St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council held in Thirlmere Recreation Hall on Thursday 27th January 2022 at 19:00

Present: Sue Hope (in the Chair), William Chaplin Brice, Ian Hartland, Clare Archbold, David Felton, Judy Sutcliffe, Becx Carter (Clerk) 
Apologies: David Lamb (Work Commitments)
With 6 Councillors present the meeting was quorate to continue.
01/2022 Apologies for absence
Resolved by all present that the above apologies and reasons for absence be approved and accepted. 
02/2022 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
Cllr I Hartland declared an interest in planning application reference 7/2021/2356 and abstained from all discussions relating to it. 
03/2022 Minutes of the meeting held on the 2nd December 2021
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes.

Resolved by all present that the minutes be signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting by the Chair. 

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
04/2022 Exclusion of Press & Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)
None
05/2022 Stuart Shaw Principal Ecologist at UU- Shoulthwaite Moss Q & A Session
Cancelled due to Mr Stuart Shaw having been in contact with a positive Covid Case. 

Resolved by all present that an additional meeting of St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council be called for Tuesday 8th February 2022 at 19:00 specifically to enable Stuart Shaw to attend and discuss the plans for Shoulthwaite Moss.

Action: Clerk to prepare the relevant papers and notices for this event.

Action: UU to be asked for their plans in advance of the meeting so they can be circulated in advance.

The main question that is likely to be is why can’t the trees (alder & birch) be left to naturally die, leaving them to naturally decay as they will in a natural process if the moss is dammed. It was noted that there has been a massive loss of trees within the Valley due to the storms and those that are left are very precious to the valley. Concerns were raised that UU are trying to manage a natural environment rather than leaving it to self manage (and how long will this maintenance continue), it was accepted that the pine could be removed. 

Action: UU need to be prepared to answer and respond to this question 

06/2022 Public Participation 
Letter regarding King Kong Lorries- The Clerk read out a letter from a local resident regarding the movement of some large vehicles along the Quarry Road, this letter has also been sent to Allerdale Borough Council and the LDNPA. 

The Clerk is unclear what action the local resident is requesting, further the Clerk has sought confirmation from ABC or LDNPA on if there are planning conditions or restrictions that would mean that the movement of these lorries was inappropriate.  The LDNPA have confirmed that there are no restrictions on the size of the vehicles that can access the King Kong Units, but that there is a planning condition that restricts the time of deliveries being made or despatched from the site (they should only be between 8:00-16:00, and not at any time on Weekends or Public Holidays).

Resolved by all present that the matter be left with the LDNPA as the Planning Authority and the appropriate organisation to deal with this matter. 
07/2022 Update from Visiting Councillors/other bodies
i. United Utilities -Follow up response from UU after 2/12/21 meeting
An email update was received from Ian McCoy of UU on the 21st December 2021 which states:

Shoulthwaite Moss- Covered above.

Landowner Communications- All landowners and land agents in the valley have been contacted by UU and they are arranging a field by field walkover of their land in December or January to discuss the next steps required. Some meetings took place in the mid two weeks of December and Ian understands these were constructive. An internal UU meeting was being held on the 10th January 2022 to discuss the next steps for the reinstatement that will commence in Spring. Then a programme of works with all landowners will be agreed and a ‘general’ update will be provided to the Parish Council in due course.

Dalebottom- The head of construction was notified of the concerns regarding speeding and they have engaged with their contractors on this issue and to remind contractors of their behaviour. 

Naddle Valley Green Box- UU can confirm that this will be stone clad and roofed

Water Supply- UU are in contact with Cllr D Felton and are arranging a meeting in the New Year to discuss this further 

If any residents/landowners or councillors have any issues they should contact stakeholderrelations@uuplc.co.uk 

Concern was noted that Cllr. D Felton has tried to make contact with Mr I McCoy on the 4th January and the 26th January 2022 but no response has been received.

Action: Clerk to chase this up. 

08/2022 Report on Matters Arising/Clerks Report
1. Queens Jubilee 2022
It was suggested that some trees could be planted in the Village Hall grounds as there are few younger specimens around the village hall. 

Action: Clerk to speak to the Village Hall for consent to plant additional trees in the grounds and then seek to obtain some via the Queens Jubilee Green Canopy Programme. 

A query was raised about who owns High Rigg and if there is a small area where the trees could be planted.

Action: Clerk to look into the ownership of the High Rigg and the area above it. 
2. Parish Magazine
The Clerk confirmed that the budget has been revised to include £800 to cover the costs of keeping the Parish Magazine running. 

