 St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council

Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting of the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council held in Thirlmere Recreation Hall on Thursday 14th May 2026 at 19:35

Present: Sue Hope (Chair), William Chaplin Brice, Becx Carter (Parish Clerk), Ben Abdelnoor, Ben Brown, Katherine Bird, Nicola Pointer (UU), Matt Baker (UU)
Apologies: David Felton, (Personal Commitments), Judy Sutcliffe (Personal Commitments) , David Lamb (Personal commitments), Cumberland Cllr S Lansbury
With 5 Councillors present the meeting was quorate to continue.
28/26 To appoint a chairperson for St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council for the forthcoming year
Resolved by all present that Cllr S Hope be appointed as Chairperson for St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council for the forthcoming year.
Cllr S Hope signed the Chair’s declaration of acceptance of office and this was witnessed by the Clerk.
Action: Clerk to update the website. 
29/26 To appoint a vice chairperson for St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council for the forthcoming year
Resolved by all present that Cllr J Sutcliffe be appointed as Vice Chair for St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council for the forthcoming year.
Action: Clerk to update the website. 
30/26 Apologies for absence
Resolved by all present that the above apologies and reasons for absence be approved and accepted. 
31/26 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
None
32/26 Minutes of the meeting held on the 19th March 2026
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes.

Resolved by all present that the minutes be signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting by the Chair. 

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
33/26 Exclusion of Press & Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)
None
34/26 Public Participation 
None
35/26 Update from Visiting Councillors/other bodies
Cumberland Council

Apologies sent

Lake District National Park Authority

None

United Utilities- Nicola Pointer & Matt Baker

Matt Baker (Property Area Manager) attended to provide an update on the restoration of the Easement with the Parish. Works stopped in the area in September 2025 when the weather became to bad.

Works are going to recommence within the Parish W/c 18th May 2026. Works will take place across much of the Summer 2026 season to complete the remaining restoration within the Parish including the removal of access points 5 & 6. 

It was noted that there are some issues in particular on parts of Shoulthwaite Farm, and in the near vicinity where the easement is too ‘compacted’ with large boulders within it. This is not acceptable and may mean that some of these areas need to be stripped back, de-compacted, and then re top soiled.  UU noted that the areas that are suffering compaction were finished by two different contractors. 

There are other areas within the Parish where dry stone wall works are required where the standard of the walling has not been acceptable. 

Further issues were noted with areas along the easement that have regrown with a lot of rushes/sieves.. Different landowners are taking different approaches to this, with one landowner currently grazing an area with Highland Cows to try and remove/reduce the rushes, prior to the area being reseeded. 

It was confirmed that where footpaths have been ‘re-routed’ as part of the West Cumbria Pipeline Project they will ultimately be put back on to their existing route. 

When access points 5 &6 are being removed there will be a need for traffic management on the A591 (two way traffic lights).

Nicola read out a statement relating to the KFAG flood releases from Thirlmere and the recent (now postponed) consultation regarding the UU abstraction licence:

“Before the Keswick Flood Action Group (KFAG) voluntary releases were implemented, the higher volume of water spilling from the reservoir generated environmental benefits downstream from the reservoir by replicating more natural conditions. Advice from the Environment Agency (EA) and environmental specialists has indicated that the current approach can have negative environmental impacts on the downstream river system. United Utilities cannot legally obtain an abstraction licence which has evidence that causes environmental harm which is why the existing voluntary arrangements are being reviewed. We are working with the EA on a new regime that balances flood protection and environmental benefit and are currently carrying out an engineering study to determine what investment is needed to achieve this.
 
Whilst the new operating regime is worked through with the EA, we have got agreement to continue with the KFAG releases.”

Nicola further noted that the planning application for the removal of the Weir at Crummock Water has been withdrawn. It maybe resubmitted in due course. 

36/26 Report on Matters Arising/Clerks Report
The Clerks report had been circulated to all prior to the meeting. 

i. Thirlmere Recreational Hall

The committee are looking at undertaking works to refresh/improve the kitchen and they maybe seeing a donation from St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn PC.

Action: A formal grant request to be submitted to St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council via email 

37/26 Highways & Transport Matters

It was noted that there is a forthcoming road closure on the Shundraw Road for road repairs. Letters have been sent to affected properties.

Concerns were once again raised about the very poor condition of parts of the B5322. With many potholes having been reported to Cumberland Council, and most remaining un repaired, with a very substandard repair having been done to the two largest ones (with small amounts of tarmac dropped into them, which was worn back out within days).

