 St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council

Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting of the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council held in Thirlmere Recreation Hall on Thursday 20th July 2023

Present: Sue Hope (Chair), William Chaplin Brice, Ben Abdelnoor, Ben Brown, David Felton, Becx Carter (Parish Clerk), Ian McCoy, Nicola Pointer, United Utilities, Markus Campbell Savours (Cumberland)
Apologies: Clare Archbold (Personal Commitments), Judy Sutcliffe (Personal Commitments)
Absent: David Lamb,
With 5 Councillors present the meeting was quorate to continue.
44/23 Apologies for absence
Resolved by all present that the above apologies and reasons for absence be approved and accepted. 
45/22 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
None
45/23 Minutes of the meeting held on the 25th May 2023
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes.

Resolved by all present that the minutes be signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting by the Chair. 

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
46/23 Exclusion of Press & Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)
None
47/23 Public Participation 
None
48/23 Update from Visiting Councillors/other bodies
United Utilities

· Noted that they can’t speak on the subject of the Western Road closure due to the open informal consultation on the closure. 
· UU confirmed they were in attendance due to the concerns about the reinstatement & legacy.
· UU confirmed that if there are issues they should be being dealt with land agent to land agent, and if any landowners weren’t happy with the service received they should be contacting Ian McCoy or the Stakeholder Relations mail box. UU believe that they are not receiving any complaints.
· Bridge End- Keswick. The drainage works are now 75% complete, boundaries (field boundaries, hedgerows, dry stone walls, fencing etc) are now 85% complete, ground work (soil/earth) is now at 60% complete.
· In the valley the kiosk at the entrance of Naddle Valley has power in, the solar panels can’t be removed until the meter is fitted.  The kiosk is to power the line valve which is under the concrete plinth, it also has phone signal in it so that the pipes can be remotely controlled.
· An ecology audit is taking place along the entire raw water aqueduct and pipe network this includes auditing every single field and looking at where tree planting will be required this winter, and looking at hedgerows that have been planted and the take up rate (to identify the hedging that needs replaced), and also looking at compliance with planning conditions e.g. around increasing hay meadow (currently increased by about 40% along the pipeline). 
· Access points across the raw water aqueduct and the network have started to come out now, on average they have been removing 2 a week, but nothing has been done in the past 2 weeks as no consent for enhanced traffic management had been received Cumberland Council. UU had done the ones they had consent to do under stop go boards.
· Access point on the A66 at Crosthwaite Roundabout is going to be removed from week commencing 24/7/23 and traffic lights will be installed on the A66 for this work.
· The one off the A591 in Naddle at Low Nest probably won’t be removed until 95% of the restoration works are completed. The speed restriction on this stretch of the A591 (30mph) will be reinstated from w/c 24th July 2023. The removal of these access roads is a big project as they are long haulage roads.

Action: UU confirmed that when they look to start removing the big access roads off the A591 in the Parish they would let the Parish Council know. 

· The access point at the top of Keswick opposite Craglands Guesthouse (AP9) a planning application has been put in to keep this access route. This is not a UU planning application it is the land owner of that field that has applied for this planning consent. 
· UU have put traffic cones across this one to prevent overnight parking

Q: The new electricity pylon at the kiosk on AP9 wasn’t on the plans? 
A: UU confirmed it would be them that decided on the structure to be installed they would have applied for a connection and ENW would have decided on the type of structure to be used. 

Local residents raised concerns that during the initial consultation period UU promised the valley would be left exactly as it had been when UU withdrew and this is clearly not the case.

UU noted that this wasn’t what had been said at the initial consultation.

Disappointed was noted that UU didn’t ask ENW for undergrounding this service. 

Action: UU are going to take this away and come back to the council with why this happened.

Q: There is a missing dry-stone wall on the bridge end land off the Shouthwaite Road (circa 400m)
A: If it is over the pipe this would be why as they can’t have anything over the top of the pipe including walls. It maybe that the landowner has requested its removal.

Action: UU to look into this and come back to the Parish Council with why this has happened. 

