 St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council

Minutes of the Council Meeting of the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council held in Thirlmere Recreation Hall on Thursday 22nd May 2025 at 19:05

Present: Sue Hope (Chair), William Chaplin Brice, Judy Sutcliffe, Ben Brown, Claire Archbold, Becx Carter (Parish Clerk), 2 members of the public 
Apologies: Ben Abdelnoor (Personal Commitments), David Felton (Personal Commitments).
Absent: David Lamb
With 5 Councillors present the meeting was quorate to continue.
27/25 To appoint a chairperson for St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council for the forthcoming year
Resolved by all present that Cllr Sue Hope be elected as Chairperson for St John’s Castlerigg and Wythburn for the forthcoming year.
Cllr Sue Hope signed the chair’s declaration of office form that was witnessed by the Clerk and RFO
Action: Clerk to update the website
28/25 To appoint a vice chairperson for St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council for the forthcoming year
Resolved by all present that Cllr Judy Sutcliffe be elected as vice Chairperson for St John’s Castlerigg and Wythburn for the forthcoming year.
Action: Clerk to update the website
29/25 Apologies for absence
Resolved by all present that the above apologies and reasons for absence be approved and accepted. 
30/25 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
Cllr B Brown noted a personal interest in the item relating to the Village Hall
31/25 Minutes of the meeting held on the 27th March 2025
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes.

Resolved by all present that the minutes be signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting by the Chair. 

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
32/25 Exclusion of Press & Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)
None
33/25 Public Participation 
None
34/25 Update from Visiting Councillors/other bodies
Cumberland Council

A written update was provided and will be circulated to all councillors.

Action: Clerk to circulate this to all. 

Lake District National Park Authority

Mr P Walters updates were circulated to all
34/25 Report on Matters Arising/Clerks Report
The Clerks report had been circulated to all prior to the meeting. 

i. Thirlmere Recreational Hall

Cllr B Brown updated that the new electric heating system is now installed, and it can be remotely controlled and is more responsive. 

Future projects include potentially the purchase of a projector to make the facility suitable for meetings/screenings. The installation of an outdoor bike rack to encourage sustainable transport, and to look to replace/repair/upgrade the windows and doors, and purchase of picnic benches etc. 

The group are looking to trying to fundraise for these projects but to do this the group need to hit certain eligibility and characteristics. 

ii. Keswick to Threlkeld Railway Footpath Extension to make a resolution in response to landowner issues raised during public participation at the March 2025 meeting

The landowner re-outlined their concerns around the proposal at the request of the councillors and reiterated the fact that only 19.8% of respondents to the consultation were from the local area.

It was recognised by councillors that there are benefits to having the bridge over Station Road reinstated in terms of safety for pedestrians from the Quarry linking to Threlkeld Village. However, there are dis-benefits in terms of the car parking, litter and toilets. 

The landowners are keen to establish what the views of the locals are relating to Phase 2.  It was noted that there are also local concerns about impacts on businesses in Threlkeld. 

It was felt by councillors that priority should be given to sorting out the pedestrian provision from the  existing Keswick to Threlkeld Railway Footpath up into Threlkeld Village before any extensions are considered.

Councillors raised serious concerns about the lack of infrastructure on this proposed additional route (car parking, and toilets), none of which have been addressed as part of the first project (Keswick to Threlkeld) never mind the extension to the project. 
Resolved by all present (with one councillor voting against this proposal) that the Parish Council acknowledges the potential safety benefits of reinstating a pedestrian bridge over Station Road, particularly in providing safer connectivity between the Quarry and Threlkeld Village.
However, the Council expresses strong opposition to the proposed route of Phase 2 of the project at this time, due to the significant lack of supporting infrastructure, including the absence of adequate car parking, toilet facilities, and overall visitor management measures. These issues have not been addressed in the current extension proposals, nor were they satisfactorily resolved in the initial Keswick to Threlkeld Railway Path project..
The Council further notes the disproportionate response to the public consultation, with only 19.8% of respondents from the local area, and shares the concerns of local residents and businesses regarding the potential negative impacts of the proposed route, including environmental degradation such as the loss of mature trees and valued natural amenities. The Parish Council:
1. Supports the principle of bridge reinstatement to improve pedestrian safety and access, conditional upon comprehensive infrastructure improvements being delivered in parallel.
2. Opposes the current Phase 2 route proposal until such infrastructure concerns are meaningfully addressed and resolved.
3. Requests priority be given to improving pedestrian provision from the existing Keswick to Threlkeld Railway Path into Threlkeld Village, before any further route extensions are considered.
4. Affirms its commitment to protecting the local environment and ensuring that the views of the local community are central to any future development decisions.
iii. UU pipeline/substandard reinstatement of the easement

It was noted that concerns remain about the standard of reinstatement e.g. planting, drainage, removal of the haul roads, and local landowners including shoulthwaite remain dissatisfied with the standard of reinstatement. 
Action: Clerk to seek clarity from LDNPA on what monitoring and enforcement is being undertaken. 
Action: Clerk to ask UU for another update
35/25 Highways & Transport Matters

It was noted that the request for double yellow lines on the legburthwaite/A591 junction has been included in the Keswick TRO review. 

Action: Clerk to submit full support for this.

Concerns were raised about the speed of traffic on the Shundraw Road.

