 St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council

Minutes of the Council Meeting of the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council held in Thirlmere Recreation Hall on Thursday 27th March 2025 at 19:30

Present: Sue Hope (Chair), William Chaplin Brice, David Felton, Judy Sutcliffe, Ben Abdelnoor, Becx Carter (Parish Clerk), Peter Walter (LDNPA), Sally Lansbury (Cumberland), 2 members of the public 
Apologies: David Lamb (Personal Commitments), Ben Brown (Personal Commitments), Clare Archbold (Illness)
With 5 Councillors present the meeting was quorate to continue.
14/25 Apologies for absence
Resolved by all present that the above apologies and reasons for absence be approved and accepted. 
15/25 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
None
16/25 Minutes of the meeting held on the 30th January 2025
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes.

Resolved by all present that the minutes be signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting by the Chair. 

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
17/25 Exclusion of Press & Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)
None
18/25 Public Participation 
2 members of the public attended to speak regarding the Keswick to Threlkeld Railway Footpath Extension proposal.
Concerns were raised by one of the landowners that the communication between the LDNPA and landowners etc hasn’t been great. The online consultation has finished, and this showed an overall level of support. The Landowner asked for further information on the data 37 from Threlkeld voted, 30 from the Quarry voted, 31 people from Keswick, 152 from elsewhere in Cumbria, 54 in the North of England, 11 from the rest of the UK, and others 13.
The Landowner is working on the local views 19.8% of the respondents were from Threlkeld & Threlkeld Quarry, of these 67 35 were not supportive and 32 were supportive.
The Landowner is seeking a formal response from each Parish Council (Threlkeld/St Johns) if for/against.  In response to a question the landowner confirmed that their position is that the route is a permissive path and that it will remain as such, but the landowner doesn’t want an extension to volume of pedestrian traffic in this area due to lack of infrastructure (car parking/toilet provision). 
Mr P Walter noted that there is not a blanket ban on car parking, each application is assessed on its individual merits. Further the proposed extension to the K2T will improve the access to parking at the National Park Depot at Threlkeld Quarry, and at the Cricket Club. 
Local residents raised concern about the safety of accessing the Cricket Club Car Park (directly off the A66). 
Cllr D Felton as a director of the Community Coffee Shop at Threlkeld Village Hall raised a concern that the potential K2T extension may divert visitors away from the Community Coffee Shop to businesses in Threlkeld Quarry and that this detriment hasn’t been recognised in any of the documents. 
The LDNPA are wanting to spend a lot of money on upgrading the K2T but are not spending any money on infrastructure in particular public toilets when there is no provision on the existing route for toilets, without the expansion which will only increase the need for public toilets. 
It is believed that if the K2T Extension went ahead there is likely to be an increased demand for car parking. 
Councillors recognised the issues relating to lack of toilet provision. Councillors also recognised the safety risk of lack of pedestrian provision from the end of the existing route into Threlkeld, and if a safe off road route is available to another café (e.g. into the Quarry) then people may choose this over Threlkeld VH.
Mr P Walter provided a list of the pros of the route in terms of increasing tourism, increasing accessibility of this new route, increasing business traffic. Mr P Walter noted that they have a legal duty to promote the benefits of the LDNPA and the natural environment. Mr P Walter noted that there isn’t a funder for toilets which is why this is not included. 
It was noted that the feeling in Threlkeld Quarry is split, with some recognising the benefits but many having concerns around litter/human waste/parking etc.  
Mr P Walter noted that the LDNPA legally have to represent the views of everyone (not just local views). 
Representation was made in the room that it is hard to define what is local and who should have weight in terms of consultation. 
It was noted that there is currently no consultation open for the Parish Council to consider, what is being sought from the landowners is a Parish Council position for their information.
The timeline is that Phase 3 of the route has been done, the next stage is that Phase 2 would be submitted for planning consent at which Parish Councils would be formally consulted. 
Representation was made that the LDNPA may receive a more favourable response if they provided toilets on the initial route, before extending it. 
Strong support was noted locally for the bridge being reinstated.
Action: Clerk to agenda this for a resolution at the May 2025 meeting. 
It was noted that there is a request for a double yellow lines on the Burns junction as part of the Keswick TRO (which is being supported by National Highways).
Action: Clerk to formally reiterate this request again to the TRO consultation to ensure it is reflected in the TRO. 
19/25 Update from Visiting Councillors/other bodies
Cumberland Council

Cumberland Cllr S Lansbury offered to feed back the Burns Junction requirement for Double Yellow lines to the TRO consultation. 

UU remedial work following the pipeline installation, the LDNPA are the planning authority and a number of concerns have been raised about the finish of the these works. The Clerk confirmed that she had sent copies of all relevant documents relating to this from the Parish Council to Cumberland Cllr S Lansbury.

The highways schedule of works is publicly available on a quarterly basis showing which works are planned.  This shows the list of works that are going to be done (anything below the red line is outside of the budget).

