 St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council held in Thirlmere Recreation Hall on Thursday 23rd July 2026 at 19:00

Present: Sue Hope (Chair), Ben Brown, Judy Sutcliffe, Becx Carter (Parish Clerk), Nicola Pointer (UU)
Apologies: David Felton, (Personal Commitments), Ben Abdelnoor (Personal Commitments) , David Lamb (Work commitments), Katherine Bird (Personal Commitments) Cumberland Cllr S Lansbury, Will Chaplin Brice (Illness)
With 3 Councillors present the meeting was quorate to continue
45/26 Apologies for absence
Resolved by all present that the above apologies and reasons for absence be approved and accepted. 
46/26 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
Cllrs B Brown & Cllr J Sutcliffe noted an interest in the Thirlmere Recreational Hall. 
47/26 Minutes of the meeting held on the 13th May 2026
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes.

Resolved by all present that the minutes be signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting by the Chair. 

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
48/26 Exclusion of Press & Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)
None
49/26 Public Participation 
None
50/26 Update from Visiting Councillors/other bodies
Cumberland Council

Apologies sent

Lake District National Park Authority

None

United Utilities- Nicola Pointer 

Nicola updated that access point 6 is now nearly completed with the dry stone walling now done.

Access Point 5 is still being worked on with a lot of work still do to on the bottom of this area.

The field by field work is still progressing.

St Herberts School, UU have met with the school twice, along with the other statutory bodies ( Highways and Cllr S Lansbury). Permission is now in place to go on the post office land (the diversion is going to be on this land) as the actual collapse is under a property. UU have agreed a sum of money toward the work, and the tenders for the works are now being reviewed by Cumberland Council, it is hoped that the work can be done over the summer holidays, and then UU will do their piece of work as well.

Thanks were noted to Cumberland Cllr S Lansbury for her dedication in getting this progressed. 

Crummock Reservoir the planning application has now been withdrawn and will ultimately be resubmitted in due course. 

Thirlmere Abstraction Licence no further update at this stage, work is ongoing with the Environment agency and KFAG to progress this. 
51/26 Report on Matters Arising/Clerks Report
The Clerks report had been circulated to all prior to the meeting. 

i. Thirlmere Recreational Hall

The committee are working hard to make the hall as sustainable as possible. There have been some issues with the heating bills being higher than anticipated the committee are working on this.

The booking secretary is looking to step back from her role in January 2027. The committee will be looking for someone to take forward this role, and this may mean that current processes need to be reviewed. 

ii. West Cumbria Rivers Trust

St John’s, Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council received notification from West Cumbria Rivers Trust of planned river restoration works on St John’s Beck at Bridge House. The project, funded by United Utilities and supported by the Environment Agency and Natural England, aims to improve the river habitat for species including Atlantic salmon and lamprey.
The works will include removing sections of bank reinforcement and embankment, introducing cobbles and boulders, lowering parts of the riverbank to reconnect the beck with its floodplain, and creating a pond and shallow wetland area. Flood modelling has indicated that the effects will be contained within the Bridge House site and will not increase flood risk to neighbouring land or public footpaths.
The works are expected to take place during late July and August 2026 and will last approximately two weeks.
iii. Tour De France- To consider if the Parish Council want to do anything to celebrate this event

Resolved by all present that this be deferred to the Sept 2027 meeting.

Action: Clerk to take this forward. 

52/26 Highways & Transport Matters

It was noted that the white lines at Shundraw Junction on the Burns Road had new white lines installed recently, and then this was tarmacked over again. 

The Fornside Road End has a large section missing and this is causing a highway hazard, this issue has been reported on HIMS but no progress has been made. 

Action: Clerk to chase this up again on HIMS. 
53/26 Planning Applications & Consultations
None
54/26 Planning decisions
Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted as a received.
None
55/26 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts
Resolved by all present that the below invoices be approved.

	To
	For
	Amount
	Action

	Becx Carter
	Salary
	£960.80
	Ratify

	HMRC
	PAYE
	£252.60
	Ratify

	Cumbria Payroll Services
	Payroll Fees
	£110.40
	Approve



Action: Clerk to pay the above accounts

ii. To receive and approve the bank reconciliation and spend against budget report.
Resolved by all present that these be adopted as a true and accurate and signed as such.
iii. To consider a grant request from Thirlmere Recreational Hall
St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council considered a donation request from Thirlmere Recreation Hall for a Section 137 grant towards the cost of essential repairs and improvements to the hall kitchen.
The proposed works included replacing the unreliable oven and hob, purchasing replacement utensils, crockery and kitchen equipment, and carrying out minor repairs and redecoration. Volunteer labour would be used wherever possible, although a qualified electrician would be required to install the new appliances.
The total cost of the project was estimated at no more than £1,500. 
Councillors noted that the improvements would increase the safety, reliability and usability of the kitchen, benefiting community groups, local clubs, private hirers and wider parish events.
Resolved by all present that the Council would be pleased to donate £1500 to this project subject to other councillors written approval 
Action: Clerk to process this donation. 
iv. To order a replacement battery for Naddle Defib
It was noted that a new battery is needed for the Naddle Defib, the cost of this £250.
Resolved by all present that a new battery be ordered and installed. 
Action: Clerk to take this forward. 
43/26 Councillor Matters
None
44/26 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all present that the meeting dates going forward be set as:
All meetings at 19:00 in Thirlmere Recreational Hall
23rd July 2026
24th September 2026
19th November 2026
21st January 2027

Meeting ended 19:29


