St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council held in Thirlmere Recreation Hall on Wednesday 13th October 2021 at 19:00

Present: William Chaplin Brice, Judy Sutcliffe, David Lamb, Ian Hartland, Clare Archbold, Becx Carter, 
Apologies: Cllr D Felton (Work Commitments), Cllr Sue Hope (Health Commitments)
Prior to the meeting commencing the Clerk notified the all present that Mr Bob Vidler had resigned with immediate effect on health grounds. 
All present noted their sincere thanks to Mr Bob Vidler for all his time and dedication during his years as Parish Councillor. All councillors noted he would be greatly missed.
Action: Clerk to organise a thank you card. 
With 5 Councillors present the meeting was quorate to continue.
41/2021 Apologies for absence
The above apologies were noted as received, and the reason for absence was approved. 
42/21 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
Cllr J Sutcliffe declared an interest in planning application reference 7/2021/2273.
43/21 Minutes of the meeting held on the 6th May 2021
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes.

Resolved by all present that the minutes be signed subject to a minor correction as a true and accurate record of the meeting by the Chair, Cllr Judy Sutcliffe.  

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
44/21 Exclusion of Press & Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)
None
45/21 Public Participation 
i. Email from member of the public regarding the management/condition of public access routes on UU land
The Clerk informed all those present that correspondence had been received from a none resident of the Parish raising concerns about the condition of the crags & paths on United Utilities land in particular the path on the South Side of Launchy Ghyll up to the perched boulder, and access to Thackmell Crag & the top of Bull Crag. 

Resolved by all present that the clerk contact United Utilities to ask them to maintain their footpaths and ways to a higher standard to ensure that the routes remain accessible for generations to come. 

Action: Clerk to undertake this action. 

ii. Member of the public email regarding Tree Felling/Landscaping 
The Clerk informed those present that correspondence had been received from a resident of the Parish raising concerns about the management of the green space opposite the Business Centre entrance, and the tree triangle below 1 Lucy Bank.  The resident has been in contact with the LDNPA who have confirmed that there are no Tree Protection Orders in place and that it is unlikely that any would be put in place as there is a significant volume of tree coverage in the area.

The resident is requesting that the Parish Council contact the land owner (Threlkeld Quarry) and ask that they enforce no management of the vegetation in this area on the grounds of environmental and wildlife protection.

Resolved by all present that no action be taken but that the concerns be noted. 
46/21 Update from Visiting Councillors/other bodies
i. Cumbria County Council
ii. Allerdale Borough Council
iii. Lake District National Park Authority
iv. Police
v. United Utilities
Despite attempts by the Clerk there has been no correspondence received from United Utilities in over a year, despite the fact that the scars from the West Cumbria Pipeline project are still very obvious within the Parish.

Resolved by all present that the Clerk formally invite United Utilities via John Hilton to the December 2021 meeting to provide a detailed update on the project solely within the Parish and to answer residents questions and concerns regarding the environmental damage and destruction the project has caused.

Action: Clerk to issue this invitation.

The Clerk made councillors present aware that Cllrs in the Naddle area have made a list of concerns that they have regarding the project and that they would like to be addressed during the aforementioned December meeting:

· When are the stone walls, hedges, trees and meadows to be restored to a satisfactory level?
· Why is their still a huge access road extant (but the A591)
· When are UU going to be out of the valley? Local residents would like a definitive timescale that will be adhered to.
· A meaningful commitment in writing is required from UU to comply with the reinstatement conditions that were set out.
· Residents of Naddle would like a face to face meeting with someone who has the knowledge and authority to address issues, and implement solutions.

Action: Clerk to make UU aware as part of the invitation to the December 2021 meeting of the above list of concerns, to ensure that these are addressed in any presentation to the December 2021 meeting. 

Action: Cllr Judy Sutcliffe to canvas the opinion of local residents and encourage them to attend the December 2021 to express any views they may have. 

47/21 Report on Matters Arising/Clerks Report
1. Defib for Dalebottom
Back in late 2020 this Parish Council agreed to source a defib for siting at Dalebottom. As more than 6 months has passed the Clerk asked those present to consider if they still wish to continue with this purchase.

Resolved by all present that the Clerk go ahead and order a defib for installation at this location (once confirming with the site that they are still willing to host it).

Action: Clerk to proceed with this. 
Action: Clerk to query with the defib manufacturer if there are child’s pads in the unit.

Cllr D Lamb confirmed that he has recently purchased and installed one at his campsite. 
2. Queens Jubilee 2022
It is the Queens Platinum Jubilee in 2022 and consideration needs to be given to if St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council will be taking any commemorative actions on this significant historical event. 

Currently there are national plans in place for a network of beacons (bonfires), and also for a tree planting scheme www.queensgreencanopy.org . 

Resolved by all present consider possible locations for planting trees in funding were to be available. 

