St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council held in Thirlmere Recreation Hall on Thursday 2nd December 2021 at 19:00

Present: Sue Hope (in the Chair), William Chaplin Brice, Judy Sutcliffe, Ian Hartland, Clare Archbold, David Felton, Becx Carter, Ian McCoy (UU), 8 members of the public. 
Apologies: David Lamb (Work Commitments)
With 6 Councillors present the meeting was quorate to continue.
54/2021 Apologies for absence
Resolved by all present that the above apologies and reasons for absence be approved and accepted. 
55/21 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
None received
56/21 Minutes of the meeting held on the 13th October 2021
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes.

Resolved by all present that the minutes be signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting by the Chair. 

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
57/21 Exclusion of Press & Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)
None
58/21 Ian McCoy United Utilities West Cumbria Pipeline Update & Q & A Session
Mr McCoy provided a brief update on how the project is progressing and shared a copy of a presentation.  

The project is continuing to make good progress and is ahead of schedule and will outperform the regulatory date of having water into supply by March 2022.

The Pipeline from Thirlmere to Redmain has been in the ground for the last 12months and it has been cleaned and any defects have been rectified and it is has been flushed. The pipe is now full of water and is ready to be used.

Once the water treatment works is ready to receive water it is good to go. There are still some aspects of the pipeline project that have no electricity but this expected to be done in the New Year.

The pipeline from Redmain to Bothel has been in the ground for 3 years and is in use (moving water between water treatment works). The pipeline in Workington to Summergrove is just about to be finished the cleaning and testing process. The next critical stage is getting the water treatment works completed.

Two service reservoirs a 10million litre reservoir at Bothel is complete and full at the moment, and a 50million litre reservoir that will supply Whitehaven-Ravenglass, is structural complete and all tests are completed, the final reinstatement is outstanding. 

The fit out of the water treatment works is nearing completion, it is being wired up and automated currently. A sedum roof is being installed on these and so it will blend in with the local countryside (this was a planning condition). 

St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Update

Bridge End- The new valves that release water (planned or emergency) are completed and all tests have been completed, including releasing water for Keswick Flood Action Group as the reservoir is more than 3m above wave crest. The reinstatement will be completed in 2022.

Shoulthwaite Moss- The work that is to be done here is to return it to a fully functioning moss and this is a long term plan, which will take 12-15months and will start in Jan 22. A lot of work is planned including removal of installed ditches, block up some existing ditches so the water is retained in the moss, and the other aspect is the tree removal that is to be done. As a properly functioning moss should not have any trees, this is planned and UU will come and discuss this with the Parish Council when this is scheduled. 

Q; How many trees are being removed?
A: Any tree that is visible in the moss, Ian is not clear on the exact number. 

Action: Ian to confirm the number and species of trees to be removed from Shoulthwaite Moss. 

The temporary working area on the A591 (layby) has been removed, and the area is being winterised and it will be reinstated in 2022. 

The reinstatement includes checking and making sure the drainage is ok, stone picking, working on the sub soil (to identify and remove compaction), and then cultivation and re-seeding. 

Plans for 2022

Final pipework testing, and then water going through Williamsgate Water Treatment Works. 

First water will go to customers in March 2022 and will then go through all other customers by the end of April 2022 and it will be classed as project complete in terms of delivery of water to customers.

During summer 2022 UU will be working on reinstatement e.g. boundary features back at the same height and substance as at the start, UU will be returning to any that have not been correctly reinstated to date. UU have taken back the restoration from the contractors to ensure it is done write. Linesmen’s gates will be installed, and once they are confident, they are not going back on to the land they will remove the access routes. It is hoped this will be completed in 2022. 

At the Chairs discretion members of the public asked questions of Ian McCoy after his update had been completed. 

Tension was noted regarding how much the project has damaged the valley and the condition that the land has been left in, the local community are completely dissatisfied with how the project has gone. 

Q: My land agent agreement says that you will still be here in 5 years?
A: UU have a 5 year obligation to repair any defects that are identified in this period. Ian accepted that every inch of the land will be restored to the pre pipeline condition. 

Q: Why are you removing the trees from Shoulthwaite? This is not as you found it, the trees have been there for 73 years.
A: Ian will bring the environmental experts to the next meeting to discuss why the trees are being removed. 

Action: Ian to confirm which meeting he will be bringing the environmental experts to so the Clerk can diary this in. 

Q: What exact date will UU be leaving the valley?
A: The UU ambition is to be out of the valley in 12months but this can’t be a guaranteed as each landowner will have different requirements for their land, but if their dissatisfied with the restoration of their land then things may take longer. 

Q: The current stone topping on dry stone walls that has been done is unacceptable, why has stone and topsoil been bought in to the valley to do the repairs, where has the original material gone? Raw material seems to have gone missing. Some of the topsoil blew away due to inappropriate storage, but the stone has gone. It can’t by definition be put back to how it was as the original material has been lost. 

A member of the public mentioned that a heap of walling stone was buried in the pipeline by the contractors, near the A591 layby. 

