 St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council

Minutes of the Council Meeting of the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council held in Thirlmere Recreation Hall on Thursday 14th July 2025 at 19:00

Present: Sue Hope (Chair), William Chaplin Brice, Judy Sutcliffe, Ben Brown, Becx Carter (Parish Clerk), Ben Abdelnoor, David Felton, David Lamb, Nicola Pointer (UU), Peter Walter (LDNPA).
Apologies: Clare Archbold (Personal Commitments), 
With 7 Councillors present the meeting was quorate to continue.
42/25 Apologies for absence
Resolved by all present that the above apologies and reasons for absence be approved and accepted. 
43/25 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
None
44/25 Minutes of the meeting held on the 22nd May 2025
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes.

Resolved by all present that the minutes be signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting by the Chair. 

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
45/25 Exclusion of Press & Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)
None
46/25 Public Participation 
None
47/25 Update from Visiting Councillors/other bodies
Cumberland Council

Cllr S Lansbury sent her apologies

Lake District National Park Authority

Mr P Walters attended to answer questions and to listen to the UU update. 

United Utilities- Nicola Pointer

Work has started at access points 5 & 6 (Castlerigg and the top of Keswick) UU are now starting to dig their way out, 5 will take a while as it is circa 0.5km to dig out. There are some bits remaining to do at Bridge End but the majority is done.

Q: Are all landowners happy?
A: Yes- Where UU are finished and the land has been handed back Nicola observed that landowners were happy. UU will be monitoring over the winter especially hedgerows/trees to ensure that all are replaced if any get damaged. There is an independent easement surveyor who walks the easement every winter and will do for the coming years to observe loss of hedging/trees etc. There are some areas where there are still access points to be removed. 

UU noted that they are doing some work at St Herberts School,Keswick in the school playing field to investigate the drainage issues in the culvert adjacent to the school field which are causing flooding issues on the field/adjacent path. UU have started works on 24th July 2025 to resolve this issue during the school holidays.

Q: The landowners in Naddle Valley, (Causeway foot, Dalebottom, and Shoulthwaite Farm) have not historically been happy with UU, are they now happy?
A: UU will have a snagging period over the next 5-7 years to resolve ongoing issues. The main work remaining in the Naddle is removing access point 5. It is noted that these are currently harass fencing installed to prevent fly tipping which has become an issue in the past. People were also fly camping in the access mounths of the pipeline. 

The feedback from local landowners to the Parish Council is a feeling of mismanagement and dis-satisfaction and anger about how land has been destroyed. 

Q: Is the snagging period 5 or 7 years? And if so when does it start/finish is it from digging starting or from when the UU hand it back? Also does the LDNPA sign this handover of land back document? 
A: Nicola to check this and come back to the Parish Council with clarity.  In terms of the LDNPA they would only view it if there was a planning condition on a specific field parcel they would have site of the evidence to prove planning conditions discharged.

Action: Nicola to check and confirm to the Clerk on when the 5/7 year period starts, and if it is 5 or 7 years. 

Q: Is there a detailed map showing what UU deem to be complete?
A: Nicola noted that in 2024 there was a map done from Low Bridge End to Williamsgate showing every single field with an associated to do list on each field (these lists included liaison with the land agent of the landowner, the UU land agent and the field team). This included e.g. stone walls/hedgerows/seed mixes etc. Nicola stated that this is not public domain information due to GDPR issues.  

It was noted by the clerk that UU are subject to FOI so this information could be requested under a FOI request. 

It was noted that UU pay compensation to farmers for the time the field/an area has not being farmable so until the landowner signs the return agreement the compensation is still payable. It was noted that there have been some incidents where landowners have refused access to restore on the basis that they prefer to have the compensation.

Q: Would UU accept handing back an area of land to a landowner without walls and hedges back if landowners requested this? It was noted that there are walls that have not been put back in the Parish area.
A: UU in principle yes, Nicola is not aware of this being an issue anywhere. 

