 St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council\

Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting of the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council held in Thirlmere Recreation Hall on Thursday 21st March 2024

Present: Sue Hope (Chair), William Chaplin Brice, Ben Abdelnoor, Ben Brown, David Felton, Clare Archbold, Becx Carter (Parish Clerk), Nicola Pointer (United Utilities), Emma Moody (LDNPA), Sharon Hodgson (LDNPA) 1 member of the public.
Apologies: Judy Sutcliffe (Personal Commitments)
With 6 Councillors present the meeting was quorate to continue.
14/24 Apologies for absence
Resolved by all present that the above apologies and reasons for absence be approved and accepted. 

It was noted that following a number of missed meetings Mr D Lamb had ceased to be a councillor under the Local Government Act 1972. This vacancy has been advertised and if no requests for an election are received within the requisite period of time Mr D Lamb could apply to be co-opted once more in May. 
15/24 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
None
16/24 Minutes of the meeting held on the 25th January 2024
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes.

Resolved by all present that the minutes be signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting by the Chair. 

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
17/24 Exclusion of Press & Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)
None
18/24 Public Participation 
None
19/24 Keswick to Threlkeld Railway Extension Q & A
Emma Moody and Sharon Hodgson attended from the LDNPA to update councillors on this project and to informally ask the opinion of the council on the extension and added links they want to add to the Keswick to Threlkeld Trail.  The LDNPA are looking at connectivity and improving links to it. 
A significant proportion of the proposed extension is within the Parish of St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn.
The project is a partnership between the LDNPA, National Highways and both WaF & Cumberland Unitary Authorities. This stage is an initial informal consultation, a full formal consultation will take place around mid-April 2024. If the consultation goes well a planning application will be submitted in Mid May 2024.
There are a lot of uncertainties remaining at the moment around land owner consents, approvals, funding etc. 
Phase 1 is from the bottom of the zig zags on the existing route under the overpass and up to Burns Road (on the opposite side of the river to the current footpath), this is being funded by National Highways. National Highways want to undertake these works because it is a safety issue with people crossing the A66. This Phase 1 stage would be tarmacked as per National Highways guidance. 
The second phase is from Burns road along to Station Road, then the final stage to create a bridleway from Station Road through to Threlkeld Cricket Club on Newsham Road (this is likely to go ahead this year).  The surfacing of the 2nd and 3rd stage will be more informal and would be crushed stone to keep the ambience of the existing route. Some tree works maybe required but only if they are damaged or are likely to cause a safety risk etc. 
At Station Road the plan would be put back a bridge back across the road to prevent trail users having to cross Station Road at road level which is currently a dangerous crossing with no pedestrian provision, this may require some further tree works. The bridge would be installed at the height as per current highways standard. The existing abutments may not be able to be used, so it is likely a new bridge/abutments would be constructed that would have the character/style of a railway bridge and would be a steel bridge, it may need to be arched to give the highways clearance. 
The exact details are not known of the route specifications/bridge design etc but these will be available by the time the public consultation opens. 
One of the aims of the project is for the current permissive footpaths to be formally adopted as public rights of way, as currently the route from Burns Road through to Newsham Road is only permissive and could be closed by landowners at any point. 
Question & Answers
· A large amount of spoil was left outside the houses in the Quarry from the construction of the LDNPA depot and it was only supposed to be there temporarily but hasn’t ever been moved. The drainage in this area has always been very poor. Emma confirmed that the drainage will be resolved as part of this project. 
Action: Emma to check with the relevant officers regarding when this pile of spoil will be removed. 
· Q: Why is this going ahead, it is going to be expensive? A: Ntional Highways are funding Phase 1 to reduce the amount of people crossing the A66 which is a big safety issue. The proposed upgrade links into the See More Lake District Cycling Strategy, currently the NCN 6 route crosses the A66 but all partners involved want improved connectivity without the A66 crossing. 
· It is hoped that linking the K2T trail to other existing car parks (Threlkeld Cricket Club, LDNPA Car Park) might take pressure of parking in Threlkeld. 
· Concerns were noted about the possible impacts of fly parking on the road into the Quarry when it is busier in the summer.  The LDNPA confirmed that they have not done modelling for impacts in terms of traffic flow into the Quarry. 
· The LDNPA confirmed that further work is required on the message and signage e.g. signposting the Cricket Club Car Park as a Car Park for the K2T route. 
· An outline business case has been approved, but the final one can’t be approved until planning is in place and a tender price is known.  
· Toilets and bins (the lack of) were noted as an issue. The LDNPA noted that they could include toilets at the LDNPA depot on the planning permission for the route but they may not get permission as it would turn the depot into more of a hub.  The LDNPA noted that they also don’t have funding to build or manage them.  A suggestion was made that Cricket Club be encouraged to put in toilets etc so there are facilities at the start/end of the route.
· Bins maybe an easier solution and the LDNPA will consider building this into the plans. 
· Councillors noted the importance of the messaging as otherwise people maybe disappointed that there is nothing at the ‘end’ of this link (Café/Pub/Shop etc). The LDNPA don’t anticipate this extension/link will have anywhere near the user numbers of the main route. 
· Q: Is there a long term plan to extend this further e.g. to Guardhouse. A: The LDNPA suggested that subject to all the ‘if’s’ e.g. funding/consents/community support this may be possible, but this is a long way away in the future. 
· SusTrans have been involved in the discussions and have supported where they can but they don’t have funding or management responsibilities. 
· Concerns were raised about the possibility of people then going back through Threlkeld and crossing back over at the eastern Threlkeld junction back to the Cricket Club Car Park. It was noted that National Highways have flagged this as a risk but they have acknowledged that this is safer junction for people to cross at if they need to.
· The Clerk noted that Threlkeld Parish Council are pushing WaF to look at safety solutions for pedestrians as they exit the route into Threlkeld. 
Broad positive support was noted from the Parish Council, with strong support for the bridge over Station Road. 
Action: Clerk to confirm this in writing to Emma & Sharon ASAP.
20/24Update from Visiting Councillors/other bodies
United Utilities- Nicola Pointer 

