 St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council

Minutes of the Council Meeting of the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council held in Thirlmere Recreation Hall on Thursday 25th September 2025 at 19:00

Present: Sue Hope (Chair), William Chaplin Brice, Ben Brown, Becx Carter (Parish Clerk), Ben Abdelnoor, Nicola Pointer (UU), Judy Sutcliffe
Apologies: Clare Archbold (Personal Commitments), David Felton (Personal commitments), David Lamb (Personal Commitments), Cumberland Cllr S Lansbury
With 5 Councillors present the meeting was quorate to continue.
55/25 Apologies for absence
Resolved by all present that the above apologies and reasons for absence be approved and accepted. 
56/25 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
Cllr J Sutcliffe noted a declaration of interest in 7/2025/2088
57/25 Minutes of the meeting held on the 24th July 2025
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes.

Resolved by all present that the minutes be signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting by the Chair. 

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
58/25 Exclusion of Press & Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)
None
59/25 Public Participation 
None
60/25 Update from Visiting Councillors/other bodies
Cumberland Council

Cllr S Lansbury sent her apologies

Lake District National Park Authority

None. 

United Utilities- Nicola Pointer

The Clerk had circulated the response to the Freedom of Information Request submitted to the UU to all councillors via email.

Nicola updated that access point 5 there is still work going on toward the shaft (this will continue whilst the weather holds). Access point 6 (top of Keswick) has progressed quite a lot and work will continue as the weather holds. 

St Herberts School Field- UU have done all the work that was planned in conjunction with Keswick Town Council/School to try and address the historic flooding on this field. Additional work has been done over the last few months with the UU ducts to seal them to prevent them allowing water to flow out of them. UU have agreed as a gesture of good will to pay some money toward the cost of getting the culvert fixed (circa 50%) but it is in the hands of Cumberland Council to take this forward. Once the culvert has been fixed UU will connect their drainage into the new/repaired culvert. 

Nicola suggested that further questions relating to the FOI response could be raised formally, or the land team could be invited to the November meeting. 
61/25 Report on Matters Arising/Clerks Report
The Clerks report had been circulated to all prior to the meeting. 

i. Thirlmere Recreational Hall

Cllr B Brown noted that there used to be a volunteer who used to put the bins out each week, but the bins have been abused with fly tipping/mixing up the waste and so the volunteer has said they are not willing to continue doing this. Therefore, the Thirlmere Recreational Hall are looking at a commercial waste solution (which will be locked).

This then may trigger an issue with waste being dumped at the Thirlmere Recreation Hall which could cause issues.

ii. FLD Planning Session
It was noted that Friends of the Lake District are offering planning outreach sessions to Town & Parish Councils focusing on responses to Local Plan Consultations and how best to engage with the Development Control process. The clerk confirmed that the prices for these sessions are likely to be in the region of:
· £50 for a virtual 2 hour session online
· £50 for a 2.5 hour session in Kendal
· £50 for a session in person (plus travel costs at .45p per mile and venue costs). 

Resolved by all present that the Parish Council would like to organise a session prior to one of the next two Parish Council meetings (in person)
Action: Clerk to take this forward
iii. Carol Singing
Resolved by all present that the Carol Singing be held on Monday 22nd (Naddle), Saturday 20th (Quarry & Burns) and Thursday 18th December 2025 (Valley).
Action: Cllrs to confirm times etc to Ben Abdelnoor prior to the December copy date. 
62/25 Highways & Transport Matters

A number of issues were noted:

· Missing Green Cats Eyes
· Need for new grit bins in the quarry
· Vegetation overgrowth on the back of Thirlmere road

These issues are going to be raised on HIMS and if a satisfactory response is not received the Clerk will follow it up. 
63/25 Planning Applications & Consultations
Cllr J Sutcliffe declared an interested in this item and abstained from taking part in the decision making. 

Ref; 7/2025/2088
Location: Holiday Cottages, Brakenrigg, Naddle
Proposal: Conversion and change of use from 3 no holiday cottages to local dwelling

Resolved by all present that the Parish Council have no comments or objections

Action: Clerk to submit these comments

Ref: 7/2025/2170
Location: Thirlspot Farm Camping and Caravan 
Proposal: Change of Use of Land from campsite to seasonal touring caravan/motorised vehicle site 

Resolved by all present that the Parish Council have no comments or objections. 

Action: Clerk to submit these comments.

64/25 Planning decisions
Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted as received

	Ref
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	7/2025/2113
	Land at Rock Wood, Thirlspot
	Retention of telecommunications site for the emergency services (retrospective) 
	Approved 



65/25 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts
Resolved by all present that the below invoices be approved.

	To
	For
	Amount
	Action

	CPSL
	Payroll Costs
	£102.00
	Approve

	Becx Carter
	Salary Qtr 2
	£931.71
	Ratify

	HMRC
	PAYE
	£245
	Ratify



Action: Clerk to pay the above accounts

ii. To approve as a true and accurate record the Bank Reconciliation and Spend Against Budget Report 

Resolved by all present that these been approved and signed as such.  
iii. To consider a grant request from Threlkeld Housing Association (utilising some of the UU funding).
A grant request for £3,500 has been received from Threlkeld Housing Association to support the organisation in completing the alterations to the new title deeds/and to support finally making the houses sellable again.
Resolved by all present that this donation be made to Threlkeld Housing Association for their legal costs, on the condition that there are is no direct benefit financial to individual residents.
Action: Clerk to confirm this in writing. 
iv. To approve and ratify the Clerks Statutory Salary Rise & associated standing order changes
Resolved by all present that the Clerks Statutory Salary Rise and associated standing order changes (as confirmed by Cumbria Payroll Services) be approved. 
v. To approve and adopt the revised Standing Orders
Resolved by all present that the revised Standing Orders as circulated with meeting papers be adopted with immediate effect.
Action: Clerk to update the website. 
66/25 Councillor Matters
· Cllr W Chaplin Brice asked for informal council feedback on if a large scale infrastructure project to install 6ft diameter culvert under the valley road to link St Johns Beck to the Fornside naturalisation area (which is currently dry) would be supported or not. It was noted that the majority of councillors present felt that the costs and impact of this work far out weigh the possible benefits. 
· Concerns were raised about the fly camping at the Stone Circle.
Action: Clerk to raise this with the National Park & National Trust. 
· Threlkeld Quarry Parish Council Precept was originally agreed back in 2014 (£300) and this hasn’t been paid in the last few years.
Action: Clerk to look into this and put on a future agenda. 
67/25 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all present that the meeting dates going forward be set as:
All meetings at 19:00 in Thirlmere Recreational Hall
Resolved by all present that an additional meeting date be set on the 16th October 2025 at 19:00 to consider a recently arrived planning application for 5 properties on land adjacent to Saddleback View Threlkeld Quarry. 

20th November 2025
22nd January 2026

Meeting ended 20:23

Signed……………………………………………. (Chair) Dated………………………………………………..
