge in the Vale has kindly agreed to undertake this role on a regular basis but a second volunteer is required for if the member of staff is away/business closed for any period of time.

The weekly checks involve accessing the cabinet and undertaking some simple visual checks and recording them on a website.

Resolved by all present that Claire Archbold be added as a volunteer for the weekly checks on this site. 

Action: Clerk to process Claire on to the relevant system and discuss with Claire how to do this. 
iii. United Utilities Thirlmere Pipeline 
Given the ongoing concerns about the visual condition of the working easement and the disruption this project continues to cause, along with growing concerns about the lack of management of the Thirlmere water levels consideration was given to inviting United Utilities to the January 2021 for these concerns to be raised.

Resolved by all present that UU be invited to the January 2021 meeting

Action: Clerk to organise this and agenda it. 
iv. LDNPA Concerns regarding Local Occupancy Housing & Lack of Compliance Enforcement 
Cumbria County Councilllor T Lywood had written to seek Parish Council support for two propositions:

1. That all areas within the LDNPA need a definitive list of properties that are subject to a local occupancy clause, this list should be provided by the LDNPA and include the conditions attached. This list should be accessible on the LDNPA website and be available to members, councilors & the general public. This would enable members of the public and others to report possible breaches of occupancy condition.
2. That extra resources should be given to LDNPA Planning Enforcement as at present Planners are overwhelmed no matter how hard they work and as such enforcement is not being prioritized. 

Resolved by all present that St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council fully support both these propositions. The Parish Council continue to have concerns regarding the lack of enforcement of breach of planning permissions and law within the LDNPA.  

Action: Clerk to confirm this in writing to C/Cllr T Lywood and send a copy to the LDNPA for information. 
v. Dark Skies-Threlkeld Quarry
The Clerk informed those present that the Threlkeld Quarry Road Management Group are considering undertaking a local poll regarding applying to designate the Threlkeld Quarry area a dark skies area and to ask for the street lighting to be removed. The chair of the Threlkeld Quarry  Management Group sought the opinion of the Parish Council on this proposal.

Resolved by all present that whilst Dark Skies are valued in areas where there has historically been lighting there maybe safety issues if it were to be removed (in terms of slips & trips). Additionally, when the Parish Council were canavasing opinion regarding the possible devolution of footway lighting costs the split was about 50/50 in terms of people wanting the lighting on/dimmed or removed. However the Parish Council would be led by the results of a formal survey of all households. 

Action: Clerk to feed this back
vi. Thirlmere Recreational Hall Noticeboard 
Following the resignation of Mr L Walton, the Clerk sought a volunteer from Councillors to look after the Thirlmere Recreational Hall Noticeboard

Resolved by all present that Cllr S Hope take responsibility for this noticeboard.

Action: Clerk to send notices to Cllr S Hope going forward. 
61/2020 Highways & Transport Matters
Burns Lonin- The condition of this lonin has rapidly deteriorated again and is now very dangerous and almost impassable by vehicles. 

Metal Fence alongside the raised walkway- This has become damaged and is leaning on to the footpath (just before the elevated section begins) . Cllr B Vidler approached them but the landowner is reluctant to make repairs as it is the responsibility of the CCC.

Action: Clerk to report the above issues. 

62/2020 Planning Applications & Consultations
Ref:		7/2020/2221
Location:	Land at Birkett Mire, Threlkeld 
Proposal:	Proposed Shepherds hut and 4 no touring caravan pitches with hook up pitches. 

It was noted that this application was partly retrospective (Shepherds hut) and that complaints have been made regarding the visibility of the structure from Burns area. It was also noted that this is a very small proposal when there are other larger proposals in the area that have received consent recently

Resolved by all present that council are disappointed regarding the retrospective nature of the shepherds hut as it makes a mockery of the planning system, and have concerns about the potential expansion of this site beyond the four pitches and one shepherds hut, and could appropriate conditions be included to restrict future development to prevent over development of this green field site. 

Action: Clerk to submit these comments to the LDNPA 

Ref:		7/2020/2231 & 2232
Location:	Fornside Farm, St Johns in the Vale, Keswick
Proposal:	Erection of greenhouse

Resolved by all present that the Parish Council fully support the proposal.  

Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 
63/2020 Planning Decisions
Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted:

	Ref No
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	7/2020/2181
	Mire House, Threlkeld
	Proposed conversion of part of a barn to provide leisure facilities and the erection of four camping pods
	Approved with conditions

	7/2020/2207
	The Coach, Fornside, St Johns in the Vale
	Siting of a structure that incorporates a former railway carriage, used as self contained residential holiday letting accommodation 
	Certificate of lawfulness granted

	7/2020/2206
	Land at Storms house, Threlkeld Bridge
	Proposed general purpose shed for specific uses in conjunction with applicants ground works & construction contracting business operating as S Crozier including removal of previously approved small plan store sheds
	Approved with conditions 



64/2020 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts
It was noted by the Clerk that the Standing Order for her salary had not been renewed for 20/21 and as such her salary was to be paid by cheque (including for Qtr 2 which was due in Sept 2020).

Resolved by all present that the below invoices be approved. 

	To
	For
	Amount

	Becx Carter
	Salary Qtr 2
	£625.18

	Becx Carter
	Salary Qtr 3
	£625.18

	HMRC
	Qtr 3 & Website Accessibility
	£353.20

	NEST
	Pension
	£120.42

	Becx Carter
	Expenses
	£36.66



Action: Clerk to pay the above accounts
ii. Approval of monthly bank reconciliation & spend against budget report 
Resolved by all present that these be signed as a true & accurate record.
iii. Budget for 21-22 for Consideration 
The Clerk had circulated a Draft Budget to all councilors for consideration prior to the meeting, based on the expenditure to date for 20/21 and the expected remaining expenditure for the financial year the Parish Council will be in a strong position in terms of reserves and as such no precept rise is likely to be necessary for 21/22. Further the reserves are high enough to allow for a third defibrillator for the Naddle Valley to be procured in the 21/22 financial year. 

Action: Clerk to update the budget and agenda for approval at the January 2021 meeting when hopefully the Band D figures will be available to allow the impacts of the precept setting to be known on an individual property basis.  
iv. Keswick & District First Responders Request for S.137 Grant
Resolved by all present that a S.137 Grant of £60 be made to the Keswick & District First Responders. 

Action: Clerk to process this donation 

65/2020 Correspondence Received for Discussion 
None
66/2020 Councillor Matters
Thirlmere Dam- Councillors noted concern that the dam is very full and that opportunities haven’t been taken to release water from the dam to fit with the agreement that Councillors believe to be in place regarding the level of the dam and holding ‘head space’ to allow for winter storms.  If there were to be a storm in the coming weeks the dam would over top risking damage to anything downstream. 

Concern was raised regarding the pressure that appears to be in place from United Utilities Head office to prevent locally responsive decisions to be made for the protection and preservation of land and buildings downstream. The Parish Council have concerns that no action will be taken until lives are lost. 

Action: Clerk to write to the MP raising concerns regarding this issue. 

Lay-bys on the Western Road- Concern was expressed regarding the laybys remaining blocked on the Western Road.

Action: Clerk to raise this issue with the relevant bodies. 

Dam Road Re-opening- Concern was raised regarding the continued closure of this road. 

Action: Clerk to raise this with United Utilities 
67/2020 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all present that the next meeting date be set as 21st January 2021 at 19:00 in a Virtual Meeting Room 

Signed……………………………………………. (Chair) Dated………………………………………………..
