 St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council

Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting of the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council held in Thirlmere Recreation Hall on Thursday 28th September 2023

Present: Sue Hope (Chair), William Chaplin Brice, Ben Abdelnoor, Ben Brown, David Felton, Clare Archbold, Judy Sutcliffe, Becx Carter (Parish Clerk), Nicola Pointer (United Utilities), Markus Campbell Savours (Cumberland), 1 member of the public. 
Absent: David Lamb,
With 7 Councillors present the meeting was quorate to continue.
59/23 Apologies for absence
Resolved by all present that the above apologies and reasons for absence be approved and accepted. 
60/22 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
None
61/23 Minutes of the meeting held on the 20th July 2023
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes.

Resolved by all present that the minutes be signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting by the Chair. 

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
62/23 Exclusion of Press & Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)
None
63/23 Public Participation 
None
64/23 Update from Visiting Councillors/other bodies
United Utilities- Nicola Pointer 

· West Cumbria Supplies Project has committed to attend meetings going forward until the project is completed. 
· Drainage in July was 75% complete within the local area, it is now at 80%, boundaries was at 85% and is now at 90%, ground works was at 60% not at 75% and UU are now coming to the end of the period where they are doing ground works (due to Weather).
· The kiosk is now all wired in and the generator and solar panel has been removed. 
· The ecological audit is ongoing an observation from the auditor has suggested that circa 75% of the hedges have taken so some infill works required.
· Over the winter there will be tree planting ongoing.
· Access point 5 (Dalebottom area) will come out in Spring 2024 (tunnel entrance) but the removal of it involves removing it out backwards from the pipe back to the road. 
· Access point 6 (closer to Keswick) could come out sooner but it is weather dependent. 
· Nicola confirmed that they requested the power to the kiosk, and then ENW decide how it is delivered it was not UU asking for a pylon. In response to a question Nicola confirmed that she hasn’t pursued the undergrounding of this supply.
· It was confirmed that the buildings below the dam hasn’t been rendered yet, but an architect is in the process of drawing up options for this cladding. 

Action: Nicola to pick up the issue of the feasibility study funding with Ian. 
Action: Nicola to ask if the power supply for the kiosk can be undergrounded

· A query was raised about the concrete blocks on the dam and who is responsible for them.
Action: Nicola & Markus to look into this and come back to the Clerk. 

Cumberland Council-Markus Campbell Savours

· Provided an update on the Thirlmere Western Road consultation. The petition was delivered to Cumberland Council w/c 25th September 2023, and this well received.  Cllr M Campbell Savours confirmed that Cumberland Council are still committed to take whatever legal steps are necessary to ensure that UU fully reopen this road.  
· Cumberland Council now has Community Panels and each one has a small budget that can be used for community projects and a feasibility study could be eligible for this. 

Action: Clerk to look into applying for this funding alongside Dave Felton. 
65/23 Report on Matters Arising/Clerks Report
The Clerks report had been circulated to all prior to the meeting. 
i. UU Contribution to Parish Projects/Hydro Scheme
The Clerk confirmed that despite sending through the information requested by Ian McCoy immediately after the last meeting no response/update has been received. 

Action: Nicola Pointer to chase this up with Ian McCoy and respond to the Parish Council via email. 
Action: Clerk to agenda the consideration of a Hydro Scheme as a Parish Council project for a future meeting. 

Resolved by all present that delegated authority be granted to the Clerk & Cllr Dave Felton to apply for funding to the Lakes to Sea Panel.

ii. Visitor Management Questionnaire

Resolved by all present that the Parish Council delegate authority to the Parish Clerk to complete this on their behalf 

Action: Clerk to complete this questionnaire  

iii. Carol Singing

Resolved by all present that the dates for Carol Singing be set as 18th (Naddle), 20th (Vale) & 22nd (Burns) December 2023.

iv. Infinity Pools

It was noted that the volume of parking associated with this is causing significant issues, no one seems to be managing it and it is causing problems. 

Action: BC to formally ask Cumberland to look at installation of DYL on the junction at the VH.
Action: BC to raise this issue as part of the response to the LNDPA and ask for pop up car parks to be considered, and visitor management to direct traffic to park at Swirls (where the toilets are)

v. Cumberland informal Consultation re the Western Road

The Clerk confirmed that this consultation has now closed and that Cumberland Council have confirmed that  ‘many responses have been received’ and that the Traffic Management Team are in the process of analysing the information and will be putting forward a report to the Highways & Transport Strategic Board on the 10th November 2023. 

Cllr M Campbell Savours noted that even if the TRO is confirmed by Cumberland Council it is permanent (based on the information that Cllr M Campbell Savours has received) in name only and could be removed/overturned, as it might be that the TRO has to be put in place whilst the safety investigations complete. 

Markus confirmed that Cumberland Council have commissioned their own reports on the safety of the Western Road, and the report hasn’t yet been concluded but it was noted by Markus that initial findings suggest there is mitigation that is possible to address the safety risks of the Western Road. 

Cumberland Council are going to be serving a notice requiring UU to clear the road of debris etc and this gives UU 28 days to act, but this 28 day period is ‘paused’ if there is a legal challenge to it by UU. 

Councillors present noted that they would like to see the relevant safety reports from Cumberland Council at an appropriate point. 

