 St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council held in Thirlmere Recreation Hall on Thursday 24th September at 19:00

Present: Sue Hope (Chair), Ben Brown, Ben Abdelnoor, David Lamb, Katherine Bird, Will Chaplin Brice, Becx Carter (Parish Clerk), Nicola Pointer (UU), Cumberland Cllr S Lansbury. 
Apologies: Judy Sutcliffe (Personal Commitments)
Absent: David Felton
With 6 Councillors present the meeting was quorate to continue
Councillors noted their sadness at the recent passing of Pat Darrall who has been a key member of the local community for many years and will be much missed. 
58/26 Apologies for absence
Resolved by all present that the above apologies and reasons for absence be approved and accepted. 
59/26 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
Cllrs B Brown noted an interest in the Thirlmere Recreational Hall. 
60/26 Minutes of the meeting held on the 23rd July 2026
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes.

Resolved by all present that the minutes be signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting by the Chair. 

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
61/26 Exclusion of Press & Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)
None
62/26 Public Participation 
None
63/26 Update from Visiting Councillors/other bodies
Cumberland Council

Cllr S Lansbury noted that there is a lot of discussion about biodiversity net gain as there are currently no units to buy in Cumbria so developers are having to buy units outside of Cumbria at an enhanced premium. Several groups are looking to work together to make units available in Cumbria to buy which will be cheaper for developers and the profits raised can be reinvested in more nature recovery locally. (https://www.cumberland.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/conservation/submit-site-biodiversity-net-gain-or-habitat-site-restoration) .

The Public Space Protection Orders will be renewed in 2027 when hopefully the ones in Cumberland maybe made more useful and more enforceable, all are encouraged to contribute toward the consultation when it opens. 

Tour De France arrangements are coming along well for more information visit https://www.cumberland.gov.uk/tourdefrance

Lakes to Sea Panel- Has funding available for community projects (https://www.cumberland.gov.uk/your-community/community-panels/lakes-sea-community-panel) 

UU Abstraction Licences- Discussions are continuing about flood releases from the site to protect the downstream communities. 

It was noted by Cumberland Cllr S Lansbury that LDNPA noted that they have extra funding for footpath infrastructure e.g. gates/stiles so people should approach them. Requests should be submitted to the LDNPA. 

Lake District National Park Authority

None

United Utilities- Nicola Pointer 

Nicola suggested that she invite Matt to the November meeting to cover the restoration works that have been done over the 2026 season. 

St Herberts School – Legally the agreement now has been signed between Cumberland Council, and the Post Office who own the land where the diversion for the culvert is going to be sited. The contractor has been appointed, and their method statement/way of working has gone to the Royal Mail Legal department, once this is signed off then works can hopefully start. The works are pencilled in for the 19th October 2026 for the contractor to work (pending the ways of working being approved by Royal Mail). UU have said that if this work is done UU will follow on w/c 26th October to link their drains in. It was confirmed that at this stage the footpath will remain open. 

Nicola thanked Cumberland Cllr S Lansbury for her help with this project. 

64/26 Report on Matters Arising/Clerks Report
The Clerks report had been circulated to all prior to the meeting. 

i. Thirlmere Recreational Hall

The committee are progressing with converting to a CIO supported by Action with Communities in Cumbria, that’s has including thinking about the objectives of the charity and to balance them between the commercial renting of the hall and it being for the benefits of the Parish. 

The group need confirmation from the Parish Council that we are supportive of the conversion of the Charity to a CIO.

Resolved by all present that the Parish Council are fully supportive of the Charity transitioning to a CIO. 

ii. Legburthwaite Car Park Self Service Dog Wash

The Clerk informed the meeting that United Utilities are proposing a trial project to install a self service dog wash in the Legburthwaite Car Park.

Resolved by all present that the Parish Council have no objections to this and will be interested to see the feedback. 

