 St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council

Minutes of the Council Meeting of the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council held in Thirlmere Recreation Hall on Thursday 30th March 2023 at 19:00

Present: Sue Hope (Chair), William Chaplin Brice, Judy Sutcliffe, David Felton, Ben Abdelnoor, Ben Brown, Clare Archbold, David Lamb, 2 members of the public
Apologies: None
With 8 Councillors present the meeting was quorate to continue.
14/23 Apologies for absence
Resolved by all present that the above apologies and reasons for absence be approved and accepted. 
15/23 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
None
16/23 Minutes of the meeting held on the 26th January 2023
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes.

Resolved by all present that the minutes be signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting by the Chair. 

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
17/23 Exclusion of Press & Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)
None
18/23 Public Participation 
A member of the public attended to raise concerns about the enforcement notice that has been issued by the LDNPA on one of the Shepherds Hut at Birkett Mire, the applicants feel that it is in a suitable location and outside of a flood zone (despite the fact that it is on an EA mapped flood zone).  One of the parts of the enforcement notice is that it is not in keeping with the Lake District character, the applicant confirmed that it was built locally and using locally sourced timber. 

The LNPDA have confirmed that it can be moved up to the hedge line on the end of the others, but the applicant would like to keep it in its secluded location as this the structure covered by the enforcement notice is a Shepherds hut and the others are pods and the applicant would like to keep them separate as they have different characters and atmospheres. 

The Clerk provided clarity that at this stage there is nothing further that the Parish Council can do regarding the enforcement notice, but that if the applicant were to put in a new planning application/retrospective application this would return to the Parish Council for comment
19/23 Update from Visiting Councillors/other bodies
None 
20/23 Report on Matters Arising/Clerks Report
The Clerks report had been circulated to all prior to the meeting. 
i. Purchase of Bird Boxes
The Clerk confirmed that the Village Hall are ambivalent to the idea of bird boxes being installed so have said that the Parish Council can go ahead if the council wishes to.

Resolved that the Clerk to speak to UU about installing them on their land.

Action: Clerk to take this forward

ii. Kings Coronation

The Council recognised that this event was coming up and the Parish Council should do something to commemorate event.

Suggestions were that the Parish Council look to purchase an Oak Tree to site close to a public footpath in the Parish for the benefit of all.

Action: Clerk look to get a quote for such a tree.

A further proposal was to site an additional tree in Wythburn Churchyard with concerns raised about the future of the two large conifers, and that if these needs to be reduced/topped for safety that another tree could be planted as part of the Kings Coronation celebrations. 

Action: Cllr W Chaplin Brice to speak to UU about these trees.

iii. UU Contribution to Parish Projects/Hydro Scheme Updates

Cllr D Felton confirmed he has spoken with Ian at UU to discuss Hydro schemes and requested that UU fund stage 1 & 2, but a response has not been received yet.  

Action: Clerk to agenda this for a future meeting. 
21/23 Highways & Transport Matters
· Concerns were noted about the condition of the Vale Road (B5322) the Clerk confirmed that this is on the CCC/Cumberland Council jobs list and a road closure order had been put in place to cover the Easter holidays but this was subsequently rescinded and the works have been postponed.  
· There was concerns noted about the fact that the area that CCC have just undertaken works the surface has been replaced but the drainage has not been replaced and as such the water continues to flow across the road. 
· St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council once again noted with significant disappointment the ongoing closure of the Western Road at Thirlmere and the lack of progress on this and lack of communication from UU on this issue. 
Action: Clerk to raise this as a concern with UU and ask for a formal statement on the long-term future of this Western Road on the grounds of cycling and walking safety and connectivity etc. 
Action: Clerk to submit an FOI to UU for a copy of all documentation relating to the transfer of the Dam and associated works from the Manchester Corporation. 
22/23 Planning Applications & Consultations
Ref: 		7/2023/2016
Location: 	Wythburn Car Park, St Johns
Proposal:	Installation of a 50m telecoms mast, with ground-based equipment within new compound and associated ancillary works

Resolved by all present that the Parish Council is broadly in favour on safety grounds but did note concerns about it not being in keeping with the local landscape and being large and over dominating on the skyline. 

Action: Clerk to submit these comments

Ref: 		7/2023/2022
Location:	Swallows, Castlerigg, Keswick
Proposal: 	Application for a certificate of lawful development (proposed siting of a mobile home) 

Resolved by all present that the Parish Council have no comments.

Action: Clerk to submit these comments

Ref:		7/2023/3011
Location:	1 Stable Cottages, Threlkeld
Proposal:	Demolish Conservatory and build extension on approximate footprint. Other internal alterations 

Resolved by all present that St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council support this application. 

Action: Clerk to submit these comments

23/23 Planning decisions
Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted as received:

	Ref
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	7/2022/2291
	Wanthwaite Mill, St Johns in the Vale
	Construction of a garage and a combined greenhouse/potting shed, separate from each other and from the main property
	Approved with conditions



24/23 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts
Resolved by all present that the below invoices be approved.
 
	To
	For
	Amount

	Becx Carter
	Salary 
	£840.40

	HMRC
	PAYE
	£221.00

	Cumbria Payroll Services
	Payroll Fees (one off) 
	£6.00

	H & H Reeds
	Newsletter Printing
	£146.00

	Community Heartbeat Trust
	Annual Support Cost
	£162.00

	H & H Reeds
	Newsletter Printing 
	£145.00

	Community Heartbeat Trust
	Annual Support (Defibs 2 & 3)
	£324.00

	Becx Carter
	Expenses
	£146.57



Action: Clerk to pay the above accounts
ii. To note the cashbook to date
Resolved by all present that the cashbook be recorded as £18,186.53 on the 31st January 2023

iii. To consider making a donation to Keswick & District First Responders

Resolved by all present that a donation of £100 be made to Keswick and District First Responders 

Action: Clerk to pay this donation
25/23 Councillor Matters
None
26/23 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all present that the meeting dates going forward be set as:
25th May 2023-19:00- Thirlmere Recreation Hall
20th July 2023- 19:00- Thirlmere Recreation Hall
28th September 2023- 19:00- Thirlmere Recreation Hall
30th November 2023 -19:00- Thirlmere Recreation Hall
25th January 2024- 19:00- Thirlmere Recreational Hall

Meeting ended 20:12

Signed……………………………………………. (Chair) Dated………………………………………………..