A: UU acknowledged this point and recognised that there are lessons learnt about the overseeing of contractors.  UU are trying to put any ‘errors’ right that may have occurred and have tried to step in where they have been able to under the commercial contracts. UU agreed that they would try and locate and excavate the walling stone that has been buried. 

Action: Ian to take this forward, and liaise with the landowner (Shoulthwaite Farm) to try and locate this valuable walling stone that has been lost by the activities of the pipeline.

Q: Concern was raised about the number of sieves and rushes on the land now that the pipeline has been constructed that weren’t on the land before. Discussions have been held with UU land agents about this, but this hasn’t helped the landowner, and no solution has been found to the problem. As the steering group won’t allow the use of RoundUp. 

A: Ian confirmed it is not his job to resolve problems like this.

Q: The steering group has been at fault at the start by not having a farmer representative on the steering group therefore not having any practical knowledge of how to deal with problems on the land. 
A: This is not a possibility as the water quality must be protected as well as restoring the land. 

Q: The way the trenches were refilled has caused the sieve issue, there used to be a layer of clay at the bottom, and then the different layers of soil ending in topsoil, the restoration of the pipeline trench was just all material being pushed in at once which has resulted in poor drainage and the sieves are now going. This needs to be completely redone to prevent the sieves growing. Is this the kind of level of restoration that UU are envisaging?

A: Ian doesn’t foresee the re-exposing of all pipes occurring, but he will take the point back. Ian noted that each field is different and might need a different solution

Action: Ian to take back to the relevant team members the issue with the inappropriate refilling of the pipeline trench and the resulting land and vegetation growth damage that has occurred and to confirm how the project will restore the land that has been damaged due to this action.

Q: Communication has been virtually none existent, land owners have been failing to receive communication, and have repeatedly tried calling to get updates but no information has been given. Can there be an action plan for the valley with a plan on a location by location basis so land owners have a better of idea on what and when things will be happening.

A: Ian acknowledged there have been difficulties with the contractors, UU have taken control of this and UU will be coming out to speak to landowners, and UU are working up the plans to ensure appropriate resource is in place (staff and financial). There has been an element of quietness on the communication front but UU are working to resolve this

Action: Ian to take this concern back and confirm a definitive date when communications with landowners should restart.

Q: Is the large green box remaining in the Naddle Valley? It wasn’t on the plan? Is it going to be disguised with stone cladding? It is very obtrusive.
A: Ian will ask the question and revert to the council.

Action: Ian to confirm the answer to the query relating the to the visual appearance of the green box and come back to the Parish Council with a response on if it is being disguised. 

Q: When will the restricted speed limits be removed of the A591? 
A: These speed limits are imposed by Highways due to the access points to the easement on this section of this road. These speed limits will be removed when the access points to the easement are removed. 

Q: The access track off the A591 has split a field and this has resulted in the area of field deteriorating in condition due to lack of access, will UU provide support to reinstated that as it was a direct impact on the UU pipeline. This used to be a haymeadow.
A: Ian to raise this with the land agent.

Action: Ian to raise this query regarding this area of land at Low Nest and the support UU will provide to restore it with the UU land agent and confirm the response to the Parish Council.

Q: A lot of UU pipeline traffic is now going through Dalebottom, their used to be signs saying no pipeline traffic, but this is not now there (following the removal of the access route to the easement being removed) and the behaviour of the traffic is very poor, vehicles travel very fast, and are very disrespectful. Can some infrastructure be done to slow vehicles down. 
A: Ian will put a health & safety notice into the contractors and subcontractors.

Action: Ian to put an immediate health & safety notice on this stretch of road and come back to the Parish Council with other suggestions to address this health & safety issue. 

Q: On the metalled track past Dalebottom, there are two areas where the stone walls come close to the edge of the road, a lot of the reinstatement vehicles won’t physically fit down that road, so will have to come down Low Nest but the culverts and bridges have been removed from the easement? How will traffic access the reinstatement?
A: Ian confirmed that UU are expecting to get all reinstatement vehicles down this stretch of road. 

Q: Heavy machinery will need to be used as the rock that was used for the haulage road has been buried and been compacted into the pipeline easement and will need to be removed. These were previously alluvial fields and the inclusion of the large amounts of rock etc are abnormal and have resulted in sieve growth and have reduced the quality of the land massively. 
A: Ian to take this up with the relevant team and confirm back to the Clerk. 

Action: Ian to take this concern up regarding the reinstatement of land in the Naddle Valley and how UU are proposing to remove all the hardcore from the haulage road that has been buried in the easement and has damaged the quality of the land. Ian to report back to the Parish Clerk 

Q: One of the frustrations is that the people of Whitehaven get water, but the residents of the area don’t get any benefit or compensation. At the 21st January 2021 St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council meeting UU agreed to consider projects that were suggested by St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council that would provide a meaningful commitment to their future. Two things have come up:

1) Piped water, you are running a huge pipeline through the valley but the Naddle Valley is without mains piped water.
2) Hydro-Electric scheme using some of the water resources in the valley, is electricity being generated at the dam?

Thinking back to the Manchester Corporation days when so much was done for the local community, it would be nice for UU to do something for the community. All the community has had is years of disruption, and seeing the land destroyed and disrupted.

