St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council held in a virtual meeting room via GoTo Meetings on Thursday 21st January 2021 at 19:00

Present: Sue Hope (Chair), David Lamb, Judy Sutcliffe, David Felton, Bob Price, Ian Hartland, Clare Archbold Becx Carter (Clerk), Paul McKeown (Project Management Team on the West Cumbria Pipeline Project for United Utilities), Ian McCoy (Stakeholder Manager UU). 
Apologies: C/Cllr T Lywood. 
With 5 Councillors present the meeting was quorate to continue. Due Cllr I Hartland not been present, Cllr S Hope agreed to chair the meeting and all present agreed with this. 
Prior to the meeting commencing the Clerk confirmed that Mr D Felton’s Acceptance of Office from and Declaration of Pecuniary Interest form have been received and Mr D Felton is now an active councillor. All present welcomed Cllr Felton to the meeting. 
01/21 Apologies for absence
No apologies were received. 
02/21 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
Cllr Lamb declared an interest in planning application 7/2020/2297.
03/21 Minutes of the meeting held on the 26th November 2020
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes.

Resolved by all present that the minutes be signed subject to a minor correction as a true and accurate record of the meeting by the Chair, Cllr Sue Hope 

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
04/21 Ian McCoy- United Utilities Update on the West Cumbria Pipeline
Notes from the presentation delivered by United Utilities are provided below.

Progress so far:

· In 7 years all milestones have been achieved ahead of the stretch target
· Despite Covid-19 challenges UU remain on track to outperform the 2022 Regulatory date for full water into supply-31st March 2022
· Majority of pipe is in the ground and the reservoirs are proceeding well.
· Castlerigg Tunnel won the longest pipe jack tunnel in the UK & North America. 
· Covid 19- UU is classed as essential work so have been able to carry on. The majority of the administration/management team is home based.  So, no face to face meetings have taken place which have delayed communications.
· Communication has been primarily via the website; this has increased communication to the stakeholders.
· Increased staff illness/self-isolation has reduced the workforce from both contractors and sub-contractors
· Some of the suppliers have been furloughed which has caused a delay in material deliveries
· It is possible that Lockdown 3 may have different rules and have further impacts. 
· It is predicted that water will go into supply from Williamsgate Water Treatment Works in 2021
· Both of the service reservoirs at High Leys & Moota Hill are constructed and have been hydrostatically tested ready for water.
· Raw Water Aqueduct from Thirlmere to Summergrove. Transitioning from construction in to the commissioning phase.  Currently tests are being conducted on the new valves at Low Bridge End/Thirlmere a low flow test has been completed, and the high flow test is scheduled for early February (subject to weather, this is up to 561megalitres per day). A later maximum flow test in autumn will be in the region of 730-750megalitres per day.
· Power still needs to be installed to the line valves, and complete works at line valve kiosks, and then clean the pipeline and check for defects. Meaning that access is still required to easement until these tests have been completed in case any rectification is required. 
· Remaining reinstatement is still outstanding e.g. boundary features, lines-mens gates, hedges, walls, topsoil, seeding etc. and any remedial works and removal of remaining flumes, however all areas have topsoil on site. 
· Reinstatement is progressing well in the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council including in the area between Broadstones & Sykes Farm, the sward has been restored, and the stone walls are being restored. 
· Naddle Beck has been temporary ‘pumped over’ to allow for the restoration of the beck bottom, this has now been reinstated with the same material that was originally in the beck (e.g. stone/gravel etc).
· Coir netting is being used to stabilise the banking, this is a natural material and the vegetation will grow through it. 
· Cone Valve Testing will be taking place as mentioned in early February, the High Flowrate is 561 ML/D which is about 75% of max flow. This test will last about 6 hours. A maximum flow test will be done in the Autumn which will be circa 735ML per day. At the High Flow test the river won’t go out of the beck, during the Max Flow test there might be some flooding of in bye land but this will be monitored by staff on the ground.
· During 2021 there will be CCTV inspection of the internal pipeline and then rectification of any defects. The Line Valve Complex’s will be completed (including stone cladding). The Pipeline then will be cleaned. 
· The fibre optic network will be tested (this is for communication, power, and automated operation). 
· The pipeline will then be commissioned (at Williamsgate WtW). 
· Once the pipeline is commissioned and the water is at Williamsgate this will continue. 
· The remaining easement reinstatement will be completed (tree & hedge planting, permanent seeding, boundary features, linesman gates, and the removal of access points). Some will be completed this year, but the majority of substantial planting will take place in Autumn/Winter 21/22. 
· Realistically thinking that by March 2020 there will be nothing to be seen in terms of construction, and it will just be a case of waiting for things to grow and establish. The easement fencing maybe up in some places to protect the easement planting. 

