 St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council

Minutes of the Council Meeting of the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council held in Thirlmere Recreation Hall on Thursday 20th November 2025 2025 at 19:00

Present: Sue Hope (Chair), William Chaplin Brice, Ben Brown, Becx Carter (Parish Clerk), Ben Abdelnoor, David Felton, David Lamb, Nicola Pointer (UU), Matt Baker (UU), Judy Sutcliffe
Apologies: Cumberland Cllr S Lansbury
With 7 Councillors present the meeting was quorate to continue.
74/25 Apologies for absence
Resolved by all present that the above apologies and reasons for absence be approved and accepted. 

It was noted that Clare Archbold has resigned following the October 2025 meeting. All present thanked Clare for her work and dedication over her many years on the Parish Council and noted that she would be missed

Action: Clerk to send a letter of thanks 
75/25 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
None
76/25 Minutes of the meeting held on the 16th October 2025
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes.

Resolved by all present that the minutes be signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting by the Chair. 

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
77/25 Exclusion of Press & Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)
None
78/25 Public Participation 
None
79/25 Update from Visiting Councillors/other bodies
Cumberland Council

Cllr S Lansbury sent her apologies

Lake District National Park Authority

None. 

United Utilities- Matt Baker (Property Area Manager) & Nicola Pointer attended

Matt confirmed that he is one of two key team members on the land agent side of UU for the purposes of the West Cumbria Pipeline Project. Matt updated that in terms of the local areas it is likely that the local community will need to bear with UU for one more spring/summer season due to weather related delays. 

Matt provided an update on a farm by farm basis moving from Thirlmere Dam to the edge of the Parish as it joins Keswick Town Council area.  

1. Bridge End Farm- All restoration work now completed
2. Shoulthwaite Moss- Completed and off the back of Parish Council concerns the local debris has been removed
3. Shoulthwaite Farm- The field on the west side of the main road the ‘Lizard Wall’ still needs to be reinstated, this is a wall of ecological importance. The heap of stone will be collected this winter
4. Broadmeadows- This has been completed
5. Causeway Foot- Mainly done, there are couple of bits of wall still to be replaced, some repairs have been done but the proper rebuild needs to be done to tie in with traditional Lakeland stone walls
6. Sykes Farm- Some top soiling needs to be done, and then the access way at AP05 can be removed

It was noted that there are some issues with the land in this location with sieve rushes growing, these need to be sprayed and removed and this is in hand and advice is being received from a local specialist on how to remove these.

7. Sykes Farm is followed by Castlerigg Tunnel which runs for 1.2km into Keswick. 

UU acknowledged that there are some tree replacements still to be done on the easement where trees have failed due to weather connections. There is a regular inspection (yearly) to pick up tree losses etc. 

It was noted that the landowners in the area have been very tolerant and UU thanked them for this.  UU acknowledged that a lot of the soil in the Naddle Valley is very fragile and hasn’t been disturbed for many years and this has required complex management. This is the largest project that UU have ever undertaken, and likely to be one of the biggest ones they will ever do, other large infrastructure projects elsewhere in the country are being funded/managed very differently.

Concerns were noted from a councillor that there was a lost opportunity that whilst the project was running through the valley residents in the Naddle Valley could have been connected to the mains water supply. It was never offered by UU and this is felt to have been a big failing. 

It was noted by councillors present that it sounds like the project has started to address the concerns that have been raised by local landowners e.g. walling, reinstatement of land etc, drainage over the past few years.

Action: Nicola from UU to attend the January 2026 meeting with a view to Matt & his team attending again in Spring/Summer 2026 to update councillors on the restoration works with the parish.

Action: Nicola to bring an update on the Crummock/Overwater/Ennerdale/and Chapelhouse reservoir restoration projects for information to the Jan 2026 meeting.

Haweswater Aqueduct Resilience Programme (HARP)

Nicola noted that there are 5 sections of the Manchester/Haweswater aqueduct that need repairs/replacement, the closest of these is south of Kendal, but will mean the Manchester Pipeline from Thirlmere will be ‘turned off’ at times during the works. Currently the contract has been let, and preparation works have started the project will take place over 8 years. https://www.unitedutilities.com/harp-updates 

Concerns were noted about the potential flooding implication of the Manchester pipeline being ‘turned off’. It was specifically requested that data be provided by UU on the amount of water that is currently going to the west coast, and currently going to Manchester so councillors/residents can be aware of the ‘spare’ volumes whilst the Manchester Pipeline is shut down. 

Action: Nicola to bring a summary of information on the HARP project to the January 2026 meeting.  
80/25 Report on Matters Arising/Clerks Report
The Clerks report had been circulated to all prior to the meeting. 

i. Thirlmere Recreational Hall

Cllr B Brown noted that the AGM has recently been held and the organisation is looking at potentially converting to a CIC for protection of liability. There will now be 4 regular annual meetings going forward. 

The bins are now locked and being collected by a commercial waste collection firm.

A £5000 grant from Cumberland Council has been received for a bike rack/repair station. 