Cumberland Council-Markus Campbell Savours

· Ongoing discussions regarding the Western Road of Thirlmere have taken place between Markus & the Clerk to the Parish. Markus acknowledges the feelings appear to be in opposition to the closure of the Western Road, but this is not being reflected in correspondence to Cumberland Council and that any persons that are concerned should write to Cumberland Council.
· Markus read out an update from Cumberland Council Highways regarding the Western Road. 

Action: Markus to share this update with this the Clerk for Council records.

Cllr D Felton noted that there is now 1500 signatures on a petition in opposition to this ongoing closure of the Western Road under Rough Cragg, on the grounds of cycling safety on the A591 and the fact no safety assessment has been done on forcing cyclists to stay on the A591 compared to the risk of being harmed by falling debris from Rough Cragg. 

UU confirmed that if there is any known risk, they must indemnify themselves from liability and as such the only option is to keep the Western Road closed.  

UU confirmed (Ian McCoy) that they don’t want to completely close the road/stop access, and that it is closed as they can’t resolve the issues to stabilise this rock face due it being a SSSI, and they are working with Natural England on this. 

Questions were raised from a councillor that the risk assessment on Rough Cragg may not be adequate and that safety assessments have been taken on this ground.

Action: Clerk to share the details of the petition with all councillors & Cllr Campbell-Savours.

Councillors raised concerns that are appear to be pattern of road closures on assets that UU are responsible for (Western Road Thirlmere, Thirlmere Dam etc).

UU noted that the dam road was closed due to a perceived risk, and Cumbria County Council refused all mitigation measures offered by UU to keep the road open (passing places, traffic lights etc). 

UU noted that they have received no negative feedback on the closure to vehicular traffic of the dam.

UU confirmed that they are responsible for exploring multiple options for amelioration of the issue of Rough Cragg, but again reiterated the concerns about the SSSI. 

Cllr M Campbell-Savours asked a question about the impacts of the SSSI and why this is stopping UU doing the work?

Ian confirmed that they would need environmental impact assessments etc and then would need to apply for consent from Natural England, and that this is specific to the crag itself. 

In response to a direct question UU confirmed they have not yet applied to Natural England for consent to work on the SSSI, and then don’t have a timetable for the research/studies required to submit an application. 

UU confirmed that they don’t have a solution for Rough Cragg that has been agreed with Cumberland Council, this would be required before UU apply for a SSSI consent. UU noted that it was Cumberland Councils perceived desire that the Western Road became a ‘quiet’ route for cycling and this is a factor in the decision making.  

Markus confirmed that ultimately it is a Cumberland Council decision on if the road is re-opened or not, Cumberland Council are currently telling UU that they have a legal duty to reopen the Western Road to all traffic.

Ian confirmed that Cumbria Council have had previous discussions with them (in 2022) about using the western road as part of a cycle route. UU have not heard anything from Cumbria County Council/Cumberland Council since late 2022 on this subject. 

The Clerk noted that there was a consultation on this in 2022 but Cumbria County Council omitted to send this consultation to Parish Councils (which was minuted in 2022).

Bin Collections

The negotiations between the Unions and the Allerdale Waste Service have now broken down. Initially the Unions want parity, this group of workers (Refuse collection) are only one of a number set of workers that don’t have salary parity across the new Cumberland Council, so this raises some bigger issues.

The demands from the Unions have now gone apparently beyond parity and Cumberland Council are not able to consider this in light of the wider reviews that need to take place around refuse services. 

Cumberland Council are trying to bring ACAS in, but the Unions are resisting this. 

Cumberland Council have disabled the complaints system regarding bins not being collected on the Council website, if any bins are not collected every 2 weeks then individuals should contact the Clerk who will pass information on Marcus. 

It was noted that after the 10th August 2023 following a recent High Court judgement it may become illegal to employ agency staff to cover striking absences, it is understood that the government are going to appeal this judgement which might offer an extension to the deadlines, if this doesn’t occur then the situation may get worse. 

Following a question from a councillor, Markus confirmed that striking workers get paid strike pay (and this is tax free) this maybe lower than some peoples hourly wage but not those on the lower ends of the scale. 