· UU noted that it had been an incredibly wet winter and therefore the project is not as far advanced as they would have liked it to be at this stage. 
· Some photos have been provided to UU about some issues on a PROW that crosses the easement (under Low Nest). UU have raised this with the contractor who is going to look at the drainage on this section and the uneven surfacing.
· Access Point 5 has materials/rubble stacked at it, this is part of the retraction back from the tunnel and this will ultimately be removed. UU noted there has been landowner concerns on this site which have impacted on UU’s access to the site at times.
· New metal gates have been installed which don’t fit properly. 

Action: Nicola to raise this issue with the contractors. 

· Nicola confirmed that the cladding at the depot at the dam has now been completed, and all that remains to be done at this site is some landscaping.
· The remainder of the work will take place once the weather improves.
· The work to remove access points 5 & 6 in St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council will take place over the summer
· UU confirmed that if there were to be shut down of the water processing site at Thirlmere Dam then a site visit could be organisational, however UU are not keen to facilitate a site visit whilst the site is operational. Councillors reiterated a desire to have a full site tour of the dam facility.

Action: Nicola to continue work on this issue to see a site tour can be organised without the site being shut down.

Cumberland Council

Not present

Lake District National Park Authority

Not present

21/24 Report on Matters Arising/Clerks Report
The Clerks report had been circulated to all prior to the meeting. 
i. Dalebottom Defib
Cllr D Felton confirmed that he has spoken to the property owner and he is going to continue undertaking the checks, and due to personal circumstances he had missed some.

Action: Clerk to check that the site is active once more. 

ii. Thirlmere Recreational Hall

Cllr B Brown updated on the below matters:
· The Hall Committee is in the progress of a planning application to formalise the use of the hall/site for overnight stays
· The Village Hall are looking for a copy of the relevant legal documentation that formalises the arrangements between the Parish Council and the Village Hall Management Committee
· They may also consider an alteration in company structure to CIO for the protection of all. 
· The Clerk offered further help and support to the Village Hall Committee if they needed it with the regularisation of the documents/governance. 

iii. Hydro Feasibility Study

The Clerk confirmed that the funding from United Utilities has now been received and cleared into the Parish Council bank account.

The visit to the other sites undertaken by two councillors in 2023 suggested it was a 3 stage process : 1) An initial survey that is relatively low cost and identifies if there are any viable ghylls/valleys, 2) More detailed studies would be undertaken on any key water courses identified in stage 1, 3) a full feasibility study is prepared on the preferred option. From Phase 3 if there is a viable solution then large scale funding would need to be raised and an appropriate company would need to be formed to manage it e.g. a CIC.

Resolved by all present that the Clerk and Cllr D Felton work to get quote for the initial feasibility works and bring back to a future Parish Council meeting
Action: Clerk and Cllr D Felton to take this forward
22/24 Highways & Transport Matters
· It was noted that another vehicle has left the road at Bram Cragg bend, where there is no warning sign/s or bollards (this is the 5th incident this year on this bend)
· It was noted that some travellers have arrived in the community, and this has been registered with the relevant authorities. 

· Concerns were once again noted about the condition of Burns Lonnin which have been reported to Cumberland Council but no action nor response has been received. 
23/24 Planning Applications & Consultations
Cornerstone Pre-Application consultation for a proposed base station at Wythburn. 
Resolved by all present that whilst it is likely to have a visual amenity impact there is a need for mobile phone coverage in the area, and to cover service provision for vehicle users travelling on the A591. The Parish Council request that consideration be given to if it could be lower in height as the proposal is now higher up the slope to, further that any approved structure should be appropriately coloured to blend in where possible. 
Action: Clerk to submit these comments
24/24 Planning decisions
Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted as received:

	Ref
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	E/2020/0276 Appeal
	Birkett Mire
	
	Appeal Dismissed, enforcement notice upheld



25/24 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts
Resolved by all present that the below invoices be approved.
 
	To
	For
	Amount

	H & H Reeds
	Newsletter
	£145.00

	Becx Carter
	Expenses 
	£51.00



Action: Clerk to pay the above accounts

ii. To consider & approve the bank reconciliation and spend against budget report

Resolved by all present that these be approved as a true and accurate record
iii. To consider a donation to Thirlmere Recreational Hall
The Clerk confirmed a donation request had been received from Thirlmere Recreational Hall for a contribution toward painting costs. The Clerk confirmed that this was an eligible grant request and the Parish Council can make the donation. 
Resolved by all present that the a donation of £500 be made to the Thirlmere Recreational Hall.
Action: Clerk to pay this donation. 
26/24 Councillor Matters
· Concerns were noted about the condition of Fisher Place Road and a query was raised about who was responsible for maintaining/repairing this road.
Action: Clerk to look into this and confirm back to Cllr W Chaplin Brice
27/24 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all present that the meeting dates going forward be set as:
All meetings at 19:00 in Thirlmere Recreational Hall
23rd May 2024
25th July 2024
26th September 2024
28th November 2024
30th January 2025

Meeting ended 20:41

Signed……………………………………………. (Chair) Dated………………………………………………..