Action: Cllr D Felton to get a second quote from Penrith Posters. 
3. Local Government Reorganisation- Election 2023 implications
Correspondence has been received from CALC updating councils on the progress of the Local Government Reorganisation. A crucial and very significant impact of this on Parish Councils is that the current Structural Change Order is proposing that the dates of town & parish council election arrangements will not change. 

The result of this is that if (as St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council is) a council is due to hold its elections in May 2023 these will go ahead unchanged. The issue is that in May 2023 this will be the only election taking place that year. Which means that Parish Councils would need to cover the entire cost of the election in that year. This will need to be factored in to the 23/24 Parish Council budget.

The Clerk has requested indicative costs from ABC but these have not yet been received, but it is understood that this could run to 1000’s of pounds. 

Following the May 2023 elections, the next election will be 2027 when the new unitary authorities hold elections, and the aim is that all local council elections will align with the principal authorities moving forwards.

Resolved that this information be noted as received. 

Action: Clerk to keep councillors updated on this issue and to ensure that the full costs are factored in to the 2023/24 budget, which will mean a significant precept rise. 
4.  Road Closure- U7003-Thirlmere 
The Clerk confirmed that a road closure has been put in place on the U7003 (Western Road) Thirlmere, to allow works to take place to remove fallen and damaged trees on and near the road. It is likely that this road closure will remain in place for up to 18months.  It was noted that at the same time UU are going to remove phytophthora infected stock to prevent another road closure in the future. 

Resolved by all present that this information be noted with disappointment by Parish Councillors, that this road is once again going to be shut for such a prolonged period of time having only fairly recently been re-opened after the Beast from the East Damage. The Council requested that signage be improved. 

Action: Clerk to speak to UU to ask if there is anyway the Western Road can be opened at least part way once the wind blow is removed to allow people to access Armboth etc. Also signage needs to be improved as people are getting to the closures without being aware. Could signage be included in all the car parks around the reservoir on all the main descent paths into the valley (e.g. Watendlath).
5. The Carriage Mews (Condition of it)
Concern has been raised regarding the condition of the Carriage Mews (on the way up towards St John’s Church). 

Resolved by all present that the Clerk contact the LDNPA about this as it is has been in a very poor condition for a prolonged period of time. 

Action: Clerk to contact the LDNPA
09/2022 Highways & Transport Matters
i. Yew Tree Cottage- Dangerous drop from narrow road into the cottage grounds
Concern was raised regarding the drop from the narrow road into the cottage grounds, and the risk of potential public harm occurring if anyone were to fall down this drop.

Action: Clerk to report this to CCC Highways and ask for guidance on this as the road is very narrow. 
ii. Unofficial footpath to Birkett Mire
It was noted that an official footpath has been formed between the Old Railway Line and Birkett Mire and a query was raised regarding if this footpath requires consent from anyone, and if so from whom?

Action: Cllrs to look at this and report back to the Clerk who can agenda it for a future meeting.
Action: Clerk to send the plans back round regarding the Birkett Mire Pods so councillors can compare against the plan.

10/2022 Planning Applications & Consultations
Ref: 7/2021/2356
Location: Threlkeld Quarry, Threlkeld
Proposal: 3 No Local Needs Dwellings

Cllr I Hartland declared an interest in this application and abstained from discussions relating to it.

Prior to leaving the room he explained the proposals, it is a terrace of 3 houses for local people. Ian Hartland is applying for the planning consent and then individuals can build their own properties as a starting property. The Museum Company will retain the land and the properties will be self-owned on a leasehold basis, the aim is that the properties will be occupied by those that are working in the museum. Ian noted that he has not yet worked out the fine detail e.g. length of the leasehold. 

Prior to councillors discussing this application the Clerk informed all present that a letter had been received from a resident of the Parish asking if the last time housing was approved on Lucy Bank that a statement was made confirming it would be last development at the Quarry, due to the volume of additional houses that have been built and incremental development, and which are putting pressure on the surrounding infrastructure including road & drains. The Clerk has looked through the Parish Council files and the LDNPA website and can’t find any reference to this statement.

Further the member of the public has raised concerns that the monies that were supposed to be paid to road maintenance committee as a condition of development on the previous three planning decisions have not been paid.  In particular. planning Decision Reference 7/2021/2280 (Threlkeld Depot) Condition 5 has never been honoured. Nor S.106 agreements on a number of developments in the area been honoured. 