The Clerk confirmed that she had shared with Cllr M Campbell Savours all the historic information relating to Thirlmere Western Road and the issues relating to how the consultations have previously been handled between Cumbria County Council/Cumberland Council and the Parish Council and Cllr M Campbell Savours noted he had shared this information with officers. 

It was acknowledged that there is clause in the transfer agreement from the Manchester Corporation to UU that requires the road to be maintained in perpetuity, but Cllr M Campbell Savours confirmed that this may impose a financial responsibility on UU as the road is an adopted highway and therefore the responsibility of Cumberland Council.
66/23 Highways & Transport Matters
None
67/23 Thirlmere Recreational Hall
Following recent meetings of the Thirlmere Recreational Hall Committee an AGM is being held on the 10th October 2023 at 18:30.

Ben Brown is going to take on the role of Chair of the Village Hall Committee and a volunteer has come forward to take responsibility for the bookings and secretarial role. 

Thanks were noted by St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council to Ben and the rest of the Committee for their hard work in securing the future of the hall.
68/23 Planning Applications & Consultations
Ref: 		7/2023/2136
Location:	Blencathra Business Centre, Threlkeld
Proposal:	Proposal for a series of new build workspaces to develop unused land to the North East of the existing Blencathra Business Centre at Threlkeld Quarry Park 

The Clerk confirmed that she had raised concerns on behalf of the Council with the developer that their claims of a public consultation were erroneous.

It was noted that Threlkeld Quarry Road Management Committee are in dialogue with Cumberland Council about requesting a condition be added to any approved planning consent that the developer be required to bring up the Threlkeld Quarry Road to an adoptable standard and that Cumberland Council then be required to adopt it.

Cllr M Campbell Savours noted that BEC (which is the developer) is partly owned by Cumberland (49%) with the Nuclear industry owning the remaining (51%). 

It was noted that an objection had been received from one member of the public who is a resident in the Quarry. 

Resolved by all present that St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council support this application on the grounds of provision of additional employment sites that will create locally based jobs. The Parish Council do request that the LDNPA take into account the below observations/requests for conditions on any approved planning consent:

1. Condition of the Threlkeld Quarry Road- The road from the junction with the B5322 into Threlkeld Quarry and along to the existing business units is in a poor condition, which is a significant concern for the residents and likely poses safety risks. This issue needs to recongized and where possible needs to be addressed as part of Planning Conditions on this development. 
2. Desire for Road Adoption- The local residents want the aforementioned road to be adopted by Cumberland Council, and would like to think that this planning application (and relevant Planning Conditions) could be a catalyst to moving this matter forward, with the developer being required to undertake some works to make the Highway nearer an adoptable standard.
3. Environmental Flora/Fauna surveys & mitigation- It was noted that bats are often observed on this site and that appropriate investigations/mitigation measures should be included as part of this development having a negative impact on local wildlife populations. 

Conditions to be included in any Planning Approval:

1. Highway Safety- There are some concerns about highway safety relating to the condition of the Threlkeld Quarry Road and the increased traffic that would be involved in construction and then operation of this proposed development, appropriate conditions should be imposed on the developer to try to mitigate these negative impacts
2. Traffic Calming- St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council suggests that the developer should be required to install traffic calming measures to mitigate the impact of increased traffic along this road and to enhance safety on this road
3. Additional Car Parking- A planning condition should be added to ensure that the Developer is leaving enough land around the proposed development within the curtilage of the development site to provide adequate parking for the end users of the site to prevent the site contributing to existing parking issues. 

Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 

Action: Clerk to contact the LDNPA to ask them to turn the light off at their depot. 
69/23 Planning decisions
Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted as received:

	Ref
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	7/2023/2084
	Fornside Farm, St Johns in the Vale
	Creation of new river channel and wetland habitat connected to St John’s Beck
	Approved with conditions

	7/2023/2106
	Uplands, Lonsties, Keswick
	Proposed extensions including raising of the roof, placement of photovoltaics, reconfiguration of driveway and turning to all side & rear extension
	Approved with conditions

	7/2023/2016
	Wythburn Car Park, St Johns 
	Installation of 50m telecoms mast, with ground based equipment contained 
	Withdrawn



70/23 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts
Resolved by all present that the below invoices be approved.
 
	To
	For
	Amount

	H & H Reeds
	Newsletter
	£145.00

	Thirlmere Recreational Hall
	Room Hire
	£120.00

	Becx Carter
	Salary
	£840.20

	HMRC
	PAYE
	£221.20

	Becx Carter
	Expenses
	£36.80



Action: Clerk to pay the above accounts

ii. To consider & approve the bank reconciliation and spend against budget report

Resolved by all present that these be approved as a true and accurate record
iii. S.137 Donation Request for Threlkeld Housing Association
Resolved by all present that these be approved as a true and accurate record
71/23 Councillor Matters
It was noted that a number of the housing association houses (Riverside) in the area have been unoccupied for a long period of time
Action: Clerk to raise this issue formally with Markus regarding the empty properties. 

Concerns were raised about people following Sat Nav down the Naddle Road and could a local resident only restriction be included on this road. 

Action: Clerk to raise this with Markus

Action: Clerk to continue to pursue pedestrian safety at the old railway bridge. 
72/23 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all present that the meeting dates going forward be set as:
30th November 2023 -19:00- Thirlmere Recreation Hall
25th January 2024- 19:00- Thirlmere Recreational Hall

Meeting ended 20:30

Signed……………………………………………. (Chair) Dated………………………………………………..


