 St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council

Minutes of the Council Meeting of the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council held in Thirlmere Recreation Hall on Thursday 24th November 2022 at 19:00

Present: Sue Hope (Chair), William Chaplin Brice, Clare Archbold, Ben Abdelnoor, Ben Brown,
Apologies: Judy Sutcliffe (Travel Commitments), David Felton (Work Commitments), David Lamb (Work Commitments)
With 5 Councillors present the meeting was quorate to continue.
Prior to the meeting commencing St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council offered their condolences to the family of Graham Chaplin-Brice who was a Parish Councillor for many years and will be much missed. 
76/22 Apologies for absence
Resolved by all present that the above apologies and reasons for absence be approved and accepted. 
77/22 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
None
78/22 Minutes of the meeting held on the 29th September 2022
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes.

Resolved by all present that the minutes be signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting by the Chair. 

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
79/22 Exclusion of Press & Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)
None
80/22 To receive applications for co-option (2 vacancies)
Co-option application forms have been received from two members of the Parish:

Mr Ben Brown

Mr Ben Abdelnoor

The Clerk confirmed that both have completed the co-option questionnaire and are eligible to be parish councillors. The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council is able to co-opt despite being within 6 months of an election date as per Rule 5 (6) Local Elections (Parish & Communities) (England and Wales) Rules 2006.

Resolved by present that Mr Ben Brown & Mr Ben Abdelnoor be co-opted on to St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council with immediate effect.

Both Mr Brown & Mr Abdelnoor signed their Declaration of Acceptance of Office forms and these were witnessed by the Clerk.

Action: Mr Brown & Mr Abdelnoor to complete and return their declaration of pecuniary interest form to the Clerk within 28 days of the meeting.

Action: Clerk to update the website

Action: Clerk to file the DPI forms when received.
81/22 Public Participation 
None
82/22 Update from Visiting Councillors/other bodies
None 
83/22 Report on Matters Arising/Clerks Report
The Clerks report had been circulated to all prior to the meeting. 

i. Newsletter (Advertising fees/responsibility)
The Clerk noted that decisions need to be made on the cost of advertising in the Newsletter & on who is going to be responsible for collecting & organising the advertising. 

Resolved by all present that this be deferred until the Jan 23 meeting.

Action: Clerk to agenda this for the Jan 23 meeting
Action: Clerk to speak to the editor of Beneath Blencathra about if they would be willing to combine. 

ii. Woodland Creation Project Consultation 
A consultation has been received from West Cumbria Rivers Trust regarding a plan to plant new woodland on land owned by United Utilities at Stybeck Farm

Resolved by all present that St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council are fully supportive of the proposals to create new woodland, as long as the planting is maintained over the first 3-5 years after planting to ensure the trees get an established start. 

Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 

iii. Boundary Commission for England 2023 Boundary Review

The clerk had circulated this information via email prior to the meeting. The proposed alteration would see St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish moved from the Copeland Constituency to a newly formed Whitehaven & Workington Constituency.

Resolved by all that individual councillors submit their own responses if they would like to. 

iv. Pre-application consultation re Communications Mast at Wythburn Car Park
Resolved by all present that St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council are concerned regarding the size and scale of the mast, could consideration be given to disguising the mast in terms of making it look like a tree, also councillors would like further detail on the coverage that this mast would provide. 

Action: Clerk to submit these comments.

v. Lake District Grand Tour

A briefing paper has been submitted to St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council regarding a new event to be hosted within the National Park in 2023. This is the Lake District Grand Tour (a 400km ultra race). The event will pass through the Parish, but the event organisers are only anticipating less than a 100 competitors who will pass through the parish between September 18th and September 24th.

Resolved by all present that St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council have no comments or objections with relation to this event proposal. 

Action: Clerk to submit this response. 

84/22 Highways & Transport Matters
None raised
85/22 Planning Applications & Consultations
None
86/22 Planning decisions
Resolved by all present that the below planning decisions be noted as received. 

	Reference
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	7/2022/2186
	Castlerigg Hall, Castlerigg
	General reorganisation of tents, tourers and static pitches etc
	Granted with conditions 

	7/2022/2240
	Land at Rock wood, Thirlspot Farm
	Installation of telecommunications site for the emergency services communications network
	Granted with conditions

	7/2022/2189
	Mire House, Threlkeld, Keswick
	Installation of 6 no holiday accommodation pods
	Granted with conditions



87/22 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts
Resolved by all present that the below invoices be approved.
 
	To
	For
	Amount

	Becx Carter
	Salary
	£732.98

	Becx Carter
	Arrears
	£186.00

	HMRC
	PAYE
	£241.60

	Becx Carter
	Expenses
	£77.02



Action: Clerk to pay the above accounts
ii. To note the cashbook to date
Resolved by all present that the cashbook be recorded as £20,092.76 on the 21st October 2022

iii. To approve as a true record the Bank Reconciliation & Spend Against Budget Report for St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council 

Resolved by all present that these be signed as a true and accurate record. 
iv. To consider the draft budget for 23/24 as circulated with the meeting papers. 
The Clerk had circulated this budget via email prior to the meeting, with careful budgeting and because of the strong position that St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council is in with regard to its reserves. The Parish Clerk is recommending no change to the Precept during the current cost of living crisis (with the election fees if it were to be contested being funded out of reserves). 

Resolved by all present that the Precept be set as £8087 for 23/24 financial year. 

Action: Clerk to submit this precept demand to ABC.
88/22 Councillor Matters
Cllr C Archbold noted that the defib is now back and live again at Lodge in the Vale.

Action: Clerk to chase up the Dalebottom defib and progress. 

Carol singing dates:

Friday 16th 
Sunday 18th
Tuesday 20th

With all money raised to go to the Great North Air Ambulance.
Action: Clerk to put these dates in Beneath Blencathra
89/21 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all present that the next meeting date be set as the 26th January 2023 at 19:00 in Thirlmere Recreation Hall. 
Meeting ended 20:01

Signed……………………………………………. (Chair) Dated………………………………………………..