Q: There are a lot of drainage problems around Naddle Beck where the field has been restored, with a lot of water sitting on the area, and very boggy ground.
A: Had constraints on the field drainage that could be installed, as it was a planning condition that Betterment could not occur, but hopefully as the vegetation grows it will improve. If necessary UU will go back on site to improve things. 

Q: What is the expected date for being out of the Naddle Valley? 
A: In terms of cessation of any real significant activity it will be March 2022, as some restoration of the easement (planting etc) will take place in Autumn/Winter. The pipeline will go operational in Summer 2021. 

Q: The Naddle Valley and local community have taken a real hit in terms of community impact and also landscape, given what the Manchester Corporation gift to the community could something similar happen here? There is no appropriate organisation in the Naddle area to apply for the legacy fund. 
A: If you have an idea of what you think will be appropriate, then an approach should be made to UU via Ian or Paul. UU are aware of the impact that they have had, and if something imaginative suggested then they are willing to campaign for it. A clear idea need to be provided, and ideally something with some longevity. UU would like the local community to look back on this as a well delivered project. 

Ian & Paul were thanked for attending the meeting. 

05/21 Public Participation 
None
06/21 Vacancy for Co-option
None
07/21 Update from Visiting Councillors/other bodies
None
08/21 Report on Matters Arising/Clerks Report
i. Tewit Tarn Footpath Damage
Cllr S Hope had raised concern regarding the path by Tewit Tarn and the land surrounding it. There is increasing evidence of bikes being ridden on the path, and people straying from the path around the tarn.  This activity is causing damage to the land (which is local farmland) and is a hazard to the bird population of ground nesting species.  Cllr S Hope has contacted Natural England and they have suggested contacting the LNDPA.

Clarity needs to be sought on if this is open access land. It is believed that this is not open access land as this is farm land. 

Resolved by all present that the Clerk raise this with the LDNPA as the public rights of way authority for the area.

Action: Clerk to raise this with the LDNPA. 
ii. Mirehouse Development 
Concerns have been noted regarding the apparent development/expansion of a builder’s yard/plant yard at Mirehouse. It is not clear if planning permission is required for this type of land use. However, concerns include the impacts of run off from the site into the local water courses if it is contaminated with building materials/diesel etc. Additionally, it was noted that there has been burning on site recently which had a very strong and unpleasant odour, and on occasion there is noise disturbance from the site.

Resolved by all present that Cllr I Hartland and Cllr B Price speak to the landowner prior to raising the issues with the LDNPA.  

Action: Cllr I Hartland & Cllr B Price to take this forward and contact the Clerk if any further assistance is received.  
09/21 Highways & Transport Matters
Naddle Beck is regularly flooding now, it is not uncommon now for Naddle residents to not be able to leave the valley. This maybe due to a combination of factors, e.g. climate change, lack of management of Naddle beck, sinking of the road in to the Mire. It is considered to be a main river by the EA. It maybe that the impacts of the very heavy vehicles accessing the UU pipeline has impacted the soil absorption under the road.  

Action: Clerk to raise these concerns with the EA/CCC/UU

Action: Clerk to chase up CCC Highways re the leaning fence. 

Dam Road Re-opening- Concern was raised regarding the continued closure of this road. The Clerk confirmed that she had raised these concerns with United Utilities, Cumbria County Council and the MP. Confirmation has been received from the MP that she has raised these issues. No further updates have been received from any party. 

Action: Clerk to chase up issues relating to the Dam reopening. 

10/21 Planning Applications & Consultations
Cllr D Lamb declared an interest in this application and didn’t partake in the discussion.

Ref:		7/2020/2297
Location:	Burns Farm Caravan & Campsite 
Proposal:	Proposed extension of camping site to provide additional camping ground (change of use from agricultural land) together with the installation of freestanding holiday accommodation pods following withdrawal of planning application 7/2020/2225 

Resolved by all present that concerns were raised regarding the possible increase in traffic volume on this road which has already increased with the formation of the Sunset Hill Business units, the Parish Council ask that this be considered by the LDNPA when making any decision, but no formal objections. 