A: Hydro-electric power is not generated at the dam as only13 mega litres go down the valley a day, and this is insufficient to generate power, and there are issues with abstraction licences etc.

Re water supplies the issue is that it is raw water

Q: Where is the water for Keswick treated?
A: Bridge-end, and up to Castlerigg. 

Q: A connection was included on the pipe when the original main through the valley was built a connection point was included for the Naddle Valley but its never been used.

Q: Can there be a direct contact between the community and UU to work towards the installation of mains water to the Naddle Valley. 

Action: Becx to contact Ian about this.

Q: Is their anything the landowners can do to help UU get finished more rapidly other than be patient?
A: No, patience is what they need. The onus is on UU to get it right. 

Q: Do landowners have a 5 year warranty after the project finish date? 
A: Yes this is 5 years from when UU hand the land back to the landowner. 

Q: What measures have UU put in place to ensure the restoration is to a higher standard than the current stuff has been? 

A: UU will endeavour to improve communicate with the landowners and allow landowners to be involved to ensure that the restoration is happening appropriately. 

Q: What access will be required permanently for inspection of the easement? This hasn’t been made expressly clear to landowners. 

A: UU have an easement right with all landowners, for potential twice yearly line walking, linesmen gates are being installed where there is not a field gate within 100m of the easement. 

Other points:

The Western Road on Thirlmere is currently shut due to tree losses during Storm Arwen, assessment is being undertaken to assess what works are needed to get this reopened, but it is likely to be extensive works required on a par with beast from the East. 

Thirlmere Dam Closure, the dam road was narrowed during the works after the Storm Desmond. Following this UU had to try and work out a way of getting the road open. UU paid Capita (the risk assessment firm of CCC) to see what could be done to reopen the road, traffic lights weren’t an option, or one way, the only way was passing places. UU went away and did designs for passing places they passed this to CCC who then said they weren’t happy with passing places on top of the dam. CCC have now asked UU to look at other options e.g. one way, or possible permanent closure.  There was a site meeting last week, there will be some consultation early in the new year about the future of the dam road. UU will return to speak to the Parish Council when more information is available about the consultation. 

There is also another project that UU are not involved with; Borderlands- Which is trying to link the northern county together with cycleways, Borderlands staff were out on the western road two weeks ago to look at possibilities for using this as part of this project. 

Ian McCoy confirmed that the email address the public should use for contacting UU about concerns with the Pipeline is stakeholderrelations@uuplc.co.uk . 
59/21 Public Participation 
None
60/21 Update from Visiting Councillors/other bodies
None
61/21 Report on Matters Arising/Clerks Report
1. Queens Jubilee 2022
Resolved by all present consider possible options for recognition of the Queens Jubilee in 2022. 

Action: Clerk to agenda this for the next St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council meeting. 

2. Parish Magazine
A copy has recently been issued, however becase the advertising has previously paid for the printing and because the advertisers haven’t got their money’s worth due to Covid, there would be a need to underwrite the cost of the newsletter for at least then next 1 year at a cost of circa £800.

Resolved by all present that this should be supported to keep the community together at a cost of up to £800 per annum. 

Action: Clerk to update the budget accordingly.
3. Christmas Carols 
It was noted that this event is well loved but there were concerns about the potential covid implications of this.

Resolved by all present that this be held in abeyance this year due to the Covid 19 current situation. 
4.  Leisure facilitates in Keswick Request for Feedback
Resolved by all present that St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council object strongly to the closure of Keswick Spa and feel there is a need (on the grounds of health & safety) for a leisure facility in Keswick. 

Action: Clerk to submit this response. 
62/21 Highways & Transport Matters
Action: Clerk to query again with CCC why they have been drilling core samples along the Vale Road. 
It was noted that lots of the issues with highways issues relate to the management and the lack of common sense. 
63/21 Planning Applications & Consultations
None
64/21 Planning decisions
Resolved by all present that the below planning decisions be noted as received. 

	Reference
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	7/2021/2291
	Rakefoot Farm, Castlerigg
	Haybarn
	Prior Approval Not Required 


65/21 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts
Resolved by all present that the below invoices be approved.
 
	To
	For
	Amount

	Becx Carter
	Salary
	£573.27

	HMRC
	PAYE
	£150.80



Action: Clerk to pay the above accounts
ii. To note the cashbook to date
Resolved by all present that the bank balance of £19,808.77 be noted as correct at the 30th October 2021.
iii. To approve & sign the Bank reconciliation and Spend Against Budget Report 
Resolved by all present that these be signed as a true and accurate record by the Chair of the meeting. 
iv. To consider a budget for St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council for 22/23
Resolved by all present that the Clerk revise the budget to reflect the newsletter costs. 

Action: Clerk to update the budget and return it to the Jan 2022 meeting. 
66/21 Councillor Matters
None
67/21 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all present that the next meeting date provisionally be set as the 27th January 2022 at 19:00 in Thirlmere Recreation Hall. 
Meeting ended 20:15

Signed……………………………………………. (Chair) Dated………………………………………………..