Councillors raised concern about if residents will get a council tax rebate as services are not being delivered.

Markus confirmed there is no precedent for Cumberland Council to offer a council tax rebate, there is no statutory requirement to provide recycling and at the moment they are still collecting the majority (92%) of black bins at least once a fortnight (which is the statutory requirement). 

Keswick Food Share

Markus shared information on the Keswick Food Share that is running every Wednesday out of Keswick Library it is not a means-based system and if people are struggling with cost-of-living people can attend this service and will be provided with a bag of food. 

People can make donations to this service as well. 

UU noted that they offer support for bill payments etc.

Action: Ian to share information on the support that UU can offer in terms of bills etc and possible support that can be offered via the area engagement lead (Kevin Sayers) with Markus.

49/23 Report on Matters Arising/Clerks Report
The Clerks report had been circulated to all prior to the meeting. 
i. UU Contribution to Parish Projects/Hydro Scheme
Cllr Felton noted there are three stages to developing a hydro:

1. Small scale study (circa 2.5k) to look at all the water courses in a catchment to identify possible water routes.
2. Bigger feasibility (10’000’s) to look at the specifics on identified water courses to bring forward a plan to allow for the raising of funds/formation of appropriate legal structure etc.
3. Fundraise & build!

UU have confirmed that they can’t fund a feasibility study into this as they can’t spend customer money if the spend could become abortive, any funding has to demonstrate lasting community benefit.

UU stated that to argue against this decision they would need a business case on taking this forward, in terms of who is interested. 

It was noted with disappointment that UU are not willing to even offer the 2.5k to do the initial study to the area given the disruption and issues that the Pipeline has caused in the Parish. St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council understand the need to provide more evidence if we were going to seek UU funding for stage 2 of this process.

Action: Clerk to send a confirmation email to Ian with details of the Parish demographics and Parish Council support etc and request that the decision by UU to remove funding for a Stage 1 feasibility study be reviewed.  

In terms of the need/demand for mains water all interested parties would need to complete pro-forma and submit it to UU, they have not had requests from customers for this service. 

UU confirmed that they don’t go out and seek new customers, they wait for people to come to them. 

ii. Consideration of purchase of tree as a celebration of King Charles III Coronation

The Clerk confirmed that following discussions with United Utilities (locally) they will be working to remove the large trees from the churchyard at Wythburn Church over the coming months.

They would like it if the Parish Council would consider funding the purchase of some more appropriate trees (yew?) to be planted in this area once the works are completed 

Resolved by all present that the Parish Council agree to fund a yew tree/s in the Church Yard when these trees are removed. 

Action: Clerk to take this forward. 

iii. To consider/appoint a new editor of the Parish Magazine

Rev G Darrall the current editor of the Parish Magazine has confirmed that he would like to step down formally at the end of 2023.

A volunteer has been found to do the design, layout and content for the magazine. A volunteer is still needed to chase up content/invoices etc.

Resolved by all present that the offer of the partner of Cllr B Abdelnoor be accepted to do the layout/design & content for the magazine from the turn of the year. 

Action: Cllr B Abdelnoor to organise to meet with G Darrall to discuss this. 
Action: Clerk to agenda the matter for the September 2023 meeting to discuss responsibility for areas that still need to be allocated E.g. invoicing. 

iv. Cumberland informal Consultation re the Western Road

The Clerk raised this matter with councillors as it was very time bound (received 17/7/23, response due by the 24/7/23).

Cumberland Council are now proposing to allow pedestrian/cycle access along the majority of the route (apart from the section under Rough Crag which will remain completely closed to all due to the ongoing investigations into its safety), with a complete prohibition of motor vehicles from Dob Gill Car Park to Armboth Car Park.

Resolved by all present that St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn STRONGLY object to these proposals, and once again reiterate that the entirety of the Western Road should be reopened to all traffic as soon as possible. The actions of UU/Cumbria County Council have already lost the road over the top of the dam to motor vehicles, and the local community are saddened and disappointed to think that the proposals to close the Western Road to all traffic are even being considered. This route is a vital link for the Parish and residents especially during times of bad weather/if the A591 is shut. 