Action: Nicola to check on the hole in the wall at Shoulthwaite Ghyll beside the forest road which has not been completed. (Cllr D Felton to share a photo with Becx)

The Clerk confirmed that information on field parcels/land works should not be subject to GDPR as this is not personal data (e.g. as long as it is anonymised e.g. ‘field parcel a has this to do list’ etc sharing this information would not be a Data Protection violation). It was noted that UU had a planning condition that required no betterment clause so they can’t improve the land condition. 

Peter Walter noted that he is hearing feedback that people are not happy etc, yet Nicola is portraying something different. There seems to be a disconnect between perceived problems and UU perception.  Peter noted that the LDNPA need a comparison between the list of what UU said would be done and if the landowners agree that the works have been completed. 

Resolved by all present that an FOI be submitted to UU requesting an annoymised copy of the to do list and a progress update for each field parcel within St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish area. Clerk to also ask for % of land returned to farmers/landowners as ‘completed’ within the Parish.  

Action: Clerk to submit this FOI request to UU

Action: Nicola to bring a member of the land team with her to the next Parish Council meeting to further discuss this issue. 

48/25 Report on Matters Arising/Clerks Report
The Clerks report had been circulated to all prior to the meeting. 

i. Thirlmere Recreational Hall

Cllr B Brown have received a £5k grant from the Garfield Weston along with the Parish Council grant to help with the heating costs. (Thanks were noted to the Parish Council for the grant).

There are ongoing lists of jobs that need doing around the place if anyone can help. 

ii. Community Whats App Group

Cllr S Hope suggested the setting up of a Community Whats App Group to share local information, e.g. about emergencies, traffic etc. This is led by govt advice on being prepared.  It was noted that this maybe a very beneficial idea, but could potentially become unwieldy to manage? 

Action: Cllr J Sutcliffe to put an article in the forthcoming newsletter to ask for contact details for a whats app group to be set up for the winter period. 

iii. FLD Planning Sessions

It was noted that Friends of the Lake District are offering planning outreach sessions to Town & Parish Councils focusing on responses to Local Plan Consultations and how best to engage with the Development Control process. These sessions are likely to cost in the region of £100.
Resolved by all present that the Parish Council would like to organise a private training session before either the September or November meeting
Action: Clerk to take this forward
iv. Bench at Newsham
It was noted that there is a bench sited at Newsham that Voluntary Action Threlkeld strimmed and cleared round recentlyand it is in poor condition. Voluntary Action Threlkeld have recently installed a couple of bolts to stabailse the back of the seat, and will look to replace a couple of seat bars that appear to be rotten in the Autumn however the bench is likely to need replaced within the next few years. The bench is not a St J C W Bench, it is a memorial bench.
Resolved by all present thanks were noted to VAC for doing these works. 
49/25 Highways & Transport Matters

None
50/25 Planning Applications & Consultations
None
51/25 Planning decisions
Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted as received

	Ref
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	7/2025/2095
	Burns Farm
	Extension to Agricultural Building
	Approved with conditions



52/25 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts
Resolved by all present that the below invoices be approved.

	To
	For
	Amount
	Action

	Reeds 
	Magazine Printing
	£172.00
	Approve

	Becx Carter
	Salary Qtr 1
	£931.71
	Ratify

	HMRC
	PAYE
	£245
	Ratify

	Nest
	Pension
	£85.80
	Ratify 

	Moore 
	External Audit
	£48.00
	Approve



Action: Clerk to pay the above accounts

ii. To approve as a true and accurate record the Bank Reconciliation and Spend Against Budget Report 

Resolved by all present that these been approved and signed as such.  
53/25 Councillor Matters
None
54/24 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all present that the meeting dates going forward be set as:
All meetings at 19:00 in Thirlmere Recreational Hall
25th September 2025
20th November 2025
22nd January 2026

Meeting ended 19:45

Signed……………………………………………. (Chair) Dated………………………………………………..
