 St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council

Minutes of the Council Meeting of the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council held in Thirlmere Recreation Hall on Thursday 30th January 2025 at 19:00

Present: Sue Hope (Chair), William Chaplin Brice, Ben Brown, Ben Abdelnoor, Clare Archbold, Becx Carter (Parish Clerk), 
Apologies: David Lamb (Personal Commitments), David Felton (Work Commitments), Judy Sutcliffe (Personal Commitments)
With 5 Councillors present initially the meeting was quorate to continue.
01/25 Apologies for absence
Resolved by all present that the above apologies and reasons for absence be approved and accepted. 
02/25 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
None
03/25 Minutes of the meeting held on the 28th November 2024
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes.

Resolved by all present that the minutes be signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting by the Chair. 

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
04/25 Exclusion of Press & Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)
None
05/25 Public Participation 
The chair of the Threlkeld Village Hall CIO attended to update St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council on the recent conversion of this organisation to a CIO. It was noted that Threlkeld Village Hall CIO covers more than just the village of Threlkeld and include some areas of St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn including Threlkeld Quarry, Burns, Storms and Wescoe. Threlkeld Village Hall CIO are looking for a representative of St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council to sit on this organisation and with a view to furthering the objectives of supporting the community that Threlkeld Village Hall CIO serves.
Cllr B Brown as Chair of the Thirlmere Recreational Hall confirmed that they as an entity don’t have an issue with this proposal as the two organisations are very different entities. 
Additionally, an invite was extended from Threlkeld Village Hall CIO to St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council to the launch event on the 2nd April 2025 (invite only). 
06/25 Update from Visiting Councillors/other bodies
United Utilities

None

Cumberland Council

Not present. 

Lake District National Park Authority

None
07/25 Report on Matters Arising/Clerks Report
The Clerks report had been circulated to all prior to the meeting. 

i. Thirlmere Recreational Hall

It was noted that the wood pellet boiler in the recreational hall is likely to need replaced, and the trustees are considering installing a completely electric heating system, which is more responsive and can be remotely controlled. The quote for this work is currently around £10,000. 

Action: Clerk to agenda this for a future meeting. 

Cllrs suggested that other alternatives for the heating be considered e.g. air source or ground source. 

ii. Noticeboards

The Clerk has obtained a quote for the replacement of the noticeboard at Dalebottom (which is the one in the poorest condition).

To replace it with a 4 * A4 sized recycled plastic timber noticeboard with a header on it saying ‘Parish Council’ would be circa £1000 ex VAT for the noticeboard plus £185.50 for fitting. 

Resolved by all present that the Clerk proceed with ordering this and organising for it to be fitted. 

Action: Clerk to take these actions forward

iii. To consider appointing a member to the Threlkeld Village Hall CIO

A letter has been received from Adam Bazire of Threlkeld Village Hall asking if St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council would like to be a ‘listed user body’ under their new CIO constitution.  If the Parish Council wanted to do this they would need to appoint an individual to serve as the appointed charity trustee.

Resolved by all present that this be deferred until the March 2025 meeting when Cllr D Felton is present who may wish to take this role on

Action: Clerk to agenda this for the March 2025 meeting. 

08/25 Highways & Transport Matters

I. Keswick Traffic Regulation Order
Details have been circulated to all of the proposed TRO revisions that are being considered as part of the next Traffic Regulation Order for the Keswick area (including St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn):

· West Road Thirlmere- Remove prohibition of all traffic from the TRO following the reopening of the Western Road in May 2025. Also ‘other’ restrictions made need to be removed.

The Clerk has also remainder Cumberland Council that the area outside of the Thirlmere Recreational Hall/A591 junction needs to be included for a DYL review. This has been acknowledged as received. 

The opportunity is open for additional TRO suggestions to be made for consideration.

Resolved by all present that other areas that needs to be considered within the Parish are:

-Thirlmere Dam, is this being reopened, is one way traffic being considered, how is this matter going to be concluded?
-A66/Burns junction down to the bridge needs DYL on at least one side to prevent the road being obstructed.  

Action: Clerk to feedback these back 
09/25 Planning Applications & Consultations
None
10/25 Planning decisions
Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted as received

	Ref
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	7/2024/2210
	Castlerigg Farm, 
	Formation of hardscaping for touring caravan pitches and associated landscaping
	Approved with conditions

	7/2024/2147
	Moor Farm, Castlerigg
	1 Camping pod, (2 person) with external deck and access drive
	Approved with conditions



11/25 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts
Resolved by all present that the below invoices be approved.

	To
	For
	Amount
	Action

	H & H Reeds
	Newsletter Printing
	£172
	Approve

	Nest
	Pension
	£83.37
	Ratify

	Dale Jackson
	Website Fees
	£140
	Approve

	Thirlmere Recreation Hall
	Room Hire
	£144
	Approve



Action: Clerk to pay the above accounts

ii. To approve & sign as a true and accurate record the Bank Reconciliation 

Resolved by all present that this be signed as a true and accurate record.  
iii. To consider the draft budget for 25/26

Resolved by all present that a precept of £8,895.70 be set as the precept for the 25/26 financial year. Which based on the information provided by Cumberland Council will be a saving of £4.73 on the average band D property per year due to the change in how Council Tax is calculated for Empty Homes and Second Homes. 

Action: Clerk to file this precept demand.

iv. To consider a S.137 donation to St Johns in the Vale Church

It was noted that a request has been made for funding to support the restoration of the church roof and bell tower.

The Clerk confirmed to all present that sadly donations can’t be made to the Church itself, the only donation that can be made to a church is toward graveyard maintenance costs. 

Action: Clerk to confirm this to the Church and confirm to them the reason why this can’t be funded, and note to them that the Parish Council could contribute toward graveyard maintenance. 
12/25 Councillor Matters
· Fibrus Poles/Telecomms- Concerns were noted about the number of the new poles that are appearing in the area when the rest of the service is undergrounded. 
Action: Clerk to contact Fibrus and raise this query and agenda for the March 2025 meeting. 
· Telecomms Mast at Kings Head- Has a green light on it that is causing light pollution, and needs to be shielded/covered
Action: Clerk to research the provider of this mast and contact them regarding this issue.
103/24 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all present that the meeting dates going forward be set as:
All meetings at 19:00 in Thirlmere Recreational Hall
27th March 2025
22nd May 2025
24th July 2025
25th September 2025
20th November 2025
22nd January 2026

 Meeting ended 19:38

Signed……………………………………………. (Chair) Dated………………………………………………..
