 St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council

Minutes of the Council Meeting of the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council held in Thirlmere Recreation Hall on Thursday 28th November 2024 at 19:00

Present: Sue Hope (Chair), William Chaplin Brice, Ben Brown, Ben Abdelnoor, Judy Sutcliffe, David Felton, Clare Archbold, Becx Carter (Parish Clerk), Cumberland Cllr S Lansbury
Apologies: David Lamb (Personal Commitments), 
With 7 Councillors present initially the meeting was quorate to continue.
90/24 Apologies for absence
Resolved by all present that the above apologies and reasons for absence be approved and accepted. 
91/24 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
None
92/24 Minutes of the meeting held on the 26th September 2024
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes.

Resolved by all present that the minutes be signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting by the Chair. 

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
93/24 Exclusion of Press & Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)
None
95/24 Public Participation 
None
96/24 Update from Visiting Councillors/other bodies
United Utilities

None

Cumberland Council

Cllr Sally Lansbury attended and introduced herself as the new Cumberland Councillor taking over from Marcus Campbell Savours. Sally has also been appointed to the LDNPA Partnership as well and hopes that this may improve communications between Parish Councils and the LDNPA/Cumberland 

A summary of the update provided by Cumberland Cllr S Lansbury is below:
· A key focus has been the Keswick Swimming Pool Project and developing up plans for an improved facility and looking at cost savings/cost offsets. Cumberland Council are hopefully going to start looking at the feasibility of this from Jan 2025 onwards.
· Housing/Holiday Let registration project. One of the difficulties is establishing how many there are as a baseline (for number of second homes, holiday lets) before any restrictions could be imposed.
· Flood protection- Working on clearing culverts/drains etc to reduce flood risk in Keswick
· 400 EV chargers are planned in Cumberland to serve residents that don’t have drives (on street charging) over the next 3 years. 
· Waste & Recycling is being reviewed in Cumberland and findings/outcomes will be shared with Parish Councils in due course. 
· Lakes to Sea Panel is being held in Mid January which is how community groups obtain funding via Cumberland Council 
· Traffic Regulation Orders in the Keswick Area are being reviewed currently and these include things like double yellow lines

Action: Clerk to circulate outcomes of the LDNPA consultation re K2T railway extension to all.

· A question was raised about if the LDNPA Partnership are going to take forward the recommendations in a recent report suggesting that a tourist tax type arrangement for the Lake District would be beneficial. Cumberland Cllr S Lansbury noted that she has raised this with the Chief Executive of the LDNPA. 
· A question was raised about the role of the LDNPA Partnership and if it aids or hinders activities (as the LDNPA is believed to be the only National Park in the country that has such an additional body)

Lake District National Park Authority

None
97/24 Report on Matters Arising/Clerks Report
The Clerks report had been circulated to all prior to the meeting. 

i. Thirlmere Recreational Hall

The group have identified a possible volunteer to take on the role of treasurer. 

ii. Noticeboards

The Clerk noted that the condition of the Parish Council noticeboards is deteriorating. There are currently three, Threlkeld Quarry, Recreational Hall, Dalebottom road end.

Resolved by all present that the Clerk look to obtain quotes for a replacement noticeboard at the Dalebottom/Naddle

Action: Clerk to take these actions forward

iii. Naddle Defib Checks

The Clerk noted that there had been some delays with the Naddle Defib Checks but these are currently up to date. 

98/24 Highways & Transport Matters

None
99/24 Planning Applications & Consultations
Ref: 7/2024/2227
Location: Burns Farm Caravan & Campsite
Proposal: Proposed amendment to design, size and location of Shepherds Huts

Resolved by all present that the Parish Council have concerns about the significant increase (1/3) in size of these units and the ongoing overdevelopment of this site. Additional concerns were also raised about the displacement impacts of the further expansion of this business on other local businesses 

Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 

Ref: 7/2024/2147
Location: Moor Farm, Castlerigg
Proposal: 1 camping pod (2 person with external deck and access drive)

Resolved by all present that the Parish Council have no comments or objections to this proposal. 

Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 
100/24 Planning decisions
Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted as received

	Ref
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	7.2024.2162
	Burns Farm Caravan & Campsite
	Proposed extension of camping site
	Granted with conditions

	7.2024.2067
	Land between Stannah & Fisherplace Gill
	Proposed catchment extension on Fisherplace Gill Hydro
	Approved with conditions


101/24 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts
Resolved by all present that the below invoices be approved.

	To
	For
	Amount

	H & H Reeds
	Parish Magazine
	£145

	Becx Carter
	Salary
	£905.16

	HMRC
	PAYE
	£238.20

	Becx Carter
	Expenses
	£61.18



Action: Clerk to pay the above accounts

ii. To approve & sign as a true and accurate record the Bank Reconciliation 

Resolved by all present that this be signed as a true and accurate record.  
iii. To ratify the Clerks Statutory Salary Increase 

Resolved by all present that the Clerk’s Statutory Salary increase be ratified. 

iv. To consider the draft budget for 25/26

The Clerk confirmed that she had circulated a draft budget for 25/26. No decision is required until the Council Tax Base figure is received from Cumberland Council.

Action: All to let the Clerk know of any corrections to the budget prior to the January 2025 meeting
102/24 Councillor Matters
None
103/24 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all present that the meeting dates going forward be set as:
All meetings at 19:00 in Thirlmere Recreational Hall
30th January 2025

Meeting ended 19:53

Signed……………………………………………. (Chair) Dated………………………………………………..