Action: Clerk to raise concerns about the condition of this road with HIMS. 
38/26 Planning Applications & Consultations
None
39/26 Planning decisions
Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted as a received.
None
40/26 Policies
i. Existing policies with no changes
Resolved by all present that the below policies be readopted with no changes
-Co-option
-Complaints procedure
-Dispensation procedure
-Equality & Diversity Policy
-Freedom of Information
-GDPR policy
-Grievance & Disciplinary Procedure
-Health & Safety Policy
-IT Policy
-Non complaint with Code of Conduct
-Planning Policy
-Privacy Notice
-Public Participation Process
-Publication Scheme
-Retention of Documents
-Risk management policy & protocol
-Risk Assessment
-Scheme of Delegation
-Standing orders
-Website Accessibility 

ii. Updated policies
Resolved by all present that the below updates policies be adopted with immediate effect
· Code of Conduct
· Financial Regulations
Action: Clerk to update the website 
41/26 Nomination of councillors to other bodies
Planning Sub Committee
Resolved by all present that Cllr Sue Hope, Cllr W Chaplin Brice & Cllr J Sutcliffe be appointed to the planning subcommittee to have delegated authority to deal with time bound planning applications outside of the normal meeting cycle.
Thirlmere Recreation Hall
Resolved by all present that Cllr Ben Brown be appointed to be the Parish Council liaison with the Thirlmere Recreation Committee.
Action: Clerk to update the website. 
42/26 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts
Resolved by all present that the below invoices be approved.

	To
	For
	Amount
	Action

	Reeds
	Newsletter
	£172.00
	Approve

	CALC
	Subscription
	£194.44
	Approve

	Zurich
	Insurance
	£264.00
	Approve

	Community Heartbeat Trust
	Defib Support
	TBC
	Approve

	Thirlmere Recreation Hall
	Room hire 2026-27
	£168
	Approve

	Jean Airey
	Internal Audit
	£75
	Approve



Action: Clerk to pay the above accounts

ii. To certify St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council as an Exempt Authority for the purposes of audit for the Financial Year ending 31st March 2026

Resolved by all present that St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council certify itself as an exempt from limited assurance review under S.9 of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015, having met the qualifying criteria for the financial year with an income and expenditure of less than £25k in the financial year ending 31st March 2026.  The Certificate of Exemption to be signed by the Chair & RFO and submitted to the External auditor by 30th June 2026. 
Action: Clerk to file the AGAR, update the website and place the notices. 
iii. To receive the internal audit report & appoint the internal auditor for the forthcoming year. 

Resolved by all present that the unqualified internal audit report be noted as received.

Resolved by all present that Mrs J Airey be appointed as the internal auditor for St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council for the forthcoming year. 

iv. To approve and respond to the Annual Governance Statements

Resolved by all present that St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council approves the Annual Governance Statements as per the below, and that the Chair & Clerk sign the AGAR accordingly. 
	Statement
	Response

	1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial management during the year, and for the preparation of the accounting statements
	Yes

	2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness
	Yes

	3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves that there are no matters of actual or potential non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper Practices that could have a significant financial effect on the ability of this authority to conduct its business or manage its finances
	Yes

	4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for the exercise of electors rights in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audits Regulations
	Yes

	5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this authority and took appropriate steps to manage those risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or external insurance cover where required
	Yes

	6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and effective system of internal audit of the accounting records and control systems
	Yes

	7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from internal and external audit
	Yes

	8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or commitments, events or transactions, occurring either during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on this authority and where appropriate, have included them in the accounting statements
	Yes

	9. (For Local Councils Only). Trust funds including charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing trustee we discharged our accountability responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including financial reporting and, if required, independent examination or audit
	N/A

	10. We have put in place arrangements for the effective IT and data management in accordance with the proper practices during the year under review
	Yes



v. To approve & adopt the Accounting Statements. 

Resolved by all present that St Johns Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council approves the Accounting Statements (Section 2) and statement of variances & annual accounts for the financial year 25/26, having been certified by the Responsible Financial Officer (Becx Carter) prior to the meeting and that they be signed by the Chair as such. 
43/26 Councillor Matters
None
44/26 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all present that the meeting dates going forward be set as:
All meetings at 19:00 in Thirlmere Recreational Hall
23rd July 2026
24th September 2026
19th November 2026
21st January 2027

Meeting ended 20:01