Further St J CW noted significant disappointed at the timescales on this consultation.

Action: Clerk to submit this objection. 
50/23 Highways & Transport Matters
Solstice Impacts at Castlerigg Stone Circle

Concerns have been raised with the Parish Council regarding the impact of the Solstice celebrations at Castlerigg Stone Circle:
· Human effluent on roadside verges, field boundaries etc
· Littering
· Noise
· Inappropriate parking/camping
· Fires

A local resident has raised these concerns with the National Trust, English Heritage, LDNPA, and others. Thus far a response has only been received from the National Trust who confirmed that this is not an event they encourage or really allow, but the NT don’t have any powers to enforce which makes it difficult for them to manage. 

The National Trust confirmed that they would explore ways of mitigating this for 2024 working with English Heritage, Highways & hopefully the Police.

Resolved by all present that the Clerk support the concerns of the local resident and raise with it all appropriate bodies. 

Action: Clerk to take this forward. 

Informal consultation re weight restrictions in the locality

The Clerk informed all present that Cumberland Council are proposing installing a 3 Tonne structural weight limit on Sosgill Bridge following a structural assessment of the bridge.

Resolved by all present that St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn have no objection to this proposal but request that the signage be kept to a bare minimum to reduce landscape impact as due to the width of the bridge it is highly unlikely that anything larger than 3 Tonnes could drive over it.

Action: Clerk to take this forward. 
51/23 Thirlmere Recreational Hall
Following recent meetings of the Thirlmere Recreational Hall Committee a number of issues have been identified:

· A number of the key committee members are resigning (including the booking secretary, and the individual who looks after maintenance)
· Other members of the committee are looking to resign in the near future
· Advertisement of this issue has not bought forward any new volunteers to take on roles within the committee
· It is probable that at the Committee meeting of the Hall in September 2023 the committee will fold and the hall with have to be closed (there will only two members would remain)
· According to the deeds the hall & grounds were leased by UU predecessor North West Water in 1982 on a 999 year lease, and as part of this the Parish Council is responsible for the hall if the committee ceases to operate.

The Clerk confirmed that she had received a copy of some documents from the Recreational Hall Committee and that the Parish Council would be ultimately responsible for the hall if the committee failed. 

The accounts of the Thirlmere Recreational Hall are in a healthy state, but this will only remain as long as the site is managed, cared for and bookings taken etc. 

The committee are willing to employee someone to do the bookings, but they need more committee members. Adverts have been put in the newsletter and will be advertised at the flower fayre.

It was noted that the car parking could be commercialised, and the income could be increased from this. 

Action: Cllr D Felton Posters to be put up advertising the need for new trustees.

Action: Flower show to put out an appeal to try and encourage volunteers. 

Action: Clerk to agenda this for the September 2023 meeting to take forward next steps. 
52/23 Planning Applications & Consultations
Ref: 		7/2023/2119
Location:	Brier Moss, Storms, Keswick
Proposal:	Concerting of farmyard to prevent ground contamination

Resolved by all present that have no comments or objections.

Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 
53/23 Planning decisions
Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted as received:

	Ref
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	7.2023.3011
	1 Stable Cottages, Threlkeld
	Demolish conservatory and build extension on an appropriate footprint
	Approved with conditions 


54/23 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts
Resolved by all present that the below invoices be approved.
 
	To
	For
	Amount

	H & H Reeds
	Newsletter
	£145.00

	Becx Carter
	Expenses
	£55.25

	Thirlmere Recreational Hall
	Room Hire
	£120.00



Action: Clerk to pay the above accounts

ii. To consider & approve the bank reconciliation and spend against budget report

Resolved by all present that these be approved as a true and accurate record
55/23 Councillor Matters
None
56/23 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all present that the meeting dates going forward be set as:
28th September 2023- 19:00- Thirlmere Recreation Hall
30th November 2023 -19:00- Thirlmere Recreation Hall
25th January 2024- 19:00- Thirlmere Recreational Hall

Meeting ended 21:05

Signed……………………………………………. (Chair) Dated………………………………………………..