Action: Clerk to agenda this for the next St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council meeting. 
3. Parish Magazine
Cllr D Felton asked the Parish Council to consider the future of the Parish Magazine and how the Parish Council can continue to support this valuable local communication network, if Councillors feel it is appropriate for this to consider.

Resolved by all present that the Parish Magazine is well loved and much appreciated but there is a limited amount of volunteer resources. It may be worth considering joining it up with Beneath Blencathra. 

Action: Clerk to contact Beneath Blencathra and ask them if they would be willing to allow St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council to include a page in their magazine and to increase the circulation list to encompass St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish. 

Action: Clerk to agenda this for the December 2021 meeting. 
4. Christmas Carols 
It was noted that this event is well loved but there were concerns about the potential covid implications of this. Any event would need to be outside, and this would be weather dependent. 

Action: Clerk to defer this for the next meeting to consider this in light of the current Covid situation in early December. 
48/21 Highways & Transport Matters
i. Thirlmere Dam Closure
The most recent update received from Cumbria County Council is that progress is being made behind the scenes with a view to CCC issuing a consultation regarding if the dam should remain the domain of cyclists and pedestrians, or if it should reopen to traffic. CCC are currently waiting for plans to be received from UU on how this might look visually.
ii. Cumbria Transport Infrastructure Plan
This document had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.

Resolved by all present that individual responses be made if Councillors wish to.

It was noted by Cllr I Hartland that the Valley Road (B5322) appears to have been surveyed with survey markings now on the road, but it is not clear what the purpose of these markings are and what works are planned. 

Action: Clerk to make enquiries with CCC about the purpose of these markings and to ask that local residents are kept informed in advance of any proposed works. 
49/21 Planning Applications & Consultations
Ref:		7/2021/2242
Location:	Mire House, Threlkeld   
Proposal:	Erection of 10 No Timber Camping Pods 

Resolved by present that the Parish Council have no objections or comments relating to this application, and that it might improve the visual appearance of the site. 

Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 

Ref: 	7/2021/2273
Location: 	Brakenrigg, Naddle, Keswick
Proposal: 	Amendment to conditions 2 (accommodation to remain ancillary to Brackenrigg) and 4 (car parking) on planning permission (7/1988/2120) (Convert disused barn to self-catering accommodation).

Cllr J Sutcliffe declared an interested in this application and abstained from any part in the discussions or decision making process. 

Resolved by present that the Parish Council have no objections to this application. 

Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 
50/21 Planning decisions
Resolved by all present that the below planning decisions be noted as received. 

	Reference
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	7/2021/2210
	Foxton Garth, Lonsties, Keswick,
	First Floor balcony to front elevation of detached house
	Approved with conditions 

	7/2021/2065
	Shundraw Farm, St Johns in the Vale
	Conversion of traditional barn to form local needs dwelling & annex
	Approved with conditions 

	7/2021/2121
	The Stables, Sunset Hill
	Erection of a Summerhouse
	Approved with conditions

	7/2021/2120
	Birkett Mire, Threlkeld
	Proposed shepherds hut, associated parking, hook up positions & landscaping
	Approved with conditions 

	7/2021/2078
	Grassland parcent adjacent to Low Nest Farm, Naddle 
	Change of use of agricultural land for the installation of 1 no shepherds hut for glamping
	Approved with conditions 


51/21 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts
Resolved by all present that the below invoices be approved.
 
	To
	For
	Amount

	Becx Carter 
	Expenses
	£132.56



Action: Clerk to pay the above accounts
ii. To note the cashbook to date
Resolved by all present that the bank balance of £20,397.73 be noted as correct at the 30th Sept 2021.
iii. To approve & sign the Bank reconciliation and Spend Against Budget Report 
Resolved by all present that these be signed as a true and accurate record by the Chair of the meeting. 
iv. To adopt the Face to Face Risk Assessment for meetings
Resolved by all present that this be adopted with immediate effect.

Action: Clerk to upload this document to the website. 
v. Grant Request from Keswick & District First Responders 
Resolved by all present that a donation of £60 be made to Keswick & District First Responders in recognition of the valuable service that this organisation provides in rural areas. 

Action: Clerk to process this donation. 
vi. Grant request from Great North Air Ambulance 
Resolved by all present that a donation of £140 be made to this Charity to ensure the valuable lifesaving work of the Great North Air Ambulance continues.

Action: Clerk to process this donation. 
52/21 Councillor Matters
Thanks were noted by all present to Cllr C Archbold for her on going dedication and participation in the Threlkeld Housing Association. 
53/21 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all present that the next meeting date provisionally be set as the 2nd December 2021 at 19:00 in Thirlmere Recreation Hall. 
Meeting ended 19:38

Signed……………………………………………. (Chair) Dated………………………………………………..