Action: Clerk to raise the non compliance with the S.106 directly with the LDNPA. 

Additional concerns raised by a member of the public in writing to the Parish Council relate to:

· At the time of the last housing submission it was stated that ‘core strategy policies prioritise the delivery of housing in the National Park and allow the consideration of both affordable and local needs housing within cluster communities. The land can be considered as previously developed for quarry uses and there is an appropriate windfall site for a maximum of three local needs houses consistent with Policy CS18 of the Core Strategy. More than three houses have already been developed so to develop any further would be in excess of this statement.
· Dangers of the road- The road maintenance committee is a voluntary organisation as ownership of the road is unknown and therefore it is unadopted. There are many recognised and identified issues with the road. Including the high volumes of traffic and type of traffic (large/heavy vehicles) that regularly come in to contact with residents and children as there is no pedestrian provision on this road.
· Maintenance of the access road. It is not clear from the application who will maintain the access road for this new development. 
· Surface Water- Local residents have noted concerns that since other houses have been constructed around the quarry site that the has been significant additional ground water overflow and seepage during major storms. There is local concern that this will get worse if this development were approved. 
· Contaminated Land- It is locally believed that the land at the access road crosses, if not that of the houses is contaminated land from prior quarry activities. Has this been addressed? Do the LDNPA require further information to ensure that the land is appropriate for development? 

Resolved by all present that the comments of the resident were noted as received an the Council recognised the issues relating to the maintenance and dangers of Quarry Road. The Council agreed by all present that support this proposal subject to two conditions being added:

· That a local occupancy condition be applied to the properties in perpetuity to protect them for local housing stock
· That a condition be added that the developer makes a contribution to the Quarry Road Maintenance Committee- This should be discussed with the Quarry Road Maintenance Committee to ensure that the condition of this unadopted road does not deteriorate or become more burdensome as a result of this additional development. 

Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 

Ref: 7/2022/2013
Location: 1 Fieldside Grange, Keswick
Proposal: Replacement bedroom, bathroom & French door windows

Resolved by all present that the council have no comments or objections 

Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 

11/2022 Planning decisions
Resolved by all present that the below planning decisions be noted as received. 

	Reference
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	7/2021/2273
	Brackenrigg, Naddle
	Amendment to conditions 2 (accommodation to remain ancillary to Brackenrigg) and 4 (car parking) on planning permission 7/1988/2120 (Convert disused barn to self-catering accommodation)
	Granted


12/2022 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts
Resolved by all present that the below invoices be approved.
 
	To
	For
	Amount

	DJ Web Design
	Web Hosting
	£100

	Becx Carter
	Expenses
	£37.43

	Community Heartbeat Trust
	Defib for Dalebottom
	£2100



Action: Clerk to pay the above accounts
ii. To note the cashbook to date
Resolved by all present that the bank balance of £19,031.90 be noted as correct at the 30th December 2021
iii. To approve & sign the Bank reconciliation and Spend Against Budget Report 
Resolved by all present that these be signed as a true and accurate record by the Chair of the meeting. 
iv. To consider a budget for St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council for 22/23
Resolved by all present that a precept of £8.087.00 be approved for St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council for the forthcoming year. An increase of 0%.

Action: Clerk to file the precept demand 
v. Defib Dalebottom Order Authorisation
Resolved by present that the order for the defib to be sited at Dalebottom be placed at a cost of £2100. A further £400 expenditure be authorised for the electrician fees for the fitting of the unit.

Action: Clerk to place this order and liaise with the site owner and the Community Heartbeat Trust to ensure this is sited before the summer season. 
13/22 Councillor Matters
Dalebottom Noticeboard- It was noted that this noticeboard is in a poor condition, the cork needs to be replaced and the latch needs to be replaced.
Action: Cllr J Sutcliffe to raise with the John Jackson to see he is willing to undertake this work and obtain an estimate to be approved by the Council in due course. 

Threlkeld Quarry Housing Association- Thanks were noted to Sue for stepping up to join this association. 
14/22 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all present that the meeting dates for 22/23 be set as:
31st March 2022 19:00- Thirlmere Recreational Hall
26th May 2022 19:00- Thirlmere Recreation Hall
21st July 2022-19:00-Thirlmere Recreation Hall
29th Sept 2022-19:00 Thirlmere Recreation Hall
24th November 2022-19:00-Thirlmere Recreation Hall

Meeting ended 19:55

Signed……………………………………………. (Chair) Dated………………………………………………..