Action: Clerk to submit a request for traffic data units on this road to Cumberland Council. 

Concerns were raised about the lack of clarity on the signage on the vale road during recent closures e.g. not specifying when/where the closure is. 
36/25 Planning Applications & Consultations
Ref: 7/2025/2082
Location: Birkett Mire, Threlkeld
Proposal: Roof over muck store and handling area.

Resolved by all present that St Johns Castlerigg and Wythburn Parish Council have no comments or objections. 

Action: Clerk to submit these comments to the LDNPA
37/25 Planning decisions
Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted as received

	Ref
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	7/2025/2035
	Land adjacent to old Sawmill, Legburthwaite
	Proposed works as part of St Johns Beck Habitat Improvement arrangements project
	Approved with conditions



38/25 Policies
Resolved by all present that the below policies be readopted with no changes. 
-Parish Council Asset Register
-Serious Infectious Disease Policy
-Standing Orders 
-Financial Regulations
-Co-option process
-Health & Safety Policy
-Complaints Procedure
-Freedom of Information
-Publication Scheme
-Retention of Document Policy
-General Data Protection Policy
-GDPR Privacy Notice
-Equality & Diversity Policy
-Code of Conduct
-Non Compliance with Code of Conduct
-Councillor Dispensation Procedure
-Terms of Reference Planning Sub Committee
-Grievance & Discipline Policy
-Risk Management Policy & Protocol
-Risk Assessment
-Public Participation Process
Action: Clerk to update the website
39/25 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts
Resolved by all present that the below invoices be approved.

	To
	For
	Amount
	Action

	M & A Property Care
	Noticeboard fitting
	£185.50
	Ratify

	Community Heartbeat Trust
	Defib costs
	£486.00
	Approve

	Jean Airey
	Audit Fees 
	£75.00
	Approve

	CALC
	Subscription
	£190.81
	Approve

	Zurich
	Insurance
	£264.00
	Approve

	Reeds
	Newsletter
	£172.00
	Approve

	Becx Carter
	Expenses
	£22.90
	Approve



Action: Clerk to pay the above accounts

ii. To appoint the internal auditor for St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council for the forthcoming year.

Resolved by all present that Mrs J Airey be appointed as the internal auditor for St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council for the forthcoming year. 
iii. To receive the internal audit report and authorise the Chairman to sign the Annual Governance Statement and accounting statements.

Resolved by all present that the unqualified internal auditors report for St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council be noted as received. 
Resolved by all present that St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council approves the Annual Governance Statements as per the below, and that the Chair & Clerk sign the AGAR accordingly. 
	Statement
	Response

	1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial management during the year, and for the preparation of the accounting statements
	Yes

	2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness
	Yes

	3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves that there are no matters of actual or potential non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper Practices that could have a significant financial effect on the ability of this authority to conduct its business or manage its finances
	Yes

	4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for the exercise of electors rights in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audits Regulations
	Yes

	5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this authority and took appropriate steps to manage those risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or external insurance cover where required
	Yes

	6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and effective system of internal audit of the accounting records and control systems
	Yes

	7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from internal and external audit
	Yes

	8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or commitments, events or transactions, occurring either during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on this authority and where appropriate, have included them in the accounting statements
	Yes

	9. (For Local Councils Only). Trust funds including charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing trustee we discharged our accountability responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including financial reporting and, if required, independent examination or audit
	N/A



Resolved by all present that St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council approves the Accounting Statements (Section 2) for the financial year 24/25, having been certified by the Responsible Financial Officer (Becx Carter) prior to the meeting and that they be signed by the Chair as such. 
iv. To certify St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council as an Exempt Authority for the purposes of audit for the Financial Year ending 31st March 2025

Resolved by all present that St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council certify itself as an exempt from limited assurance review under S.9 of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015, having met the qualifying criteria for the financial year with an income and expenditure of less than £25k in the financial year ending 31st March 2025.  The Certificate of Exemption to be signed by the Chair & RFO and submitted to the External auditor by 30th June 2025. 
Action: Clerk to file the AGAR, update the website and place the notices. 
v. To approve the insurance quotation for the forthcoming year.

Resolved by all present that insurance quotation from Clear Councils be approved for the forthcoming year at a cost of £264.00 
Action: Clerk to complete the insurance renewal 
vi. S.137 Village Hall Request for funding for boiler replacements

Resolved by all present that a S.137 donation of £5,000 be awarded in recognition of the importance of this community building. 

Action: Clerk to process this donation

vii. S.137 Donation request Threlkeld Quarry Museum Ltd

Resolved by all present that a S.137 donation of £2,500 be awarded to this local museum to support its ongoing developments

Action: Clerk to process this donation

viii. Donation request St Johns in the Vale Churchyard

Resolved by all present that a S.137 donation of £2,500 be awarded to the Church as a contribution toward the graveyard maintenance in recognition of the importance of this area for local people. 

Action: Clerk to process this donation

40/25 Councillor Matters
None
41/24 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all present that the meeting dates going forward be set as:
All meetings at 19:00 in Thirlmere Recreational Hall
24th July 2025
25th September 2025
20th November 2025
22nd January 2026

Meeting ended 20:01

Signed……………………………………………. (Chair) Dated………………………………………………..