Action: Cllr S Lansbury to share the link for these documents with all councillors

Concerns were noted about the lack of attendance of UU at meetings, and the standard of work. It was noted that there is a lot of fatigue from people about feeding back in an ongoing matter on this when no action has been taken over the last 6/7 years. 

It was noted that the LDNPA are going to be asking for feedback on the UU pipeline project restoration in due course.

Mr P Walter noted it is the LDNPA duty to enforce but they need the data. 

Action: Clerk to agenda this subject for a discussion at the May meeting. 

Lake District National Park Authority

Mr P Walter LDNPA Secretary of State appointed Member for the Northern Distinctive Area.

Thanks were noted to Mr P Walter for his newsletters. 

Concerns were once again raised about the car/caravan on the approach to the St Johns in the Vale Church.

Action: Clerk to forward relevant correspondence on this Mr P Walter. 

It was noted that there is a compliance backlog in the LDNPA that they are trying to work through

Action: Clerk to ask for a compliance update on the LDNPA.

Local concerns were raised about cycling on footpaths (and lack of signage/enforcement) as opposed to bridleways, and also concerns about PROW infrastructure (gates etc). The LDNPA are altering signage going forward that visually depicts on signs what craft can pass on a route. 
20/25 Report on Matters Arising/Clerks Report
The Clerks report had been circulated to all prior to the meeting. 

i. Thirlmere Recreational Hall

The Clerk confirmed that a formal request for financial support has been received from the Village Hall towards the cost of replacing the boiler.

Cllr B Brown had provided a short update:

“The work to install the electric heaters to heat the hall has been completed. Further work is required to decommission the old wood pellet boiler and associated radiators. For now, the wood pellet boiler will remain in place, with the fuel store being dismantled and remaining pellets sold. The heating system will eventually be remotely controlled, pending the installation of the necessary WiFi equipment. Based on observations from two recent events, the new heating system functions effectively compared to the previous system.
In discussions with the electrician Andrew Pepper, other heating options were considered, such as ground source heat pumps. However, it was estimated that this alternative would cost over £30,000, while the new system cost £9,600, leading to the decision to proceed with the current installation.”
Action: Clerk to agenda the formal request for funding for the May 2025 meeting. 

ii. To consider appointing a member to the Threlkeld Village Hall CIO

A letter has been received from Adam Bazire of Threlkeld Village Hall asking if St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council would like to be a ‘listed user body’ under their new CIO constitution.  If the Parish Council wanted to do this they would need to appoint an individual to serve as the appointed charity trustee.

Resolved by all present that no one feels able to take this forward. 

Action: Clerk to confirm this to Mr A Bazire 

iii. To consider and appoint councillors to the new Cumbria Neighbourhood Policing Pledge

Cumbria Constabulary have recently launched their Neighbourhood Policing Pledge that committed them to providing ten individual pledge priority areas to further support communities in the delivery of Neighbourhood Policing. The second pledge relates to the provision of visible and accessible Neighbourhood Policing Teams including improved engagement with local council representatives.  This will commit the constabulary to holding twice yearly virtual meetings with each neighbourhood policing locality with parish & town councils.
Resolved by all present that no one felt able to be appointed to this role without dates and times of meetings being known. 
Action: Clerk to confirm this to CALC.
iv. Defib Checks- Dalebottom Farm
The Clerk noted that this defib is out of date on its checks again (with its last check having been recorded on the 14th February 2025).
Action:  Cllr W Chaplin Brice to give a gentle reminder. 
21/25 Highways & Transport Matters

It was noted that matters should be reported via HIMS. 
22/25 Planning Applications & Consultations
None
23/25 Planning decisions
Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted as received

	Ref
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	7/2024/2227
	Burns Farm Caravan & Campsite
	Proposed amendment to design, size and location of shepherds huts- variation to condition 2 of plans 7/2024/2162
	Approved with conditions


24/25 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts
Resolved by all present that the below invoices be approved.

	To
	For
	Amount
	Action

	Becx Carter
	Salary
	£931.71 
	Ratify

	HMRC
	PAYE
	£245
	Ratify

	NEST
	Pension
	£85.80
	Ratify

	Becx Carter
	Expenses
	£64.75
	Approve

	Greenbarnes Ltd
	Noticeboard
	£1,290.48
	Approve



Action: Clerk to pay the above accounts

ii. To approve & sign as a true and accurate record the Bank Reconciliation 

Resolved by all present that this be signed as a true and accurate record.  
25/25 Councillor Matters
2nd April 2025 is the opening event for the refurbishment of Threlkeld Coffee Shop and all are invited. 
26/24 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all present that the meeting dates going forward be set as:
All meetings at 19:00 in Thirlmere Recreational Hall
22nd May 2025
24th July 2025
25th September 2025
20th November 2025
22nd January 2026

Meeting ended 20:43

Signed……………………………………………. (Chair) Dated………………………………………………..
