 St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council

Minutes of the Council Meeting of the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council held in Thirlmere Recreation Hall on Thursday 26th January 2023 at 19:00

Present: Sue Hope (Chair), William Chaplin Brice, Judy Sutcliffe, David Felton, Ben Abdelnoor, Ben Brown,
Apologies: Clare Archbold (Family commitments)
Absent: David Lamb
With 6 Councillors present the meeting was quorate to continue.
01/23 Apologies for absence
Resolved by all present that the above apologies and reasons for absence be approved and accepted. 
02/23 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
None
03/23 Minutes of the meeting held on the 24th November 2022
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes.

Resolved by all present that the minutes be signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting by the Chair. 

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
04/23 Exclusion of Press & Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)
None
05/23 Public Participation 
None
06/23 Update from Visiting Councillors/other bodies
None 
07/23 Report on Matters Arising/Clerks Report
The Clerks report had been circulated to all prior to the meeting. 
i. Newsletter (Advertising fees/responsibility)
Resolved by all present that the printing of the Newsletter be moved to the ‘Parish Newsletter Printing Company’ as this is a cheaper price and that the adverts continue as they are at the moment with advertising prices being reviewed in Autumn 2023. 

Action: Clerk to agenda this for the Sept 23 meeting 
ii. Purchase of Bird Boxes
Consideration was giving to the purchase of bird boxes (tits, swift, house martins) and red squirrel feeders to be sited at the Village Hall

Action: Clerk to seek quotes for bird boxes and squirrel feeders (red) and seek consent from the village hall.

Action: Clerk to agenda for the March 23 meeting.

iii. Tewit Tarn

Concerns were noted locally regarding Tewit Tarn (local wildlife site- which has very limited forms of protection) and the behaviour of those using the routes around it and treating the land as ‘open access land’. Lots of species have been lost from the Tarn due to the volume of the footfall around it. 

Resolved that this matter be deferred until Cllr D Lamb is present as the tarn is on his land. 

Action: Clerk to speak to the LDNPA and Fix the Fells about this area (e.g., duckboards over the muddy areas).

Action: Cllr Sue Hope to speak with the landowner about what options he thinks would benefit the area. 
08/23 Highways & Transport Matters
· It was noted that during the recent heavy rainfall the Naddle Valley was once again inaccessible due to flooding.
· The condition of the Valley Road (B5322) was noted as being very poor and that the quality of the repairs that are being done are also sub-standard and in some instances last only days. 

Action: Clerk to flag these issues with CCC highways.
09/23 Planning Applications & Consultations
None
10/23 Planning decisions
None at the time of the meeting
11/23 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts
Resolved by all present that the below invoices be approved.
 
	To
	For
	Amount

	H & H Reeds
	Newsletter
	£144.00

	Becx Carter
	WFH Payment (3 years)
	£360.00

	D J Web Design
	Web Hosting
	£100



Action: Clerk to pay the above accounts
ii. To note the cashbook to date
Resolved by all present that the cashbook be recorded as £19,829.74 on the 31st November 2022

iii. To approve as a true record the Bank Reconciliation & Spend Against Budget Report for St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council 

Resolved by all present that these be signed as a true and accurate record. 
iv. To consider the Clerks contractual pay rise following completion of the CiLCA qualification 
The Clerk confirmed that she had recently passed the CiLCA qualification. As per the contract between the Clerk and St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council this entitles the Clerk to up to a 4 pt salary scale increase. A paper relating to this had been circulated to all councillors in advance and appropriate provision had been made in the budget for any resolution the council take relating to this. 

Resolved by all present that the Clerk be offered a pay rise to SCP16 an additional £302.64 Gross per Annum 

Action: Clerk to update with Cumbria Payroll Services
12/23 Councillor Matters
-Kings Coronation
-Hydro Electric Schemes/UU contribution
Action: Cllr D Felton to continue working with UU on this.
Thanks were noted to Cllr Chaplin Brice for all his work on the Carol Singing which raised £300 for GNAAS.
13/23 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all present that the meeting dates going forward be set as:
30th March 2023-19:00-Thirlmere Recreation Hall
25th May 2023-19:00- Thirlmere Recreation Hall
20th July 2023- 19:00- Thirlmere Recreation Hall
28th September 2023- 19:00- Thirlmere Recreation Hall
30th November 2023 -19:00- Thirlmere Recreation Hall
25th January 2024- 19:00- Thirlmere Recreational Hall

Meeting ended 19:45

Signed……………………………………………. (Chair) Dated………………………………………………..