Action: Clerk to submit this response.

iii. Carol Singing 

Dates were suggested as:

22nd December- Naddle
18th December- Vale
20th December- Quarry

Action: Information to be included in the next newsletter

Resolved by all present that the funds be raised for the Wythburn Church Room Roof Repairs. 

iv. Local Plan Scoping

The Clerk noted that the Local Plan Scoping Consultation for the LDNPA is now open and all were encouraged to complete the online questionnaire.

The Site Allocations will be agenda’d for the November & January meetings.

Action: Clerk to keep councillors updated on the Cumberland Local Plan as well

v. Queen Elizabeth Digital Memorial

It was noted that as the anniversary of the passing of Queen Elizabeth II passes, The Cabinet Office is creating a Queen Elizabeth Digital Memorial. It wants to map local history across every corner of the UK, such as street parties, and personal moments that defined the late Queen's 70-year reign. 
The Queen Elizabeth Digital Memorial would love to hear the stories of Queen Elizabeth from your communities, to map the key moments in the life and reign of Queen Elizabeth, as a permanent record for future generations. 

This isn't just an archive; it’s a living map of personal memories, stories, and moments. Share your memory of Queen Elizabeth at www.queenelizabeth.com and help put your area on the digital memorial map.

Action: All encouraged to submit memories to this. 

65/26 Highways & Transport Matters

i. Signage for Fisher Place

Resolved by all present that a request be made for signage about the route to the infinity pools, as people are using the route via Fisher Place which is not a foot path. 

Action: Clerk to submit this request to the LDNPA for a signage review. 

ii. Overgrowth of Vegetation on the Western Road Thirlmere

It was noted that this route is getting very over grown and whilst it is recognised this is a low traffic route it would benefit from some vegetation management.

Action: Clerk to contact the UU team locally and ask for them to do some vegetation management along the route. 

Wider Highway concerns:
· Were raised about speeding through the Green/on the B5322
· White lines replacements are required on the Burns Road and on the Shundraw Road (including the Slow Sign which has been tarmacked over)
66/26 Planning Applications & Consultations
None
67/26 Planning decisions
Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted as a received.
None
68/26 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts
Resolved by all present that the below invoices be approved.

	To
	For
	Amount
	Action

	Becx Carter
	Salary (Qtr 3) (Inc Back Pay)
	£987.88
	Ratify

	HMRC
	PAYE (Inc Back Pay)
	£267.86
	Ratify

	Becx Carter
	Salary (Qtr 4) 
	£974.34
	Ratify

	HMRC
	PAYE 
	£261.20
	Ratify



Action: Clerk to pay the above accounts

ii. To receive and approve the bank reconciliation and spend against budget report.
Resolved by all present that these be adopted as a true and accurate and signed as such.
iii. To consider a grant request from Thirlmere Recreational Hall
St John’s Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council considered a donation request from Thirlmere Recreation Hall for a Section 137 grant towards the cost of essential repairs and improvements to the hall kitchen.
The proposed works included replacing the unreliable oven and hob, purchasing replacement utensils, crockery and kitchen equipment, and carrying out minor repairs and redecoration. Volunteer labour would be used wherever possible, although a qualified electrician would be required to install the new appliances.
The total cost of the project was estimated at no more than £1,500.  Cllr B Brown noted that the committee have considered the future proofing of the site as part of this project. 
Resolved by all present that the Council would be pleased to donate £1500 to this project 
Action: Clerk to process this donation. 
iv. To consider the Clerk’s 3.3% Statutory Salary Rise
Resolved by all present that the Clerks Statutory Salary Rise of 3.3% be adopted and back dated to 1st April 2026 
Action: Clerk to take this forward. 
v. To sign the paperwork to update the email address on the Parish Council Bank Account
Resolved by all present that this be signed.
Action: Clerk to process this. 
69/26 Councillor Matters
None
70/26 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all present that the meeting dates going forward be set as:
All meetings at 19:00 in Thirlmere Recreational Hall
19th November 2026
21st January 2027

Meeting ended 20:00

Concerns were raised again about the planning enforcement on private land on the road up to the Church. 