Action: Clerk to submit these comments to the LDNPA 

Ref:		7/2020/2303
Location:	Grassland Parcel to north of steading, Low Nest Farm, Nest Brow, Naddle
Proposal:	Change of use of agricultural land for farm tourism. Installatin of 2 no glamping cabins. Landscaping with native species, trees and hedgrow

The Clerk informed all present that this application has been withdrawn.

Ref:	7/2021/2005
Location:	3 & 4 Stable Cottages, Threlkeld, Keswick
Proposal:	Removal of existing timber construction garages and construction of new garage block for use with no’s 3 & 4 Stable Cottages (revised scheme)

Resolved by all present that this is a very congested area for parking and the provision of this new garage block may help alleviate some of this issue. St Johns Castlerigg Parish Council support this application. 

Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 

Ref:	7/2021/2012
Location:	Mire House, Threlkeld, Keswick, 
Proposal: 	Amendment to design to increase the solar panel area, condition 2 (plans) on planning permission 7/2019/2236 for conversion of a building to form dwelling. 

Resolved by all present that the Parish Council have no comments or objections

Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 

11/21 Planning Decisions
Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted:

	Ref No
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	7/2020/2221
	Birkett Mire, Threlkeld
	Proposed 4 No touring caravan pitches with hook up positions 
	Approved with conditions 

	7/2020/2231 & 2232
	Fornside Farm, St Johns in the Vale
	Erection of Greenhouse
	Approved with conditions & listed building consent granted

	7/2020/2225
	Burns Farm Caravan & Campsite
	Proposed extension of camping site to provide additional seasonal camping ground
	Withdrawn

	7/2020/2207
	The Coach, Fornside, St Johns in the Vale
	Siting of structure that incorporated a former railway carriage, used as a self contained residential holiday let
	Certificate of lawfulness granted 



Action: Clerk to speak to the LDNPA regarding 7/2020/2221 and the fact that the Shepherds Hut has been removed from the recently approved planning application, yet the Shepherds Hut is still on site 
12/21 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts
It was noted by the Clerk that on a review of the Parish Council PAYE with Cumbria Payroll Services in December, Cumbria Payroll Services had failed to process a notified alteration to the Clerks Salary as approved in 2018. As such a balancing payment is required. This is listed below. Once this payment has been made the Clerks Salary will be up to-date. No further payments are required to HMRC. 

Resolved by all present that the below invoices be approved. 

	To
	For
	Amount

	Becx Carter
	Salary Arrears 
	£909.39

	CALC
	Training
	£20.00

	DJ Web Design
	Web Hosting
	£100



Action: Clerk to pay the above accounts
ii. Approval of monthly bank reconciliation 
Resolved by all present that these be signed as a true & accurate record.
iii. Budget for 21-22 for Consideration 
The Clerk had circulated a Draft Budget to all councillors for consideration prior to the meeting, based on the expenditure to date for 20/21 and the expected remaining expenditure for the financial year the Parish Council will be in a strong position in terms of reserves and as such no precept rise is likely to be necessary for 21/22. 

Resolved by all present that no precept alteration be made for 21/22 and that the Precept be set at £8087. This equates to a saving of 88p for the average band D household in the Parish per annum. 

Resolved by all present that a further defib be purchased for the Naddle Valley utilising council reserves up to a value of £3,000 in 21/22. 

Action: Clerk to submit the precept request to ABC

Action: Cllr D Felton to canvas local opinion within the local area to see what local residents feel would be a beneficial Community legacy project. 
iv. Approval of Training Costs for Cllr D Felton
Approval was sought from all councillors present for a budget of £40 to allow Cllr D Felton to attend the Effective Councillor training courses in April 21.

Resolved by all present that £40 training costs be approved for Cllr D Felton

Action: Clerk to book Cllr D Felton on the training courses. 
13/21 Correspondence Received for Discussion 
None
14/21 Councillor Matters
None 
15/21 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all present that meeting dates for 2021 be confirmed as:

25th March 2021 at 19:00 – Virtual Meeting Room
20th May 2021 at 19:00- Virtual Meeting Room (AGM & APM)
22nd July 2021 at 19:00- TBC
30th September 2021 at 19:00- TBC
2nd December 2021 at 19:00- TBC
27th January 2022 at 19:00- TBC


Signed……………………………………………. (Chair) Dated………………………………………………..