Bookings are looking healthy, and work is taking place on automating the booking system. 

ii. Cumberland Council Governance Review

It was noted that Cumberland Council are looking to undertake a Community Governance Review in 2026, the review will consider:
a) Councillor numbers
b) Merging of Parish Councils
c) Minor Boundary Amendments- Anomalies only
The consultation is open until the 28th November 2025.
Resolved by all present that there are no changes that St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council wish to make at this stage.
iii. To discuss Parish Council responses to planning applications 
It was noted that if a Parish Council had supported the premise of increase of local affordable housing as part of the current local plan preparation then the decision to object to an application at the October 2025 meeting seems incongruous. 

The local plan for the Lake District National Park is due for review in 2026, and this will include a review of land allocations, e.g. for housing. 

Cllr J Sutcliffe noted that the land in question that was discussed at the meeting in October is owned by the THA that has a constitution to provide local low-cost affordable housing. 

81/25 Highways & Transport Matters

None
82/25 Planning Applications & Consultations
It was noted that this application has been received since the agenda was produced and is time bound.

Ref: 7/2025/2184
Location: Land between existing K2T Trail and Burns Road and Burns Road and Station Road/LDNPA Threlkeld Quarry depot
Proposal: Creation of a traffic free, multi-user trail link between Threlkeld Quarry and K2T trail. 

It was noted that this planning application had arrived after the papers for this meeting had been published and has a consultation deadline prior to the January 2026 meeting.

Resolved by all present that the comments of the Parish Council as discussed at previous meetings relating to the wider consultation on this project remains, the installation of the new bridge over station road is incredibly important to St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council to provide a safe access route for Threlkeld Quarry residents to Threlkeld/Keswick, however the wider issues around infrastructure (toilets, car parking, litter etc) remain. Further councillors would prefer it wasn’t branded as ‘an extension to the K2T route’ 

Action: Clerk to prepare a response based on previous consultation responses and circulate to all councillors for approval prior to submission under delegated authority. 
83/25 Planning decisions
Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted as received

	Ref
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	7.2025.2088
	Holiday Cottages, Brackenrigg, Naddle
	Conversion and change of use from 3 no holiday cottages to local occupancy dwelling
	Approved with conditions 

	7.2025.2170
	Thirlspot Farm Camping & Caravan Park
	Change of use of land from campsite to seasonal touring caravan/motorised vehicle
	Approved with conditions 


84/25 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts
Resolved by all present that the below invoices be approved.

	To
	For
	Amount
	Action

	Becx Carter
	Expenses
	£85.87
	Approve

	Becx Carter
	Salary Qtr 3
	£960.60
	Ratify

	HMRC
	PAYE
	£252.50
	Ratify

	Reeds 
	Printing
	£18.00
	Approve

	Thirlmere Recreational Hall
	Room hire
	£18.00
	Approve



Action: Clerk to pay the above accounts

ii. To approve as a true and accurate record the Bank Reconciliation and Spend Against Budget Report 

Resolved by all present that these been approved and signed as such.  
iii. To consider the draft budget 26/27 as circulated with meeting papers
The Clerk noted that she had circulated this to all with the meeting papers. A formal decision is required on the budget at the January 2026 meeting. 
Action: All present to the let the Clerk know of any alterations required to the budget prior to the end of December 2025.  
Action: Clerk to agenda the budget for final consideration at the Jan 2026 meeting. 
iv. To consider a funding request from the Red Squirrel Group
A funding request has been received from the Keswick Red Squirrel Group for the installation of more red squirrel slow signs and rope crossing bridges. The funding request is not clear on the cost, saying they could range between £300-£1100.
The Clerk noted that this request could be considered out of the UU funding but until additional signatories are added to the bank account no further expenditure can be agreed.
Resolved by all present that further clarity be sought on the exact costs required and then the matter be re-agenda’d for the January 2026 meeting. 
Action: Clerk to agenda this for the next meeting.
v. To consider an URGENT need for councillors to be added to the Parish Council Bank Account
The Clerk noted that following the resignation of Clare Archbold the Parish Council now has a serious issue that there is only one remaining active signatory on a dual mandate bank account. For the Parish Council to continue to function at least two other councillors need to be added to the mandate. 
**Cllr B Brown noted at the meeting that he has now spoken with the Parish Council Banking providers and he now has access to the account**.
Resolved by all present that B Abdelnoor be added to the bank account to ensure business continuity in the future. Mrs C Archbold to be removed from the banking mandate at the same point. 
Action: Clerk to organise this 
vi. To consider Threlkeld Quarry Road Contribution
The Clerk noted that in the past the Parish Council had made a contribution of £500 toward the Quarry Road group, this was last made in 2014. 
Resolved by the majority of those present that a donation of £500 be made to the Threlkeld Quarry Road Management Company for the 25/26 financial year, and that this contribution be added to the budget for the 26/27 financial year. It was noted that the budget is reviewed annually, so this can be reconsidered in future if required. 
Action: Clerk to take this forward. 
85/25 Councillor Matters
Carol Singing-It was agreed that the Great North Air Ambulance & the Red Cross be the donation recipients for 2025. 
86/25 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all present that the meeting dates going forward be set as:
All meetings at 19:00 in Thirlmere Recreational Hall
22nd January 2026

Meeting ended 20:46

Signed……………………………………………. (Chair) Dated………………………………………………..
