 St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council

Minutes of the Council Meeting of the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council held in Thirlmere Recreation Hall on Thursday 26th September 2024 at 19:00

Present: Sue Hope (Chair), William Chaplin Brice, Ben Brown, Ben Abdelnoor, Judy Sutcliffe, Sharon Hodgson (LDNPA), Becx Carter (Parish Clerk), 7 members of the public
Apologies: David Felton (Personal Commitments), David Lamb (Work Commitments), Clare Archbold (Personal Commitments), 
With 5 Councillors present initially the meeting was quorate to continue.
74/24 Apologies for absence
Resolved by all present that the above apologies and reasons for absence be approved and accepted. 
75/24 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
None
76/24 Minutes of the meeting held on the 25th July 2024
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes.

Resolved by all present that the minutes be signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting by the Chair. 

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
77/24 Exclusion of Press & Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)
None
78/24 Lake District National Park Authority Keswick to Threlkeld Footpath Extension
Sharon Hodgson from the LDNPA attended and provided a brief overview of the project and answered questions:
· It was noted that the consultation process is in progress, but that any formal consultation will take place as part of the planning process.
· It was noted that St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council strongly support the need for the installation of a new bridge across Station Road on the grounds of it being a safety improvement. 
· Sharon confirmed that the drop in sessions results have been mixed
· The LDNPA confirmed that the outcome of the public drop ins and online questionnaire would be collated and then shared on the LDNPA website.
· Some of the concerns that have been raised included parking/increase in traffic on Burns Road & at Threlkeld Quarry, and environmental impacts (nature etc). There is an ongoing discussion about if the new sections (if they went ahead) would be a bridleway or not (the existing route is currently a permitted cycle route).
· The LDNPA confirmed that the new route development is being split into three Stage 1 (from the existing K2T route under the A66 to Burns Road), Stage 2 (from Burns Road to Station Road), Stage 3 (Station Road to Newsham Road). Sharon confirmed that the LDNPA are working on doing some improvements to the areas that they can (on the Stage 3 section) e.g. removing gates to improve accessibility. 
· The LDNPA confirmed that they are going to be fencing between the agricultural land and the route under Threlkeld Quarry. 
· Concerns were noted about the fact there is a farmer’s midden on the route under Threlkeld Quarry.
· The surface was confirmed that other than the section that National Highways are funding (under the A66) which will be tarmac, the remainder of the surface will be packed hardcore.
· A question was raised regarding how the route will be maintained once this is completed given that the LDNPA have identified in the meeting that they have insufficient resources to maintain the existing rights of way. The LDNPA confirmed that the funding to put the new route in is coming from capital funding pots, but these don’t cover day to day maintenance. 
· The LDNPA confirmed that all PROW’s are inspected every 5 years, and then works are prioritised accordingly.
· Concerns have been raised regarding lack of public bins on the route/dog fouling etc, and if more bins were included who would be responsible for emptying them? The LDNPA confirmed that this has been recorded as a concern.
· The LDNPA noted that the number of horses and riders using the route are likely to be far less than the number of walkers. 
· Concerns were raised regarding the lack of public toilets linked to this route. Sharon confirmed that this is an ongoing discussion. The LDNPA issue is who would maintain any public toilets (if they could be provided). 
· Members of the public present noted that they were opposed to this development. 
· Members of the public raised concern about the loss of a route for local people.
· Threlkeld residents raised concerns about the parking impacts in Threlkeld Village. 
· The LDNPA suggested that local landowners could consider opening ‘pop up’ car parks for the 56 days allowed under the current legislation to cover the busy periods. A local landowner noted that that this is unlikely to be possible due to the saturation levels of the ground for the vast majority of the year. 
· A member of the public requested that the data from the consultation be broken down into those public drop ins, online etc. Sharon confirmed that the current results are showing (as of Monday) that 27% of respondees live in Keswick and Threlkeld, 47% live in the rest of Cumbria with the remainder in North England. Members of the public asked that the data be broken down further to show the results on a Parish basis (e.g. Threlkeld and Keswick), and that the local data be ‘weighted’ higher than the wider later. 
· A question was raised about if people could fill in multiple questionnaire responses. 
Action: Sharon to raise this question with those that developed the survey. 
· Section 1 (From existing route to Burns Road) the planning is likely to be submitted later this year/early 2025 (as the National Highways funding is time bound).
· Section 2 (the timescale is years not months as conversations are outstanding with landowners and funding needs to be secured). 
· There was strong support in the room for a new car park to be created to host visitors. Concerns were raised about the fact that the LDNPA won’t allow for new car parks to be created (but continue to encourage more visitors) 
· Suggestions were made that the LDNPA should look to mitigate the issues created by the existing K2T as it stands at the moment before thinking about extending it any further.
· Safety concerns were raised about the safety of people crossing the A66 from the Cricket Club in to the village (as per this proposal to encourage people to park at the Cricket Club).
· The LDNPA have fed back the concerns about the lack of the pedestrian provision from the existing route into Threlkeld back to WaF and National Highways. 
· Concerns were raised by the public that it appears that the decisions relating to this proposal has already been made by the LDNPA without taking into consideration the public views.  
· Section 3 works will be happening shortly (via Farming in Protected Landscapes funding) and doesn’t require planning. 
· Section 2 is mainly about putting the bridge back in, there are only limited other works to be done. A question was raised about what would happen if the bridge didn’t go back in. The LDNPA confirmed that if the bridge didn’t go ahead then the link wouldn’t be advertised. The bridge if it was reinstated would be 6m clearance to allow for free flow of all traffic.
79/24 John Muir Thirlmere Resilience Project 
Mr Isaac Johnston attended and provided a short overview of this project
· This project is looking to improve nature, biodiversity, and water security on the Thirlmere estate.
· There was significant damage to the area during Storm Desmond, one of the impacts of which was that the water in Thirlmere was unusable for 14 days. Therefore, a fundamental change was made to try and mitigate this becoming an issue in the future and a partnership agreement was formed to try and improve water security and water quality, bio-diversity etc.  Isaac was employed as the project officer to co-ordinate everything.
· In the last 12 months there have been extensive habitat and species surveying to establish a base line and do a health assessment on the species populations as they exist now. 
· The project is focusing on bringing the community along with the project via volunteering opportunities and community engagement. There has been a Tree Nursery built at West Head Farm with local seeds being collected, grown on and then being replaced into the natural environment. 
· There is a hope that Wythburn (Willow Beck) could once again have Willow growing, however there is an issue with deer that the project is looking to try and address. The project is working on improving deer stalking techniques and also fencing in the scrub creation to hopefully reduce the deer impacts. 
· The project aims to encourage more native woodland regeneration. There are aims to put in fenced exclosures around some crags on Helvellyn that are very floristically rich to project them. 
· It is hoped that this project will continue for at least the next 5 years. The plans do include the creation of some leaky dams to slow the water down. 
· There are no plans currently to reduce the sheep stocks at West Head, but innovative solutions are being looked to keep sheep out of the protected areas. 
All present thanked Isaac for attending the meeting. 
80/24 Public Participation 
The Clerk noted that a member of the public has held a meeting with Bec BC regarding the proposals for the expansion of the Threlkeld Quarry Business Units site. 
82/24 Update from Visiting Councillors/other bodies
United Utilities

