 St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council\

Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting of the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council held in Thirlmere Recreation Hall on Thursday 23rd May 2024

Present: Sue Hope (Chair), William Chaplin Brice, Ben Brown, Clare Archbold, Becx Carter (Parish Clerk), 1 member of the public
Apologies: Judy Sutcliffe (Personal Commitments), David Felton (Personal Commitments)
Absent: Ben Abdelnoor.
With 4 Councillors present initially (rising to 5 after the co-option item) the meeting was quorate to continue.
29/24 To appoint a Chairperson for St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council
Resolved by all present that Cllr S Hope be appointed as Chair of the Parish Council for the forthcoming year.
Cllr S Hope signed the Chair’s declaration of acceptance of office and this was witnessed by the Clerk & RFO.
30/24 To appoint a Vice chair for St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council 
Resolved by all present that Cllr Judy Sutcliffe be appointed as Vice-Chair of the Parish Council for the forthcoming year.
31/24 Apologies for absence
Resolved by all present that the above apologies and reasons for absence be approved and accepted. 
32/24 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
None
33/24 Minutes of the meeting held on the 21st March 2024
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes.

Resolved by all present that the minutes be signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting by the Chair. 

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
34/24 Exclusion of Press & Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)
None
35/24 Public Participation 
None
36/24 To consider vacancies for Co-option (1 Vacancy)
Resolved by all present that Mr D Lamb be appointed as a Parish Councillor for St John’s Castlerigg & Wythbun.
Mr D Lamb completed his declaration of acceptance of office and this was witnessed by the Clerk.
Action: Clerk to update the website
Action: Cllr D Lamb to complete his DPI form and return it to the Clerk
37/24 Update from Visiting Councillors/other bodies
United Utilities

Not present

Cumberland Council

Not present

Lake District National Park Authority

Not present

38/24 Report on Matters Arising/Clerks Report
The Clerks report had been circulated to all prior to the meeting. 
i. Dalebottom Defib
It was noted that the checks are still not being undertaken on this unit, which is concerning as it means it is no longer listed on the 999 call out list. 

Action: Cllr W Chaplin Bryce to raise these concerns with the site owner again 

ii. Thirlmere Recreational Hall

Cllr B Brown updated on the below matters:
· Planning discussions are ongoing with the LDNPA about if planning is or is not required for over night stays (as this has happened for many years).
· There is an issue with new volunteers not wanting to be a trustee, due to liabilities, and the committee are looking at possible alteration to legal structure options to reduce the liabilities.  

Action: Clerk to share information on potential legal advisers for CIO/CIC incorporation with Ben Brown
· A discussion is being finalised with a parking company about the management of the car park. Regular users will be able to register their registration plates to prevent being charged. 

iii. Hydro Feasibility Study

The Clerk confirmed that she has been trying to get quotes for this work but thus far one company has said they can’t quote, and Ellergreen Hydro who are recognised as being the main supplier for this type of activity in this area are not responding to requests for quotes.

Action: Clerk to continue to work on this.

39/24 Highways & Transport Matters
· It was noted that signage has been put in on the Shoulthwaite road to discourage people from driving the wrong way up the dual carriageway. 
Action: Clerk to chase up the issue of poor parking in the vicinity of the Thirlmere Recreation Hall/Junction with the A591 and request that Cumberland Highways consider the installation of DYL 
40/24 Planning Applications & Consultations
Ref: 		7/2023/2136
Location:	Proposed development at Blencathra Business Centre
Proposal: 	Proposal for a series of new build workshops to develop unused land to the North East of the existing Blencathra Business Centre (Amended information relating to unilateral undertaking)

Resolved by all present that the Parish Council comments as previously submitted still stand. 
Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 
41/24 Planning decisions
None
42/24 Policies
Resolved by all present that the below policies be re-adopted with no changes.
-Scheme of Delegation
-Planning Policy
-Asset Register
-Standing Orders
-Financial Regulations
-Health & Safety Policy
-Freedom of Information 
-Publication Scheme
-Retention of Documents policy
-GDPR policy
-Equality & Diversity Policy
-Code of Conduct
-Councillor dispensation procedures 
-Co-option process
-Complaints procedure
-Parish Council Risk Assessment
-Risk management policy & protocol
-High consequence infectious disease policy
-Non-compliance with code of conduct policy
-Grievance and discipline policy
-Public Participation process
43/24 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts
Resolved by all present that the below invoices be approved.

	To
	For
	Amount

	Becx Carter
	Salary Balancing Payment (Due to tax code changes)
	£124.64

	Jean Airey
	Internal Audit
	£50.00

	Community Heartbeat Trust
	Annual Defib Fees
	£486.00

	CALC
	Subscription
	£185.81

	Zurich
	Insurance 
	£264.00

	H & H Reeds
	Newsletter
	£167.00

	Thirlmere Recreation Hall
	Room Hire
	£120.00



Action: Clerk to pay the above accounts

ii. To receive the internal auditors report

Resolved by all present that the unqualified internal auditors report for St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council be noted as received. 
Thanks were noted to the Clerk for all her hard work on the financial and governance aspects of the Council governance. 
iii. To approve the Annual Statements of Governance

Resolved by all present that the below responses to the Annual Governance Statements be made for the year ending 31st March 2024 for St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council
	Statement
	Response

	1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial management during the year, and for the preparation of the accounting statements
	Yes

	2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness
	Yes

	3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves that there are no matters of actual or potential non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper Practices that could have a significant financial effect on the ability of this authority to conduct its business or manage its finances
	Yes

	4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for the exercise of electors rights in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audits Regulations
	Yes

	5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this authority and took appropriate steps to manage those risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or external insurance cover where required
	Yes

	6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and effective system of internal audit of the accounting records and control systems
	Yes

	7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from internal and external audit
	Yes

	8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or commitments, events or transactions, occurring either during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on this authority and where appropriate, have included them in the accounting statements
	Yes



iv. To approve the Accounting Statements & Statement of variances

Resolved by all present that the accounting statements and statement of variances as presented in the Annual Governance & Accountability Review 2023/24 were approved and the Chair & Clerk be authorised to sign the Annual Governance & Accountability return 23/24 on behalf of St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council

Action: Clerk to file the AGAR
Action: Clerk to update the website

v. Thirlmere Recreational Hall request for S.137 Donation for 24/25 Financial Year

Resolved by all present that this matter be deferred until the July 2024 meeting when a supporting quotation for the works has been received.

Action: Clerk to convey this decision to the Thirlmere Recreational Hall Committee. 
44/24 Councillor Matters
·  Cllr W Chaplin Byrce suggested that Avison Young (the company who were seeking pre consultation from the Parish Council regarding the installation of a phone mast at Wythburn Church) could be encouraged to give a donation to Wythburn church as a community contribution.
Action: Clerk to check with Vicky re the trees.
45/24 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all present that the meeting dates going forward be set as:
All meetings at 19:00 in Thirlmere Recreational Hall
25th July 2024
26th September 2024
28th November 2024
30th January 2025

Meeting ended 19:25

Signed……………………………………………. (Chair) Dated………………………………………………..