The Clerk noted that the two large trees in Wythburn Church yard were removed in early September 

Cumberland Council

It was noted that Mr Markus Campbell Savours has resigned from Cumberland Council. No formal notification of this has been provided to the Parish Council. 

Lake District National Park Authority

The response received from the LDNPA to the letter sent to them following the July 2024 meeting was noted as received.

It was noted that there is an LDNPA meet and greet for Parish Councillors on the 11th November 2024 at Braithwaite Institute. 
83/24 Report on Matters Arising/Clerks Report
The Clerks report had been circulated to all prior to the meeting. 

i. Thirlmere Recreational Hall

Cllr B Brown updated on the below matters:
· An AGM has been held
· New trustees are still sought
· The wood pellet boiler is nearing the end of its life and the committee are looking at replacing it with the most appropriate option.
· The hall is continuing to look at EV charging options. 

ii. Castlerigg Stone Circle Solstice concerns 

The Clerk confirmed the National Trust have acknowledged receipt of the concerns raised by the Parish Council, and that a meeting is being organised between the National Trust, Highways and English Nature to look at options to try and mitigate visitor issues on the Solstice.

The National Trust have confirmed an update will be provided to the Parish Council once this meeting has been held. 

84/24 Highways & Transport Matters

· None
85/24 Planning Applications & Consultations
None
86/24 Planning decisions
Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted as received

	Ref
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	7/2024/2111
	River NE of Bridge End Farm
	Proposed works as part of the St Johns Beck Habitat Improvement Arrangements Project
	Granted

	7/2024/2156
	Dobgill Car Park, 
	New Forestry Road
	No consultation/Prior Approval not required

	7/2024/2157
	Great How Wood, Dam Road
	Forestry Track
	No consultation/Prior Approval not required

	7/2024/2128
	Sykes Farm, Naddle
	Greenhouse
	Granted with conditions

	7/2024/2076
	Castlerigg Farm, 
	Siting of caravan for holiday use and change of use of café to camping barn
	Granted with conditions

	7/2024/3075
	Birkett Mire, 
	Proposed removal of dog kennels and construction for new farm office/welfare room
	Granted with conditions


86/24 Correspondence received
None
87/24 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts
Resolved by all present that the below invoices be approved.

	To
	For
	Amount

	H & H Reeds
	Parish Magazine
	£145

	Moore 
	Audit
	£252

	Becx Carter
	Salary
	£905.16

	HMRC
	PAYE
	£238.20



Action: Clerk to pay the above accounts

ii. To approve & sign as a true and accurate record the Bank Reconciliation 

Resolved by all present that this be signed as a true and accurate record.  
iii. To adopt the new financial regulations as circulated with the meeting papers

Resolved by all present that these draft standing orders be adopted with immediate effect. 

Action: Clerk to update the website.

iv. To receive and note the External Audit from Moore

Resolved by all present that the external audit (unqualified) apart from minor matters be noted as received.

The Clerk confirmed that she has placed the relevant notices on the Parish Council website. 

v. To consider adding additional signatories to the Parish Council Bank Account

Resolved by all present that Ben Brown & Judy Sutcliffe be added to the Parish Council Bank Account.

Action: Clerk to process the paperwork 
88/24 Councillor Matters
Carol Singing Dates were agreed for 16th 18th & 20th December 
89/24 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all present that the meeting dates going forward be set as:
All meetings at 19:00 in Thirlmere Recreational Hall
28th November 2024
30th January 2025

Meeting ended 20:32

Signed……………………………………………. (Chair) Dated………………………………………………..
